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PREFACE.

The present edition of the Padyaciidamani is based on the under=
mentioned books :— :

C. This is a copy on paper in Dévanagari characters of the
Sri-tala palm-leaf MS. belonging to the Palace Library at Tripunit-
tura, Cochin State, and written in Malayalam characters. It contains
téhe work to the end of the tenth Sarga but with omissions in the last

arga.

M. This palm-leaf MS. was purchased for the Library in
1906-1907 in Madura. It is written in Grantha characters and breaks
off in the tenth Sarga.

V. This MS. was kindly lent by M.R.Ry. S. P. V. Ranganatha-
swami of Vizagapatam from the library of his grand-father Maha-
mahopadhyaya Paravastu Venkatarangacharya. It is written on
paper in Telugu characters and is complete in ten Sargas.

T. This is a paper MS. written in Devanigari characters and
belonging to the Palace Library at Trivandrum. It contains the first
five Sargns. o

P. This is the printed edition in Pali charucters published in
1908 in the Bauddhagranthamala series at Colombo, as its second num-
bher. It consists of 46 pages and contains the work up to the 16th
stanza of the ninth Sarga. ‘

The Sanskrit Commentary included in the present edition was
preparcd by the Pandit staff of the Government Oriental MSS. Library,
Madras, under the guidance of its Curator.

2. Padyactidimani is, according to the Colophon, a Mahidkavya,
and consists of ten Sargas of 641 stanzas in variousmetres. The work
is attributed in the colophon to Buddhaghdsicarya and deals with the
birth, marriage and other incidents in the life of Buddha. It isa
highly artificial poem, and the plan of the work follows the rules of
poetics laid down for the composition of Mahakavyas. Dandin’s
stanzas in this point are—

C2zR 3 Cx 8 N6 o
AQOA TSI AR IGAA0: |
7 o~ B 9 N10R
SAMASIH AL I
~11 YL 13 % R
ASTHAAESH FARGIAE: |
14 15 16 e~17 18 A
TR O EI R FZEIUT |

Among these 18 characteristics, 2, 9, 10, 14 and 15 are nob
found herein. The omission of 9 and 10 is particularly significant
in this Buddhistic Kavya.

3. Sources of the work.—The biographical data regarding Gauta-
ma’s life in the Tripitaka and the Lalitavistara and in the Buddha-~
carita of Ag§vaghosa should have formed the chief sources of the
Padyaciidamani. . i

4. Plot of the poem.—There ruled at Kapild, a king named
Saddhodana of the Sakya race, with his queen Mayadévi. Ashe had
no issue, he performed penance. Meanwhile the Lord of the Tusita

world resolved at the instance of the Davas to incarnate in this.world.
for enlightening it and entered the womb of Mayadsvi. The birth of



the son, Siddhartha, was attended with supernatural phenomena. After
the due performance of the natal ceremonies, arrangem ents were made
for his boyish sports, and for his education. In due time as he grew,
he was installed as the heir-apparent, and his marriage was thought of.
He was formally married to the daughter of the king of the Koliya
country. Then the prince with his wife returned to his own city amidst
great rejoicings. The king took particular care to make ample provision
for his son’s enjoyments in the various seasons of the year. During
the autumn the prince practised the use of martial weapons and
mastered it in seven days. One day in the spring season when
he started for the pleasure garden, be saw on the royal road, as
arranged by the Dé&vas, visions of an old man, an afflicted person and
a corpse. He was greatly impressed with the sight and questioned
the attendants of the chariot. On learning from the charioteers the
nature of the ills to which the human body is liable, he desired
to return home. On his way back, he perceived some ascetics,
who were reported to have found the means of deliverance from
the ills of human existence. He again started for the pleasure
garden where he spent the day very agreeably in various pastimes.
He returned home, where formal rejoicings were conducted. Suddenly
he took his resolve to rencunce his royal home, travelled 30 YG&janas,
crossed the river Anavamé, dismissed his attendants and put on
the ascetic robe. He practised severe austerities and lived by
begging his food in the Bimbasara city. Failing to attain salva-
tion he thought over the means of securing it. During the night he
had five dreams and in the morning after making out the significance
of these dreams, he decided on the means of attaining Nirvana. Sit-
ting under & banyan tree, he received Payasa from a woman, proceeded
to the Nairafijard river and ate the food. After spending the
day in the dense Sala forest, he went to the Bodhi tree
in the evening and seated himself there on a miraculously pro-
vided seat. The Davas eulogised Buddha ; and Manmatha, learn-
ing the news, resolved to conquer him. Manmatha’s army first
delivered the attack but failed to make any advance. Manmatha
then made a personal attack which was repulsed. As a last resort,
he sent his women, who performed dexterous dances before Buddha.
and tried their utmost to captivate and overpower bhim, Finding
their efforts wholly futile, they ran away. Thus came to be firmly
established the supreme sovereignty of the great Siddhartha over the
empire of salvation. ;

