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SRINGARAPRAKASA

FOREWORD v

Durmng the many millenniums that have pas<ed since India attamed
cwvilization many Yugas ago, thousands of monaichs have adorned thrones
and ruled the Indian Nation ~ There were among them some who were so
immortal that their names have been passed down from zon to ®on to be
remembered by thetr countrymen with admiration, affection, and veneration.

Manu, Sagara, Yayathi, Bhageeratha, Raghu, Janaka, Harishchandra,
Bharatha, Vihramarka, Shalivahana, Bhoja have left names which shine
with undying fame duning the evolving centurtes Manu 1s the great Law-
gtver, Bhageeratha heroic example of maguificent endeavour, Harishchandra
the glowing personification of unsullied Truth, Vikramarka, the most dis-
tingwmshed embodiment of Valour, Janaka the saintly philosophical King,
and Bhoja, the great Poet among princes and Prince of poets !

Reigning 1in Malwa about 1010 AD, he was the most munificant
patron of learning of all time and was himself a Itterary genws of mythical
proportions In the manuscript of Jain Bhandars at Pattan, Ajada, com-
mentator of ¢ Saraswathee kanthaabharana ”, writes—

2l Refadaf RaaRafaimgdssel asvegagvgusa-
i sgchrfaezamifog asanaaam: off @taas: |
meaning that Bhoja Raja had achieved 84 honornific titles, and had written
84 lterary works named after them, * Saraswathee-kanthabharana ™,
““Shringara-prakasha,” Samaraangana Sutradhara”, &c

In the Jamm work “ Prabhaavaka Chanta”, Chandraprabhasoor:
says,

“ NFIF G AR 337 | Ay m@ardd Grestdat o
@D Fag asmend fdw 1 Rbsar ualgra asarggmf g
ag argAwistara @ aEfseat o oo i acan sasggadifi o
Ramachandra, commentator of Bhoja’s beautiful  Champu-Rama-
yana ', wrote—
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* fyey wrgAgiaar szl afs@Es wiedt
iy FRggIrEgIa sgFxhiddmg
DaAifrgasgar feRaagaa disgar

arrcat am wUM wsgeatt aftanssRrsm o
and

s“ayayg aInEr  AfmescesRasssamgdmRake-
favans: sraattaeastaadsda daam amaa 1

No man’s lferary glamour m the history of World Letters has
recetved such e> qusite tribute as that umque hterary gem ° Bhoja Charita ”,
picturing him as the centre of a galaxy of the great poets of the nation, and
mdulging with them, and 1nspiring them to the hrghest fancies of poetic
mmagination !

It 1s a beautiful tribute to Bhoja’s literary glory, and Walter
Savage Landor's “ Imaginary Conversations” can hardly be mentioned 1n
the same breath !

Nor can Augustus of Rome, Frederict the Great of Prussia, Peter
the Great of Russia, Elzabeth and James I of England, be mentioned
alongside of Bhoja as Patrons of Letters or Men of Letters

While many of the Sanskrit Men of Letters were of supreme brilli-
ance, aod have left behind works of astonishing excellence, Maharaja
Bhojadeva himself stands out asa figure of no small literary eminence
Single works similar to ¢ Champu Ramayana™ and “ Saraswath: Kanthaa-
bharana “ have procured their authors rank inthe history of literature
And Bhoja Raja 15 said to have written 84 works, many of them yet to be
discovered !

It took nine centuries for his countrymen to discover the manuscript
of ¢ Shringara Prakasha”, and the publication of the manuscript has been
proving a slow and gant task The Madras Unnersity which discovered
the manuscript 45 years ago just treasured the manuscript, and still keeps 1t
treasured  H H Sr1 Yithu ya Swamy of Mei ote had to overcome hurdles
before le could securea copy of the manusc ipt, and was exhausted
publishing just 3 out of 1s 36 chapters' His florts to publish 1t 1n full
proved of no avail  And ulumately destiny placing the manuscript 1 our
hands, we brought out the first volume with 8 Prakashas some time ago, and
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are now bringing out tlis second volume with further six scintillating
chapters, Prakashas 9 to 14

It 15 curious that Bhoja does not find a place i Macdonell's History
of Sanskrit Literature It 1s no less curious that m what purports to be a
history of Sanskrit Alankaara by Dr Kane — ““ Bharataratna ™,  Natomal
Professor of Sanskrit,” & ——there 15 no reference to Bhoja’s notable works,
*“ Saraswathi-Kantabharana > and ““ Shringara Prakasha™!

