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INTRODUCTION.

IN the Introduction to the Fust Volume of the
KARNATAKA KAVICHARITE 01 LIVES OF KANNADA POETS
the antiquity of the Karnataka country and lan-
gquage and the support given by kings and nobtles
to the advancement of the Kannada language and
literature were briefly touched upon A few more details
will now be aiven about these and other mat-
ters conuected with them before saying a few words
about the ji1~<ent volume, in the hope that they may in-
crease the respect of the Kannadigas for, and arouse their
interest 1n, their countrv and language, and that as a conse-
quence earnest efforts may be made by them for the advance-
ment of both

Antiquity of the Kannada Country.

The Kannada country wuas once under the rule of such
ancilent dynasties of kings as the Mautya, the Andhra, the
Kadamba and the (anga

It 1s stated 1n Jaina works that when a great twelve
years' famine occurred curing therergn of the Mauiya king
Chandragupta, the Jaina community under the leadership of
Bhadrabahiu, the last Stutakevali, migrated to the Punnata
kingdom 1 the south of Mysore , that king Chandragupta
abdicated and accompanied Bhadrabahu as his disciple;
that on reaching Sravana Belgola Bhadrabahu, seeing the
approach of hi= death, ordered the community to proceed on
their journey, stopped at Sravana Belgola and died there (1n
B C. 297) being attended on by his disciple Chandragupta
during his last moments, and that after the death of his
preceptor Chandragupta Lived there for seme time and ulti-
mately died by the Jaina rite of sallckhana or starvation.
With regard to this acceunt Dr. Vincent Smith writes—* My
prescut impression is that the tradition has a solid foun-
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dation on fact.”! A few facts which appear to support the
traditional account may be mentioned here  On the smaller
hill at Sravana Belgola there ara2 even now a cave and a
temple named after Bhadrabahu and Chandragupta res-
pectively An inscription: of the 7th century on the same
hill states that the couple of ascetics Bhadrabahu and
Chandragupta lived on the hill  Two more epigraphs3 of
the 9th century near Seringapatam tell us that the samec hill

was marked with the footprints of the same couple of
ascetics

Three inscriptions of the time of Asoka, the grandson of
Chandragupta, arc found 1n the Molakalmuru Taluk ot the
Chitaldrug District in the Mysore State  Recently an Asoka
inscription  was  discovered at  Maski 1n the Nizam’s
Dominions. We learn from the Ceylonese Buddhist Chronicle
Mahavamsa that Asoka sent a Buddhist missionary to
Banavase and another to Mahisha-mandala. The late Dr,
Fleet was of opmion that the Mahisha-mandala mentioned
above did not refer to Mysore but to a province on the banks
of the Narbada. But Mabhisha-rashtra or Maisa-nadu occurs
as the name of Mysore in inscriptions and hiterature  Maisa
1s only a tadbhava or currupt form  of Malusha. The above
facts show the connection of the Mauryas with the Kannada
country.

A Prakrit inscriptiond of about the middie of the 2nd
century A. D, engraved ona pillarat Malvally in the Shikat-
pur Taluk of the Shimoga District, records a grant by
Haritiputra-Satakarm for the god Isvara of the village,and a
Sansknit inscriptions of the early part ot the sth century, in-
cised on a pillar standing in lront of the Pranavesvara
temple at Talgunda in the same Taluk, states that the god
Pranavesvara had been worshipped by Satakarmi and other
kings. At Chitaldrug have been unearthed lead coins 1ssued

1. karly Huwstory of India (31d cdition), page146 2 Sravana Belgela
17. 3. Epwgrapha Carnatica, 111, Seringapatam 147 and 148, 4 [lbid, VII
Shikarpur 263. 5. Shikarpur 176.
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by the Andhrabhrityas and their viceroys. These facts afford

evidence that the Kannada couniry was 1n the possession of
the Andhras.

Below the Prakrit inscription on the Malvalli ptllar men-
tioned above 1s engraved another of about the nuddle of the
3rd century which registers a grant of land for the gol
Isvara of Malvalll by a Kadamba king Further
it 1s stated 1n the above-mentioned Talgunda ptllar,
inscription that the Kadamba king Kakusthavarma cons-
tructed a tank for the god Pranavesvara The tank, whichs
in front of the Pranavesvara temple, 1s popularly known as
Panamana-kere, pranama being a corrupt form of Pranava,

the first word 1n the naine ot the zod There 15 evidence to

show that Kakusthavarma was a contemporary of Samudra-
gupta (330—373), the celebrated king of the Gupta dynasty,
and was connected with him by matrimonial alliance It s
thus eclear that the Kadambas were connected with the
Kannada country

The numerous old records ot the Gangas occurring 1n all
parts of the Kannada country bear ample testimony to their
rule over 1t

It was stated before that the Jaina community migrated
from the north to the Punnata kingdom 1n the south of Mysore.
This ancient kingdom 15 known as Punnad in Kannada and
1s named Paunnata by Ptolemy in the 2nd century A D who
says that 1t was noted for the preclous stone called beryl It
was ruled by Rashtravarma and other kings from their
capital Kirtipura, the modern Kittur situated on the Kapini
niver 1n the Heggadadevankote Taluk of the Mysore District.

