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NOTE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

The copies of the second cdition having been
hausted, this edition has been brought oul to meet
the constant demand for the book. A few slight

~hanges have been made in the test and the notes.
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NOTE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

The following are the changes introdaced in this
edition of Nitimanjari, Part I: -

1 The foot-notes of the former edition have
been amplified and transferred to the end of the
book. Some grammatical and  philological notes
have been added where they were deemed necessary.

2 The stanzas have been numbered consecutive-
ly from the beginning to the end. The following list
eives the names of the Tamil works and  the number
of stanzas translated  from cach .-—Naunneri 1-—40,
Miidurai 41—66, Vettriverkai and Nalvali 67 —82,
Nitinerivilakkam  83—131, Nitisdiram  133—1 50,
Nitivenbi 151—171, Ndiadivir 172—325, other
works .3.:6—375. ’

3 The archaic letters 7~ (e9) and /7 (es) bhave
been introduced in this edition. It is well-known
that in Modern Kannada the letters » (8) and 7 (¥)
are imvariably substituted for the above letters,  But,
when either of cach pair of the letters—», - and /, /—
takes the place of the other in a word, there is a
change not only in the meaning of the word but also,
i some degree, in the grammatical processes which
it undergoes: and it is very desirable that students
of the Kannada language should have some idea of
this. I have, as far as possible, pointed out in the
notes the changes which words undergo in conse-
quence of the interchange of » and » and of 7 and /.
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The letters » and 7 are now in usc in most of
the languages of the Dravidian aroup.  But they had
almost disappearcd  from  the Kannada  language
when Messrs. Kittel and Rice came forward and
rescucd  them from undeserved  oblivion, The s
ploncers in the field of Kannada Literature have been
helped by the editors of the Kavyamanjart in the
work of familiarising  the  Kannadigas  with thew
letters.  As the importance of  these Tetters s very
great from a philological point ol view, their revival
cannot but be a source of gratilication to all Tovers of
the Kannada language. T venture to think that it is
desirable to preserve these letters in the poetical
works of the language, though it may be considered
neither  desirable nor feasible at prosent to revive
them i Kannada prosc.

[ take this opportunity of thanking the Mysore
Text-book Committee tor preseribing sclections from
this book for the Lower Secondary Examinations of
1898 and 1899, and the Madras University for
prescribing this as one of the Text-books for the
F. A. Examination of 1900

In the 2nd Part of Nitimanjari, I intend giving «
metrical version in Kannada of pertions of the most
celebrated  ethical work in Tamil—the Kural of
Tiruvalluvar. o

MVYSORE, ) R. NARASIMHACHAR
7th October 1898. §
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NOTE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

Of all the Dravidian languages, Tamil is the
richest in its store of ethical treatises which form the
great code of morals of the Tamil-speaking people.
Many of these works, especially  those written by the
poctess Avvai, of whom the Rev. H. Bower remarks,
“ She sang like Sappho; yet not of love, but of
virtue,” are ¢ familiar as houschold words” among
the Tamilians.  Of Awral, the most celcbrated
ethical work in Tamil, the same scholar says that it
is superior to the Institutes of Manu and 1s worthy of
the divine Plato himsclf.  This work has been
translated into some of the European languages.
and many soholars arc of opinion that there is no
treatise equal to it in any Indian language.

There are some moral treatises in Kannada also :
but their number is not very large. Besides, many of
them are not quite free from sectarian bias.

Knowing a little of both these languages, I
thought I might render the Kannadigas a little
service by giving them a free metrical translation in
Kannada of portions of some of the Tamil works on
morals. The works selected for translation in this
Part are chiefly Naewneri, Miidurai, Vettrivérkai.
Nalvali, Nitinerivilakkam, A’if/"z'e{zbu', Nitisaram
and Ndladiyir. llere and there occur some verses

which are my own. The verses are written in old
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Kannada and all difficult words are explained in the
foot-notes.

I earnestly hope that these verses will be read as
widely by those for whom they are intended as their
originals are in the Tamil country.

My thanks are due to the editor of the Karnataka
Granthamala for publishing this work in parts in the
issucs of that magazine.

MysORE, R. NARASIMITACHAR.
250 Scptenbey 1896
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