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Kanchee Vadikesari Alagiamanavala Jeeyar Swamy
Camp : Sri-Rangapatna (Karnataka) PIN §71438.

FOREWORD

It 18 a pleasure to write a foreword for a work
on the l1fe of one of the great personalities and social
reformers of our ancient times hke Shr1i Ramanuja.
The present work 1s in Kannada language in the
dramatic style brought out by Smt. M. N.
Sarojamma, M.A.

Mr Damodaran, K in his book on “Indian
Thought™ observes that Sankara’s opinion was that
Advaita Vedanta was the singular path to the realisa-
tion of the Supreme Brahman. One must try to
realise the absolute identity of the soul and the
Supreme Bemng: the latter being the unconditioned
one, attributeless and the Truth alone. Jnana or the
cognition of the reality was considered as the sole
means to attain the identity of Brahman. Bhakti and
Karma were only supports and a means to secure
purity of mind ahd hence ancillary to Jnana. Accor-
ding to Bhagavan Sankara, in :order to ascend to
that exemplary level of consciousness which constitu-
ted true knowledge, the pre-requisites prescribed
were 4s:

a) the mind and the senses are 10 be broughg
under control.
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b) all the earthly attachments and passions are to
be totally given up , and-

c) the illusory or changing nature of all mundane
Iife 15 to be understood.

For Sankara, Viveka was the means of attainment
of knowledge Itiscontained 1n the right discrimina-
tion between the real and the unreal. His theory of
knowledge was the extremely idealistic one and bence
that the real knowledge of the world was impossible.
The spiritual knowledge containing the beginnings of
the world of matter could not be known at all To
him, the truth could be attained to and realised only
by means of iatuttion or in a state of ecstatic
consiousness. He advocated the direct experiencing
of the Brahman and nothing else.

Cniticism of Sankara‘s Theory of Knowledge :

Sankara’s 1deological interests the unchanging
and the rigid repetitive process of prodution. It was
one of the basic characteristic features of Indian
feudalism This was reflected in the ideological sphere
by way of a refusal to recognise the reality of changes
and the rise of mew elements m life. Sapkara’s
ideological approach was wanting 1n the dynamic
approach to the problems of life and humanity. The
pure, qualityless Brahman which is Absolute, the
basis of Sankara’s concept, stood beyond all changes
and transformations. It was static, rigid and motion-
less. It was the only reality. There was nothing
but Brahman,” (pp.258: K. Damodaran : Indian
Thought).
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The paradox arising out of Sankara’s view of
knowledge ;—

Where are Brahman is considered to be the only
Truth, and if all the phenomena, all the objects
including human beings were to be Brahman alone,
will 1t be wrong to say that all men should be
recognised as equals, Will it not be true that the same
Brahman manifested 1n a Brahmin and 1n a Sudra?
What would be the nature of justification, then, of”
the caste differences and social inequalities of feudal
society ? Sankara was at least aware his fogic could
lead people in a unwelcome direction. To escape
between the horns of the dilemma, he laild down the
dictum that only those who were high-born could
realise the nondifference of the atman and Brahman.
The study of the Vedas and the upanishads remained
exclusively the privilege of the high-born upper
classes, the enlightened few only Sankara main-
tained that a sudra should be considered incapable
of studying and understanding the Vedas even though
he might be perfectly physmally sound and possessed

a deep desire to learn them. Sankara quoted sastras
and srutis to jostify his stand, with special mention
in the Gautama Dharma Sutras, and in the Manu
Smrithi. According to Sankara, from the prohibi-
tion to hear the Vedas 1t follows, the Sudras are
prolbsted to study the Vedas and to know their
meanings- How will one know the meaning withous
study and how again will be study without hearing
what he studies? With all his deep learning and
viston Sankara 1s apparently supporting the caste
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system which was necessary for the upper strata of
the social structure 1n a feudal society of his times.

According to him, tke division of society between
the rich and the poor, between the higher castes and
the lower castes was predestined and hence there was
no question of changing them

Dr. Radhakrishnan 1n his book on Indian philo-
sophy Vol. II para 616, rightly remarks—that
“a thinker who 1s reachlng forward to a larger con-~
ception of truth does not break entirely from the
common beliefs of hisage. Though the efficiency
of caste iastitutions has ceased to be vital for
Saokara, he seems to allow room for belief in it. The
traditional theory that birth n a particular caste is
not a matter of change, but isa necessary consequenocs
of conduct 1n a former existeace, inclines Sankara to
aocept the claim of the upper classes, Gods, rishis for
the exclusive right to study the Veda.”

As a matter of fact, these high-born folk were to
depend on the labour of the low-born for the satis~
faction of then physical cravipgs and comforts in the
world of matter and of changes. It was not however
laid down that paddy and other artisles of food
produced by Sudras were to be treated as untoucha
ble or as illusory. The high.born had a birth-right
to the enjoyment of luxuries and previleges, Sankara
Insisted that the high-born should lead normal family
lives as prescribed 1n the Upanishads until such time
they realised the non duil nature of Atman and
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Brahman. Passing on their wealth and property to
their children or otber heirs, renouncing all worldly
ties, they had to take to Sanyasa, asceticism salva-
tion was assured to them. Sankara truly opposed
the performance of certain duties and rites laid
down by the Mimamsa. But he himself prescribed
certain new Karmas and Codes of living-  His insi.
stence was that Brahmins should observe the obliga-
tions of caste and the Varnasrama of life. Asan
advocate of the docrine of the one and only reality
the inflnite, formless and attributeless Brahman, he
also justified the worship of idols and of infinite gods.
He had composed by himself hymns in praise of
numerous Gods and Goddesses.