The wnter of the Foreword to H H Sr1 Yathiraja Swamy’s editton
of 3 chapters of Shringara Prakasha says that the work must have been
written by a commuttee of persons with Bhoja Raja as President! Another
writer ventures to remark that Bhoja Raja 1s credited with having written
84 works, but he could not have written any one of them !

Indian Scholarship does not seem to have ever been so light-headed
as 1t 1s today  Superficial scholars out to make some money, and 5 Re -per-
column review writers, make the oddest remarks at random, thoughtless of
what the truth may have been, just to show off their own imagary
greatness !

No Commuttee could produce a great hterary work  And 1t 1s the
height of slander to say that so brilliant a personage as Bhoja Raja sought to
shine by robbing other men of letters 'Were 1t so, he wonld not have been
renowned for all time as the Patron of great posts Low birth 1s not necessary
for hterary menit  Poetic brilliance and supreme scholarship are Divine
gifts, and bke ram descend with equal grace on the mountamn top as 1n the
mid-ocean’

There 15 as little reason to doubt the authorship of Bhojaraja’s
“Champu-Ramayana , as the awthorship of Bana’s ‘Kadambari ™. or
Dandin’s ‘ Dashakumaaracharita” In 1t Bhojaraja has shown himself master
of exquusite literary expression

Having written ** Saraswathi-kanthabharana ” on the lines of Dandin,
Vamana and Bharata with the traditional diviston of Rasas or Emotions, his
thoughts were impelled to the conclusion that  Shiingara™ 1s the sole Rasa,
and the others are but 1ts contributories The result 1s ‘Shringara Prakasha ”
with 36 meticulously analytical chapters, which may be said to be the find of
the century !
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Dr V Raghavan of Madras, 1 his excellent monogram bearing that
name, deals with the manuscript with commendable elaboratton, ponting
out 1ts distingwishing features

Like the modern physicist who with microscopic study records the
distinguishing lustres emanatmg from each facet of a Holland cut diamond,
Bhojaraja analyses the phases of beauty in the expressions of Sanskrit Poets
and Dramatists and pomts out their distinctions He culls beautiful examples
from the works of the greatest poets and dramatists in Sanskrit and even
Praknit with the deft touch of the honey bee, and makes * Shringara Prakasha”
a precious bag of literary gems as good as the bags of actual gems found by
Sindbad the Sailor or the Count of Monte Cnristo! Lovers of literature
would find 1t a treat from page to page and section to section

The work discloses the wonderful capacity of Bhoja Raja’s mind
It was a receptive mind, a perceptive mind, a capactous mind, an analytical
mind, and a photographic mind, which could reach far and wide, and find
unerring examples from the farthest poets of this vast sub continent

That rasses an important query 1000, 3000, 5000 years ago, there
was no printing, no books, no libraries, no weekly literary supplements of
newspapers, no publishing firms, no wnting, no paper, no dictagraph
machines or tape recorders, and no railway or plane connections

How then was ““ Shakunthala” written and get keown? How did
Panini, Pathanjali write their Sutras? How did Sage Gowthama write his
Tharka? How did Vyasa compose fis one hundred thousand stanzas of
Mahabharatha ? Did he just sit, close his eyes, and 1ecite, and how without
writing, could 1t come down for thousands of years as if written on stone ?
Will some one today, Dr Kane for instance, sit without paper and ik, or
type writer, and compose his history of Dharmashastra? How would he
proceed from chapter to chapter, or thought to thought, 1f there 1s no record
of what 15 already composed ?