Mysore, as stated before, 1s named Mahisha-rashtra or
Maisa-nadu in inscriptions and literature In the Tamil Antho-
logy called Aga-nanuru verse 115 composed by the ancient
poet Mamulanar of about the 2nd century A D names
Erumai-nadu (¢rumai- buitalo) and says that 1t was situated
in the west (Kuda-nadu), and verse 36, attributed to Nakkirar,
another ancient poet, fells us that i a battle that was
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fought at Talaiyalankanam the Pandya king Nedunjeliyan
defeated the combined forces of these seven chiefs, namely,
the Chera, the Chola, Tidiyan, Ehlini, Irungovenman, Porunan
and Erumaiyuran (he of Mahishapura) Verse 253 of the
same poet states that Erumaiyuran was related to the
Badagas In another old Tamil work called Silappadikaram
it is stated that the Chera king Sengittuvan of about the
2nd century A. D, while on an expedition to the north, stayed
on the Nilgiris and witnessed with great pleasure the dance

of the Kannadigas These facts testify to the antiquity of
the Mysore country,

Varahamihira, who flourished in the s5th century,
mentions the Karnataka country in his Brihatsamhita The
poet Rajasekhara, who lived in about A D qoo, refers 1n his
Kavyamimamsa to the mannerisms of the Kannadigas mn
reading their books

Creatness of the Kannada Country.

The Kannada country was the abode of every comfort
and possessed all the marks of a high state of civilisation. It
was adorned by virtuous kings, distinguished scholars, able
statesmen, celebrated divines, brave warriors, pious devotees
famous merchants, shilful artists anl loyal <ervants, [t is
described 1n glowing terms by many poets and chroniclers-
These de<criptions are not mere poctical fancies, they are

amply borne out by the accounts furnished tous by foreign
writers

KINGS -The Kannada countiy was ruled over by such
renowned kings as Srniputusha, Nripatunga, Tailapa,
Tribhuvanamalla, Vishnuvardhana, Vira-Ballala, Bukka,
Harthara, Krishna-Deva-Rava, Rajanripa, Kanthirava-
Narasa-Raja, and Chikk-Deva-Raja. Distingiished for their
valour, justice, liberality and appreciatron of ment, they
have left behind a name which 15 even now cheriched and
honored 1n many parts of the country. Though professing a
faith differing from those of their subjects, they treated the
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latter with marked impartiahity aud extended their support
to all alike Whenever there was a quarrel between different
creeds, they took up the role of arbitrators and brought
about reconciliation. Merit, wherever found, was appreciated
and honored by them

SCHOLARS &c —The Kannada country was the birth-
place of Madhvacharya, the lcader of the Dvaita s hool of
philosophy, and gave shelter to Sankaracharya and Rama-
nujacharya, the leaders respectively of the Advaita and
Visishtadvaita schools of philosophy It was also the birth-
place of Basavesvara, the leader of the Virasaiva sect The
monasteries established by these leaders with their numerous
branches are to be found all gver the country Moreover, the
Kannada country was deservedly fimous for its pre-eminent
scholars, ascetics, philosophers and devotees such as
Vidyatirtha, Vidyaranya, Sayanacharva, Snpadaraya,
Vyasaraya, Raghavendra-yati, Anantacharya, Vedanta-
chirya, Purandara-1ast, Kanaka- lasa, Siddharama, Tontada-
Siddhalinga, Nemichandra and Subhachandra

WARRIORS —We learn from the Ceylon chronicles that a
Chola king named Elala <onaucred Ceylon in 205 B C with
the help of a Mvsore armyr In an inscription of the
Rashtrakuta king Dantidurga it 1s stated that the Karnataka
armv was capible cf defeating the ruler of Kanchi and the
Kerala, Pandya and Chola kings 2

MERCHANTS —It was st ited before that leiwd c¢oins of
the Andbrabhritya kings were uneorthed near Chitaldrug
There were lthewise tound at the same place a brass coin of
the Chinese emperor Han Wu-ti ot about the mmiddle of the
2nd century B C and silver coins known as denarit of the
Roman emperor Augustus who died m A D. 14 These
finds leaa us to the not unrecasonable 1inference that the
Kannada country had 1t ancient times commercial inter-
course with distant foreign countries In fnscriptions and

1 The Lost Cities of Cevlon, 26, 2. Indwan Antiquary, XI, 114,
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1i_terature the epithets Vadda-vvavahari (great merchant)
and Rajn-sreshthr (royal merchant) are gapplied to prominent
merchants. An inscriptiont of about 1120 states that
Hoysala-setti and Nemi-setti were the royal merchants of the
Hoysala king Vishnuvardhana, another? of 1188 tells us
that Chettapa-setti imported 1n ships excellent horses and
elephants and superior pearls and sold them to kings, and
that Daseya transported commodities of the east to the west
and vice versa and articles of the south to the north and wvice
versa; and a thirds of 1255 says that Kunjanambi-sett:, a
celebrated merchant of the Hoysila kingdom, supplied all

the things required by the Malava, Kalinga, Chola and
Pandya kings.