Such apparent contradictions and paradoxes are
to be found in his efforts to justify the dominant
feudal relations and the caste system of his time:
Not only the strength of Sankara’s Advaita and also
its weaknesses were to be found in their roots in the
Indian feudalism.

Renaissance And Reformations :

Sankara’s Advaita bad its emphasis on non-dual
monism and his doctrine of 1Maya was unacceptable
to many. They roused Vehement opposition even
from idealist Hindu philosophers. The Vaishnavi-
tes, the Bhagavathas, the Pancharatras the saivas and
other sects joined the attack. The great philosopher
Bhaskara pointed out that Sankara’s argument
against those who believed in the reality of the
world might be adduced agiinst Sinkara himself.
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He held thatSankara’s-Advaita was nothing but a new
version of the nihilism of the Mahayana Budd hists.

Nathamuni, the author of Nyaya Tattwa and
Yoga Rahasya and his grandson Yamunacharya,
known as Alavandar, were some other opponents of
Sankara’s views. By far the greatest of them were
Ramanuja and Madhva. Ramanuja stressed the need
for Bhakti, devotion to God. He maintained that
knowledge could not ‘be attained by learning the
Vedic Sutras and Upanishadic Verses alone. True
knowledge was attainable only through devotion

to God.

Ramanuja’s Theory of Knowledge :

Jnana or knowledge enabled perfect self—con-
quest and self-surrender to the will of God.
Ramanuja’s concept of Bhakti was not blind faith,
but constant meditation on God based on the highest
knowledge and Nishkama Karma. It spurred the
soul to attain communion with Brahman. In short,
the philosophy of Sri Ramanuja could be conceived
that it had its emphasis on a life of devotion, love,
and service and stands in striking contrast to those
of Sankara which were rigid and of abstract erudition.
In the words of Dr. Radhakrishnan, ‘Sankara’s
Advalta though a masterpiece of intellect, cannot,
inspire religious piety. His Absolute cannot kindle
passionate love and adoration in the Soul.
‘‘Ramanuja’s doctrine had a direct and instant
impact on the people of the period. Ramanuja
tried his level best to reconcile the demands of
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religious feelings with the claims of logical thinking.>’
Ramanuja’s attitude towards the caste system was
not so rigid and dogmatic as that of Sankara. He
declared that Bhakts transcended all caste distinctions.
He stood for the equality in the worship of God. All
worshippers of Vishnu were equal ~ All people, high
and low, were manifestations of Brahman. He
recogmsed the songs of Tiruppanalvar, a devotee
belonging to an untouchable caste, as forming part
of the Veda of Vaishnavites. Ramanuja went to the
extent of saying that the practice of devotion to God
did not in the final analysis require even a priestly
class.. These factors were responsible for the greater
popularity of Ramanuja’s teachings 1n theMiddle
Ages.

All these points of significant psychic and social
experiences which are presented in the form of a
drama 1 simple Kannada language by Smt.
Sarojamma M-A., are for the on lookers to decide
what is really of their greatness and enlightenment.

Camp: Sri Rangapatna
Karnataka-
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Sreemath1 Sarojamma, daughter of Sriman
Mandayam Narsiodayer Iyengar, hails from Sree
Vaishnava familly of moderats means and rich
sentiments and feelings of heart She deserves her
simple, lucid and impressive expressions and language
of the spirit in presenting the mission, life, events
and achievement of Sri- Ramanuja, the social and
religious reformer of his times His mission was
the message of God love and surrender of the self
coupled with modesty, compassion and right know-
ledge of the world of matter, men and God, 1n order
to redeem the falling values of life, weakening faith
into a fertile belief in the Grace of Almighty and the
Universal Brotherhood transcending the barriers of
birth, sex stature, and attitudes. It wasa period of
renaissance and reformation 1nthe pages of the world
History without any symptom of revolution in the
minds of the people. From superstition to superhu-
man aspirations, from animality of fanaticism to the
rational discrimination of the right from the wrong,
understanding of the ancient scriptures and practices
respectively form part of the mission and work of
Sri. Ramanuja. Such versatile and potential ideas
of those days were not personally observed and
under-stood by the people who live after nine cen-
turies since Ramanuja’s time. Sarojamma’s imagina-
tion, as reflected through the pages of her drama in
Kannada titled as “‘Sr1 Ramanuja®, confers on her
the intellectual composition and make up of heg
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meditative inspirations on the subject which are
highly true and factual even for our enlightened
comprehension to this day.

Her Kannada rendering of surdass’s poems from
the Vraja Bhasha (old Hindi) was broadcast by the
A T R. Her renderings in the Sangeetha Roopakam
were patronised by the “KRISHNAJALI SANGHA,”’ 108,
Zad Main Road, Jayanagar, Mysore. Her translating
of short stories from one language to another have
been published in magazines periodically.

This work is dedicated to her grand mother
“Klamelu Ammal” who is believed to be the main
spring of inspirdtions for writings by Sarojamma.

We wish her every success.

H. H. ALAGIAMANAVALAJEER
Kanchipuram.
Camp : Srirangapatanam
7-7-1984
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