In judging India’s past, latter day Indian scholars are timidly sub-
servient to western scholars, and western scholars have approached the
Indian problem not with an X Ray ability to visualise the actual truth, but
with limitations, 1gnorance, assumptions, and prejudices, and jump to con-
clustons which may have no relation to truth It is ttme for Indian scholars
to awahe from therr Kumbhaharna slecp shake off their slavish mentality,
and, with quichencd minds sharpened intellect, and spiritualised brain-power
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seek the truth as thewr time honoured ancients did  Was India the ongnal
source of Light, and did the light spread out from there, or did Indians
borrow every thing from others,—as their men are dowmng now,—and still
present a composite wholz whr h looks aacient serene majestic, not to be
seen In any other nation ? It 1s time that Indians strove to find the trus
answer.

In the present context, whoever discovered writing, and whosver
brought printing nto vogue, the fact that m 1020 AD  Bhoja Raja who
was ruling mn Malwa knew the works of the leading poets of many centurtes
past belonging to far off corners of the sub contineat, that he knew thewr
stanzas so wntimately as to appraise the specific literary b2auty of each stanza
and show which particular aspect of Alankara shastra 1t exemplified, 15 a
matter of genune wonder! If the whole vast library of the then known galaxy
of Sanskrit poets had been broadcast by radio and been tape recorded 1n
Bhoja Raja’s mind, he could not have been more meticulous, more com-
prehensive, and more brilhantly thorough i propounding his revolutionary
theory of Alankara Shastra mn ** Shringara Prakasha’.

Another curlous fact about the work 1s that, written in the early
11th century 1n Malwa 1ts manuscript was discovered mne centuries later,
not 1n Malwa or near by but tn the farthest corner of thz Peminsula in the
South, 1¢, Kerala as were also discovered Bhasa’s unknown plays! Kashmir
and Kerala seem 1o be, or 1 have been, the treasure-chests of ancrent
Sanskrit manuscripts, all honour to their men of culture !

We are glad to present the second volume of ““Shringara Prakasha 7,
consisting the six big Prahashas, 9 to 14 Editing the age-old manuscript
and publishing 1t 1s 2 pamstaking endeavour mvolving delay and cost  We
have undertaken the work which tho Unnersiies—Madras and Mysore —
had left undone, and are domng the best we could, under the handicaps and
limtations that assatl non-official work  “God”, they say, “tempers the
wind to the shorn lamb > and we hope that 1t will please God to see the
work through

Our object 1s to do our mite for Sanskrt and pay our tribute to
Maharaja Bhoja Raja
i G R JosiEr,
Founder, International Academy

of Sanskrit Rescarch, Mysore
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The following verses in a manuscript of 3MBFRE by Parantaka
refer to Bhoja, TAIRSITISF js attributed by some to Kalidasa or Shankara-
charya. But Parantaka claims the authorship in 1001

ezrefi), wandian arerai qAem | gAR Ush WARS grance e, )
Womarauld srsal ey | azudgsni & AR aaghoe g
SwfRradens (413) THEE giwmfadn wad ol Ghasfng aavgzu
amrAARaER o8 @ ffafia 1 aedwenn saesk gfem o
smafidwgE s Ryam | Saal agn BgoemE gyaag o
agikafaiig Apwew qE: | gWwATEm gN Ul segmag U

LUATQL ARITIT: TUASIZITH AT | ¥t @ agangg =t qraeqafa o
a@ mrmasg Raacaaf |
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BHOJARAJA'S WORKS

D

The list is found in the Madras University Publication No. 11

‘“Saraswathi Kanthabharana”:

Literature :—Saalikatha, Srngaramanjari, Visrantavidyavinoda.

Literary Criticism -—Saraswathikanthabharana, Sringaraprakasa
Grammar :—Saraswathikanthabharana.
Righantn :—Amaravyakhya, Samyaminamamalika.

Dharmasastra :—Rajamarthanda, Yuktikalpataru, Vyavaharasamuchchaya,

Ratnamala.
Astronomy and Astrofogy :—Rajamrganka, Vidvajjanavallabha,
nibandha, Prasnachintamani.
Yoza:—Yogasutravritti.
Vaidya:—Rajamrganka, Chaarucharya, Ayurvedasarvasva.
Sciences :—Samaraanganasutradhaara, Saalihotronnaya.
Saita :—Tattvaprakasha.

Bhujabala-

Dhanurveda :—The Kodandamandana was caused to be written by Bhoja.
Music:—The name of the work is not known, but the name is conjectured

to be ¢ Gitaprakaasa ** by some.
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