ARTISTS —The ornate buildings erected by the artists of
the Kannada country at Ellora, Ittag:, Belur, Halebid, Soma-
nathapur, Nandi, Sringeri, Sravana Belgola, Hampe and
other places have caused not a little astonishment to foreign
experts Some of these artists have recorded their names on
the pedestals of the images exccuted by them, this practice
being rarely found outside Mysore A word may here be
said about some pecuhar features of the Vidyasankara
temple at Sringert butlt 1n about 1357 Its plan 1s unique 1n
India 1t1s apsidal (oval) at both the ends Even temples
apsidal at one end are rather rare in India The present
plan 1s somewhat similar to fthat of Trajan’s basalica at
Ré)me, built in A D 98, with apses at both the ends. The
skill of the artists who designed and built such a unique
temple 1s beyond all praise  Further, the central hall 1s sup-
ported by 12 well carved pillars, each of which has
sculptured on 1ts back a sign of the zodiac such as the ram,
the bull and so forth, arranged in such a way that the rays
of the sun fall on them 1n the order of the solar months

LOYAL SERVANTS — The Kannada country was adorned
by loyal servants, both male and female, who showed their

1. Sravana “Belgoia 4137 [Revised Edition] 2, Arsikere 22,
3. Arsikere 108
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undying attachment and fidelity to their masters by readily
laying down their ives. One or two instances will suffice.
On the death of the Hoysala king Ballala II in 1220, a prince
of the name of Kuvara-Lakshma, deeming 1t a shame to
survive his lord, died with his wite and his whole battalion
of a thousand choice warriors.I Honni, a female seérvant of
Honnavve-payakiti, had her head cut off on the death of her
mistress 1in 1215.2 Another remarkable instance of selfless
devotion 1s furnished by a family of chiefs who were faihful
servants of the Hoysala kings They took upon themselves
a vow not to survive thetr lords and commutted sticide along
with their wives and male and femdle servants in regular
succession on the death of their successtve masters3

Antiquity of the Kannada Language.

The occurrence of some Kannada words m a Greek
drama of the ?nd century A D. discovered at Oxyrhincus
in Lower Egypt has alrcady been referred to in the Introduc-
tion to Volume I of the LIVES OF KANNADA POETS4. Among
the Kannada authors that preceded himi, Nripatunga meng
tionsDurvinita who 15 most probably the Ganga king  of that
name who ruled about A D 500 Kannada inscriptions
make their appearance from about the 5th century- Besides
the authors named by Nripatunga, Snvardhadeva and
Syamakundacharya appear to have written 1n Kannada in
about 700 Amirtasagara, a Jaina Tamil poet who flourished
before the 11th century, states in his  Yapparungalakkarigas,
a work on prosody, that there existed in the Kannada lan-
guage a work on prosody named Guuagankiyam and that the
Tanul work adopted some of 1ts characteristics, one of which
was addressing the rules to @ woman Untortunately the
name of the author 1s not given, nor has the work come
down to us It is very probable that this author dedicated his
work to the Eastern Chalukya king Vijayaditya 11 (844-888)
who had the distinctive epithets Gunaga, Gunaganka and
Gunake nalla

1, Belur 112, 2. Molakalmuiv 12, 3. Krishnatdjapete 10, 4, Page 2,
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Patronage to the Kannada Language.

From the earliest times kings and nobles have patroni-
sed Kannada language and literature Among the patrons
may be mentioned the Gangas, the Rashtrakutas, the
Western Chalukyas, the Kakatiyas, the Hoysalas, the
Eastern Chalukyas, the Rattas of Saundatti, the Silaharas of
Karad, the Kongalvas, the Chengalvas, the Tuluva kings,
the Chautas, and the kings of Vijayanagar and Mysore, as
also the Palegars or chiets of Ummattur, Nuggehall:, Sugatur
Pinyapattana, Hadindu, Belur, Chikkanayakanhall, Mud-
gere, Bipjavara, lkkei1, and Kalale Besides these kings and
chiefs, ministers, generals and other officers subordinate to
them, and many minor chiets have also encouraged literary
men. It s also worthy of note that not a few of the above-
mentioned kings, chiefs and-high personages were them-
selves authors of works 1in Kannada These statements wil]
now be illustrated 1n some detail by a tew examples

THE GANGAS —It 1s very probable that the Ganga king
Durvinita (¢ 500) 1s tdentical with his namesake mentioned
as a Kannadada prose writer by Nripatunga  As we learn from
an inscriptiont that the wotk Gajashtuka composed by Siva-
mara (c 800) was sung by women when pounding grain, 1t
must have been a Kannada work  Ereyappa (c 900), who
had the distinctive title Mahendrantaka, was the patron ot
Gunavarma [, the author ot the Sudruka, the Harwemsa and
other woiks Chavunda-Raya,the nunister of Rachamalla,
composed the Chavundaraya-purana in 978 Nagavarma I, who
was patronised by Rachamalla’s younger brother Rakkasa-
Ganga, was the author of the Chhandombudii and other works,

THE RASHTRAKUTAS —It is well known that among
these kings Nripatunga (814-877) wasan author. The title
“ matchless poet " 18 apphed in an 1nscription? to Srivijaya-
dandanatha, a subordinate of Indra-Raja III (915-917),
Krishna-Raja III (939-968) bestowed the title Kavi-chakra-
varti on the poet Ponna,

'I. Nagar 35_2. Epigraphia [ndica, X, 150,
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THE WESTERN CHALUKYAS —The feudatory chief Ari-
kesarl was the patron of the tamous poet Pampal King
Tailapa (973—987) conferred on the Poet Ranna the title Kavi-
chakravarti. Srnidharacharya, who was patronised by Ahava-
malla (1042—1068), wrote the Jataka-tilaka 11 1049. Santinatha
the minister of the chief Lakshma who was a subordinate of
Bhuvanaikamalla (1068—1076), was the author of the poem
Sukuwmara-charite, and Nagavarmacharya, the mnister for
peace and war of Udayaditya- the great minister of the same
king, composed the Chandrachudamani-sataka Under the
patronage of Machi-raja, a subordinate of king Ahavamalla’s
son Jayasimha, Chandraraja wrote the Muadana-tilaka and
other works ; another son of the same king, Kirtivarma, a
younger brother of Vikramaditya, was the author of the
Govaidya , and Brahmasiva, a protege of the same king and
a friend of Kirtivarma, wrote the Samayvaparikshe and thc
Trailokyarakshamani-stotra  Nagavarma Il was the court poet
of Jagadekamalla 11 (1138—1150), Durgasimha, the minister
for peace and war of the same king, wrote the Panchatantra 3
and Madhusudanadeva, the (omposer ot the inscription
Davangere 41, was honored by Vira-Pandya of Uchchangl, a
feudatory of the same sovereign.

THE KAKATIYAS —It 1s stated that Raghavanka (¢ 1165
read his poem Viwresvara-charite at the court of Prataparudra
of Warangal and was honored by the king Palkunke
Somanatha flourished during the time of another Prata-
parudra (c 1300).

THE HOYSALAS —Abhinava-Pampa and the poetess
Kanti seem to have been honored at the court of Ballala l
(1100—1106) Rajaditya wrote his Kshetra-ganita and other,
mathematical works during the reign of Vishnuvardhana
{(1111—1141). Sumanobana, the father of the poet Janna,
was the court poet of Narasimha I (1141—1173). The authors
Kereya Padmarasa and Harisvara were respectively the
‘minister and the accountant of the same king, Ballala Il
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(1173—1220) conferred the title Kavi-chakravarti on the poet
Janna. His minister Bachi-raja 1s described 1n an inscrip-
tionl as the equal of Poona 1n poetical skill. At the instance
of two other ministers of his, namely, Chandramauli and
Vasudhaikabandhava-Recharasa, Rudrabhatta and Achanna
wrote respectively the Jagannathavijaya and the Vardhamana-
purana. Under the patronage of Padmanabha, another
subordinate of his, Nemichandra composed the A;dhanema.
Polalva-dandanatha, the minister of Narasimha I (1220-1235)
was the author of the poem [laricharitra. Mallikarjuna, the
father of Kesiraja, wrote the Suktisudharnava for the recreation
of Somesvara (1233 1254)

THE EASTERN CHALUKYAS --As stated before, Guna-
gankiyam, a work on prosody, came 1nto existence during the
reign of Gunaganka-Vijavaditya (844—888) Narayana-
bhatta, who helped Nannayya-bhatta, the court poet of Raja-
raja (1022—1063), 1n the composition of the Telugu Bharata,
was also a kannada poet.

THE RATTAS OF SAUNDATTI—Parsva-pandita, the
author of the Parsvanatha-purana, was the court poet of
Kartavirya IV (1202-——1220), and the poet Balachandra-kavi~
kandarpa also flourished during the same reign  Guna-
varma 1l was patronised by Santivarma, a subordinate of

the same king
THE SILAHARAS OF KARAD By order of Lakshmana-

Raja. the son of Gandaraditya, Kannaparya wrote the
Nemnatha-purana The Liavati was also composed during
the same reign by Nemichandra.

THE KONGALVAS.—Mauktika-kavi, the author of the
Clhandranathashtaka, seems to have been patromised by Vira-

Kongalva ‘c, 11¢0).

THE CHENGALVAsS.—Mangarasa III, who wrote the
Samyaktva-kaumudr (1508) and other works, was the son of
Vijaya, the chief of Kallahalli, who was the hereditary

1 Hassan 119.
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minister of the Chengalva kings Nanjunda wrote the
Aumararama-kathe during the reign of Chengalva Nanja-
Raya (1502-—1533)

THE TULUVA KINGS —At the instance of Bhairava’s son
Pandya-Raya, king of the Tuluva country the /ranachandra-
bhyudaya was composed by Kalyanakirti in 1479  Kotisvara
wrote the Jivandhara-shatpadi in about 1500 by order of Haiva-
nripa’s son Sangama, the ruler of Sangitapura. Ratnakara-
varni, the author of the Blavatesvara-charite, which he wrete
in 1557, received the title Sringara-kavi at the court of Bhai-
rasa-Odeyar of the Tuluva country. Salva, the author of
the Bharate and other works, was the court poet of Salva-
malla, the king of the Tuluva Haiva and Konkana countries
ft was by order of Bhairavendra of the Kelavane throne that
Bahubali wrote the Nagakumara-charite, and Chandrama the
Gommualcsvara-charite Adiyappa wrote the Dhanvakumara-
char ite under the patronage of king Bhairava-Raya ot Gera-
soppe, and Payanna his Ahumsa-chariic under the patronage of
the son of king Sangama-Raya of Sangitapura Chandra
sekhara, the author of the first part of the Aama handra-
charitra, was the court poet of Lakshmana-Bangara 1 of the
Tuluva country, and Padmanabha completed the vork m
1730 under the patronage ot Chenna-Raya, the .uler of
Mulike.

THE CHAUTAS — During Chennamambe’s reign Tiru-
mala-samanta’s treasurer Padmanabha wrote the Padmavati-
charite and during Abbakkadevi’s reign Pattabhirama com-
posed the Ratnasekhara-charite. Surala wrote the Padmavat:-
charitc 1n 1761 by order of Chennamma-devi, the queen of
Chaudrasekhara-Chikkaraya

THE VIJAYANAGAR KINCS —Mangarasa I, the ruler «t
Mugulipura, wrote the Khagendramanidarpana during the
rule of Harihara 1(1336—1353) Madhura, the author of the
Dharmanatha-purana, was the court poet of Harthara II
$1377—1404). Deparaja, son of Bukka I's son Kamparaja,
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wrote the Sobaginasone and other works The authors
Lakkanna-dandesa and Jakkanarya were the ministers of
Deva-Raya II (1419—1446). Chandrakav: was patronised by
Gururaya, another mimister of the same king. The poets
Chamarasa, Magge Mayideva, Gurubasava and Battalesvara
wrote their works under the patronage of the same sovereign
and Kumara-Vyasa also seems to have written his Bharata
during the same reign It was during the rule of Mallikar
juna (1446—1467) that Kallarasa wrote the Jaravasya Tontada
Stddhalinga flourished during the reign of Virupaksha
(1467—1478) Kavi-Linga was the court poet of Saluva-
Narasinga (1487—1493) By order of Krishna-Deva-Raya
(1509 —1529) Timmanna-kavi wrote the latter portion of the
Bharata  Sadanandayogi appears to have written his Bhaga-
vata during the rule of Achyuta-Raya (1530—1542) Emmeba
sava was honored by Salakaraja’s son Tirumalaraja, a subor-
dinate of Sadasiva-Raya (1543—1567) Bhattakalanka wrote
the Sara-traya at the instance of Sri-Ranga-Raya 1 (1573-1584)
and his disciple Bhattakalanka wrote the grammatical work

Sabdanusasana during the rule of Venkatapati-Raya I (1586—
1615)

THE MYSORE KINGs —Rajanrnipa’s (1578—1617)minister
Tirumalarya was the author of the Karnavrittanta-kathe. King
Chama-Raja (1617—1637) wrotec prose vers.ons of the
Ramayana and the Brahmottarakhanda, and under his patro-
nage Ramachandra wrote the Asva-sastra and Padmana-pan-
dita the Hayasara-samuchchaya. The authors Bharati-Nanja and
Govindavaidya were the proteges of Kanthirava-Narasa-Raja
(1638—1659), and the mathematical work Behara-ganita was
composed by Bhaskara under the patronage of the same king.
King Chikka-Deva-Raja (1672—1704) was not only an author
himself, having written the Binnapa and other works, but
also patronised a large number of poets and poetesses.
Among the iatter may be mentioned his mnisters Tiru-
malarya and Chikkupadhyaya, the poets Timmakavi,
Mallikarjuna. Singararya, Venugopalavaraprasada. Chida
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nanda-kavi and Mallarasa, and the poetesses Honnamma
and Sringaramma. Krishna-Raja [ (1713—1731) patronised
the authors Cheluva and Ramayanam Tirumaleyacharya,
and his queen Chelvambe wrote the Varanandi-kalyana and
other works The authors Venkamatya and Katti Gopala-
raja were the subordinates of Krishna-Raja II (1734—1766),
Singaracharya wrote the Sruanga-mahatmya under the
patronage ot Chama-Raja (1770--1776) and Devachandra
wrote his Rajavalikathe by order of Devirammanni, the queen
of Khasa Chama-Rija 71776—1796) Krisnna Raja I
(1799—1868) was not only a voluminous writer hunself buat
was also a munificent patron ot hterary metit By his en-
cottragemeat many works were written by Ahya Lingaraja,
Nanjunda of Devalapura, Srinivasa~kavi, Santaraja-pandita,
Venhatarama-sastri, Subrahmanya, Nanjappa ot Maddagin,
Sitarama-stiri,  Kempua Narayana, Ramakrishna-sastr,
Kamala-pandita and others By order of his queens Cheluva-
jammannt and Devajammanni, Bhagavatam Krishnasvami
wrote a4 Kannada verston of the Vasishtha-Ramayana in 1869,

THE PALEGARS —Nilakanthacharya wrote the Arzrd/l}:a-
¢haritra under the patronage of Vira-Nanjendra (1482—1494)
ot Ummattur, Linga-mantrt wrote the lexicon Aubbigaru-kaipidi
at the instance of Raya-bhupa of Nuggehalli, Mummadi-
Tamma of Sugatur was the author of the Sawrkara-samhate.
Doddyya, the author of the Chandraprabha-charite, was
patronised by Vuupa-raja of Piriyapattana, Narasimha-
bhatta composed the medical work Vadvasarasangraha by
order ot Chenna-raja of Hadinadu, and Surya-kavi, the
author of the lexicon Kavikanthahara, was a protege of
Venkatadri-Nayaka (16206 -1643) of Belur Sosale Revana-
charya wrote Kannada versions of some Sanskrit works at
the mstance of Mudiyappa-Nayaka of Chikkanayakanhalli
and ot Raghuvappa-Nayaka of Mudigere- Virakta Tonta-
darya, the author of the Siddhesvara-purana and several other
works, was patronised by Tontada Siddhalinga-bhupa of
Bijjavara, and Mallikarjuna-kavi by Immadi Chikka-bhupa
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of the same place. By order of Venkatappa-Nayaka
{1582—1629) of Ikken Tirumala-bhatra wrote the Stvague.
Basavappa-Nayaka (1697-—1714) of lkker: was the author of
the Suktisudhakara, and his successor Somasekhara-Nayaka's
mnister Nirvanaiya wrote the Swapijavidhana. The Kalale
chief Vira-Raja wiote the Vaidyasamhitasararnava, and his
protege Chennayya the Padwmini-parinava Deva-Raja, son of
Vira-Raja, was the patron of Rangaiya, the author of the
Tulakaveri-mahatmya. Nanja-Raja, younger brother of
Deva-Raja, was himself a voluminous author, under whose
patronage Nuronda wrote the Sawundara-kavya and Venka-
tesa the FHalasya-mahatmya.

Further, Deva-kavi (¢ 1200), the author of the Kusu-
mavali, was patronised by Chikkaraja-chamupa, Mahabala-
kavi (1254), who wrote the Neminatha-purana, by Ketaya-
Nayaka, Vijayanna (1448), the author of the Dwvadasa-
nuprekshe, by Honnabandi Deva-Raja, the ruler of Vemma-
nabhavi in the Beluvala-nadu, and Bommarasa (c 1450),
who composed the Saundara-purana by Tipparasa, the ruler
of Denkanikote.

Some more authors appear to have been minor chiefs in
possession of a small princtpality or one or more villages.
The following table gives their names, works and approxi-

mate period :(—

AUTHOR WORK. TIME.

Udayaditya, son of the Udayadityalankara ¢ 1150
Chola chief Sorianatha.

Somaraja, son of Indu- Udbhata-kavya .. 1222
sckhara-raja,

Madhava, ruler of Hiri- Madhavalankara . ¢ 1500
yur.

Viruparaja, a Bhima
among the Cholas. Tribhuvana-tilaka ... 1519



AUTHOR.

His son Virabhadraraja.

Ramendra, son of Rama-
bhupati, ruler of Kako-
tal.

Annaji, son of Ayyana-
bhupa.

Srningarakavi, son of
Bommarasa, ruler of
Rasavali.

Virabhadraraja, son of
Nrisimharaja.

Jakka-bhupala

Narahari, ruler of Bal-

lalapura.

Virajanapat:, ruler of

Belagodu.

Sesha, younger brother
of Raghava-bhuvara

Basavarajendra
Nanjanatha-bhupala
Chennaraja

Nanjayya, son of Linga-
rajendra.

Krishnaraja of Salem ...

15

WORK TIME.
Virabhadra vijaya &c. c. 1530
Saun dary a-katharatna c. 1550
Saundara-vilasa c. 1600
Karnataka-sanjvana “
Commentary on Pala- ”
kapya’s Hastyayur-
veda.

Bharatakathasangraha ¢ 1620
Prahlada-charnte c. Iéso
Vikrama-vilasa .o ”
Rukmangada-charitre .
Mahavibhuti-mahime . ¢ 1700
Vaidyasarasangraha .. ’
Venkatesvara-sataka... c¢. 1750
Kapota-vakya ,
Vivekabharana &c ... 1769
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The Southern and Northern Schools in Kannada.

Some scholars have written at length about the so-called
southern and northern schools in Kannada and expressed the
opinion that they owe their existence mainly to the influence
of Tamil and Telugu respectively There do not, however,
seem to be sufficient grounds for this opinion It 1s true that
the expresstons southern and northern schools do occur in the
Kawirajamarga of Nripatunga, the Kavyavalokana of Naga-
varma Il and the Sabdanusasana of Bhattakalanka Thus
in the second chapter of the Aawvirajamarga these expres-
sions are used when treating of the ten merits of composition.
But this part ot the chapter 1s mostly a translatica of the
first chapter of the Kavyadarsa of Dandi in which the ex-
pressions are used n the sense of the Vaidarbha and Gauda
schools or styles 1 Sansknt Consequently whatever
Nripatunga has written with regard to the mernits of com-
position refers as in the original to the Vaidarbha and
Gauda schools, and not to the southern and northern schools
in Kannada For examples of Nripatunga’s translation of
Dandi’s verses the reader 1sreferred to the Kannada Intro-
duction Nripatunga, however, gives 1n another place! what
he considers to be the distinguishing characteristics of the
southern and northein schools 1n Kannada, which  consist
merely 1n the use of one of the recognised duplicate forms of
certain verbs 1 prefetence to the other Whatever may
have been the case during or previous to the time of Nripa-
tunga, we find no such distinction observed by authors who

came after him.

Let us sec what Nagavarma II says about the southern
and northern schools. He has adopted the title of the first
chapter of Dand1’s work, namely, Marga-vibhaga, for the first
section, which treats of the same subject, of the third chapter
of his Kavyavalokana and has closely followed Dandi, hke
Nripatunga, inthe treatment of the ten ments of composition.

1. II, 100—104.
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His verses 500 and 521 are merely a translation of verses 41
and 42 of the first chapter of the Kavyadarsa  So,  the
southern and northern «chools mentioned hy Nagavarma 11
do not refer to any such < hools 111 Kannada but to the
Vaidarbha and Gauda schools 1n Sanshrit

Coming now to Bhattakalanka, we find that in his
commentary on sufra 288 he recogniscs the evstence of the
southern and northern schools 1n Kannada and tells us that
of the two forms of the ptonoun oi the finst person wdn 1S
used by the poets of the north and «x by those ot the south,
But this dictum 1s not boine out by literature, since we find
both the forms used indiscriminately by the poets of the
north and the south

If according to the scholarsmentioned above the nurthern
schoo! 1in Kuannada arosc through Telueu 1nfluence, that
language ought to have only the fotm wenn ol the pronoun ot
the first person, but we find in it also the other form énu
corresponding to the du of the <outhern school  Again, of
the southern school arose, according to them, through Tamil
influence, there 1~ no rceason for the oxistence in that lan-
guage of nan, the form ot the northern school

The foregoing enquiry has lod us to the concluston  that
according to Nripatunga and Bhattakalanka there exist the
southern and northern schools 1 Kannada, their distinguish-
ing characteristics beimng the use of one ot the recognised
duplicate forms of certain verbs and the pronoun of the first
person 1n preference to the other But a study of Kannada
literature shows that these distinctions are more honored 1n
the breach than in the observance by the poets  Nor have
we any valid grounds tor supposin€ that the above-men-
tioned schools were brought into existence by Tamil or
Telugu influence. It does not therefore appear to serve any
useful purpose at present to make too much ol what s
evidently a chstinction without a difference and quarrc) abuot
the southern and northern schools 11 Kanndda

3
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The Karnataka-Kavicharite or Lives of
Kannada Poets

The first volume of this work was published so far back
as 1907, nearly twelve years ago, and 1t may naturally be
asked why there was such a long delay 1n bringing out the
Second volume of the work It 1s my duty to answer this
question, and m answering 1t some personal matters have
also to be mentioned Mr S G Narasimhachar, my collabo-
ratorin wniting the first volume, died within a tew years after
its publication  His sound scholarship 1n Kannada, his
poetical skill, his great modesty and amiable disposition
commanded the admiration and respect of all .hose who
cdme m contact with him It 15 not too much to say that his
untimely death 1s 4 great joss not only to the Mysore State
but also,to the whole Kanuada country Personally 1t was
an irreparable oss to me It cooled my zeal for this labour
ot love With the heavy duties of the Archaological
Department, 1t appeared well-nigh impossible for me to find
leisure to continue this work single-handed 1 therefore
came to the conclusion, though with the greatest reluctance,
that I should give up the work and leave 1ts completion to
other scholars,

But after tho fapee ot some time I found that theie was
no hikelihood ol any one elsc undertaking the work, and 1t
occurred to me that the experience gained 1n writing the first
volume and the materials laboriously collected for the work
ought not to be lost tothe country, and that the duty of
completing the task, however difficult and wearisome, ought
to be undertaken by me Patriotism and the love of the
language thus impelled me to take a firm resolve that 1
should somehow tind time and do this humble service to the
Kannadigas

The Second Volume.

When however the woth was commenced, the difficulties
appeared to increase mn number, It was found that the
materials pireviously collected were meagre and incomplete
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and formed only a very srall part of the equipment necessary
for carrying out the work When formerly the manuscripts 1n
the Madras Qriental Library and other places were examined,
attention was chiefly directed to matters relating to the first
volume leaving the others for fuller investigation at some
future time Unfortunately, however, it was found on a
second visit that a great many of the manuscripts formerly
noticed had heen lost or destioyed by moths, And 1t was
not possible even after a diligent search to prociire elsewhere
copies of these lost manuscripts  This accounts for the very
brief notices of some oOf the poets, which are hased on the
meagre notes taken formerly  Another trouble that had to
be contended with was the extreme difficulty 1n obtaining on
loan even for a short pertod 1manusctipts from their owners.
It 1s to be deplored that many owners of manuscripts have a
strong disinclination even to show them to others, not to
speak of lending them even for a day or two  Some even go
so far as to deny the possession of any manuscripts Further,
my heavy official duties left very little time at my disposal
to attend to this self-imposed task Thad to do 1t single-
handed whenever I could snatch a httle leisure  There was
moreover considerable delayin the press owing to shortage
of paper due to the war, and othet causes These facts
account for the long delay 11 the appearance of his volume.
For the purposes of th1s voluime [ examined the manu-
scripts in the Madras Oriental Library, the Mysore Oriental
Library, the Sarasvati-bhandara of the Mysore Palace, and
the private libraries ot Messrs  Dorbali-Sastri of Sravana
Belgola, M A Ramanuja Iyengar of Mysore, Subba-Pandit
and Narasimha-Sastr1 of Agara, Yelandur Taluk, Patel lsva-
ratya of Agrahara, Koratigere Sub-Taluk, Basavalingayya
of the Hirniya-matha at Kumgal, and Bommarasa-
Pandit of the Archacological Office, Bangalore Some
manuscripts were kindly sent for reference by Messrs
Karnataka-bhasharatna Karnbasava-Sastr1i and MV
Chandrasekhara-Sastrt  of Mysore, and K Ramasvam
Ivengar and Jirige Basavalingappa of Bangalore [
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also reCeived from <ome other gentlemen a few notes
concerning a few woiks that were either in their
possession  or came Uunder their notice My acknow-
ledgments are dueto qll the gentlemen mentioned above

This volume contans the lives of about 350 poets who
flourished from the beainning of the Isth century to the end
of the 17th. Among theqe, 1hout 160 are Virasatvas, 75 Jainas,
60 Brahmanas, and 50 othets  1t1s not to be supposed that
every one of them was a great poet. I have deemed it proper
to include 1 the work every poet that came under my notice,
as otherwise thete 15 every likelthood of the names of many
ordinary poets being quite forgotten  This volume 1ncludes
many poets and works not known before 1t may be roughly
stated that nearly one half ot the poets and works dealt
with here are¢ cither quite new or very little known.
A careful study ot the work will make this quite clear
The first forty-two pages contain matter 1n the shape
of additions an.l correc tions belonging to the period treated
of in the first volumeé A noticeable feature in Virasaiva
literature 1s the number of old works known as Vachanas
written 1n simple lucid vigorous prose, with the object of
popularising rehigious and philosophical truths [ have put
together in one place all the available information about
these prose wrnicrs and given eXtracts {from their works
{(pp 105--124) Sumilarly [ have dealt with some of the titles
of poets met with in hterature (pp 175—178)  Three appen-
dixes are given at the end of the work. The first contains
accounts of a few poets left out i the volume though be-
longing to the period dealt with 1 1t, the second gives
corrections and some 1tems of additional information;
and the third deals with an arcient poet that came
under notice but 1ecently At the beginning are given for
convenience of reference two alphabetical lists, one, of the
poets, and the other, of the works, treated of 1n the volume

1 do not venture 10 assert that this volume includes all
the poets that flourished in the 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries.
I can however say this much, that no poet that has come under
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my notice has been left out. As stated before, the accounts
of some of the poets are very meagre owing to the want of
fuller information In the absence of any other evidence the
period of some of the poets has heen inferred from the state
of the manuscript, the mode of writing, the date of transcrip-
tion, the style &c. If those who are 1n possession of the
requisite materials help in the removal of these defects
hey will be doing a gieat favour to students of Kannada,
literature  Some one mav ask the question—“ Why are you
in such a hurry to publish a work which 1s admittedly
defective ?”, and my reply s this “ Man 1s mortal; it 1s DOt
right that the materials laboriously gathered durmg a perod
of nearly a quarter of a century should be allowed to perish
with the gatherer , 1f on the other hand they are published
and laid before the public, there 1s a likelthood, at some time
or other, of their being corrected and improved upon” I
therefore offer this volume as a further tribute to the
Kannadigas with a full knowledge of its defects I may
however be permitted to <tate that 1t was my intense love for
the language that impelled me to this difficult task and
not any desire for gain If the volume will conduce
in however <mall a degree to the advancement of the

Kannada language, [ shall deem my labours amply reward-
ed*

I am deeply grateful to His Highness the Maharaja of
Mysore for having graciously permitted me to dedicate this
volume to him

*With regard to the antiquity of the Kannada language, the following
mav be of some interest -Accordingto Jama tradition Brahm, the daughter
ot Rishabhadeva, the first Jama who flourished in the Sushama-Dushshama
period of the present cycle (avasarpint), invented 18 alphabets, mecluding
among others, Kannada Recently a curious mscription of about the 9th
century was found in a Jaina Temple in the Deogarh Fort, containing speci-
mens of different alphabets mostly Dravidian Report on the Hindu and Bud-
dhist Monnments, Notthern Cirele, for 1918, p 10
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God willing, I propose to wiite a third volume bringing
the account up to date.

It only remains for me to express my thanks to scholars
and the press for their appreciative notices of the First
Volume of the Lives of Kannada Poets, and to the authorities
of the Mysore Umiversity for their help in getting the present
volume printed.

BANGALORE,
R. NARASIMHACHAR.

July 1919,
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