5. The story as told in the Padyacidamani differs to some extent
from that r:alate in the Lalitayistara and that adapted in Asvaghosa’s
Buddhacarita, and omits many small connecting and necessary links.
In both the works quoted above the sage Asita pays a visit to S'uddhs-
dana immediately after the birth of Buddha and predicts, on seeing
the child, that he would renounce the life of a householder at an
early age to become an ascetic. There is no reference to this in the
Pad gacudamani, and when this is not said, S'uddhsdana’s anxious soli-
citude to get his son married as soon as he comes of age and to pro-
vide for the enjoyment of his son in the palace is not easily accounted
for. The King’s anxiety to keep his son away from all cares and to
prevent him from seeing sights of distress is not mentioned. In the
absence of this information, the effect of seeing such a sicht on the
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mind of Siddhartha is not understood. Again without any indication
of Siddbartha’s mind and inclinations, he is suddenly transported from
the palace to the forest. Siddhartha is described elsewhere as having
started four times for the garden and seen the three unpleasant sights
separately in three excursions and the hermit in the fourth. The gift
of Payasa by a woman, who intends it for a sylvan deity and who
mistakenly gives it to Buddha, is placed in the Padyac@idimani before
and not after he reaches the Nairafijara river. In the Buddhacarita
the Lord of the Tusita enters the womb of Mayadévi so that he may
be born on earth, But in the Padyacfidamani he does this after
being eulogised by the Dé&vas and requested by them. This is similar
to the God’s appealing to Visnu before the birth of Rama.

6. The authorship of the Fadyactdamani is attributed in the
colophon to BuddbaghGsicirya or simply Buddhaghdsa. The author
does not speak of himself anywhere within the poem, except as is
usual in such Mabakavyas to show his modesty in setting about this
work, in stanzas 2 and 3 of the I Sarga. BuddhaghGsa is a conspi-
cuous name in the Pali literature and is we!l known among the Southern
Buddhists of Burma, S.am and Ceylon. He is rightly said to be the
second founder of Ceylonese Buddhism, which, as professed by its
most authoritative followers, is virtually the religion of Buddhaghasa.
Revd. T. Foulkes in his article on Buddbaghosa in the April
1690 number of the Indian Antiquary Vol. XIX, pages 105-122,
after comparing the various legends and historical materials available
in regard to Buddhaghosa, summarizes the points of agreement and
divergence in them, It is thus n.ade out that he was a Bralman by
birth, very learned in Brahminical lore, and an active controversialist
agninst the Buddhists in the early part of his career. He became a
convert to Buddhism and a priest of his new religion. He was,
according to Burmese authorities, a native of Thaton near Martaban,
while some other sources ms«ke him a resident of Magadha. He was
deputed to Ceylon to bring a Pali version of the commentaries on the
three Pitakas of Buddha for the benefit of Burma according to some
accounts and to Imndia according to other accounts. In Ceylon
he composed the Visuddhimagga and is stated to have copied,
translated and commented upon a host of Buddhist works. In his
later life he is said to have introduced the writien texts and
commentaries of the Pitakas in Burma. A summary of the dates
assigned to Buddhaghosa is given, and it is stated that leaving the
extreme improbable dates they extend from 886 A.D. to 557 A.D.
and group themselves about the reign of the king Mahanama of
Ceylon. James Gray in the Buddhaghoshuppatti edited and trans
lared by him (1892, Luzac and co., page 26) concludes, after considering
all the available legends and chronicles regarding Buddhaghosa, that
the Talaing records are the most tiustworthy and that the main facts
according to them are :—

“Buddhaghdsa was a Brahman born in Thatou. He was an
inmate of the XKelasa monastery, and in A.D. 887 he was deputed
to Ceylon by King Thin-li-Gyaung (Dhammapala) in order to bring
away a copy of the Buddhist Scriptur.s. At Bassein, he took ship
for ‘Tamalitti, the Indian port, and first went to Gaya by the Ganjetic
route, to obtain drawings of the principal sacred sites. He returned
by the same route and proceeded to Ceylon where Le stayed for three
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75, e composed the Visuddimagga while at Aniiradhapura, aud,
Ziagis return top’l‘ha.ton, brought a complete copy of the Pitakas with
their commentaries as well as other works in the Telaing characters.”
A list of his works is given in this book of Mr. Sray as well as in the
Indian Antiquary article referred to above. But the name of the
work Padyactidamani is mot found in either list. In an
article on Buddhaghdsa and Fa-Hian in “ The Ceylon Antiquary and
Literary Register’ of October 1915 (Vol. I, Part II) Mr. John M
Senavaratne refutes Mr. Gray’s view regarding Budhagh&sa’s date
and maintains that Fahian visited Ceylon in 412 AD. and Buddha-
ghdsa visited Ceylon in 483 A.D. Mr. Takakusu, in his article on
Paramartha’s Life of Vasubandhu in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic
Society of Great Britain and Ireland, January 1905, says that the
Samantapisadiks of Buddhaghdsa was translated into Chinese by
Sanghabhadra in 488 A.D.

7. From a comparison of the Padyactidamani with the Raghu-
vaéa and the Buddhacarita with particular reference to the descrip-
tion of similar or same things or situations, one is struck with the
profuseness with which Buddhaghosa handles the subject. He gives
a larger number of details or illustrations to impress the ideas he
wants to convey—Vide I 51,63 ; IIT 83, 46. The procession of the
young prince with his newly wedded wife through the streets of his
capital town is described in the RaghuvamsaVII 4 to15,in the Buddha-
carita IT[ 18 to 24 and in the Padyacidamani IV 55 to 83. In the
Raghuvaméa, VII-5 states that the women assembled after leaving off
their usual work on the tops of houses to gaze on the prince, showing
thereby their eagerness, which is detailed in stanzas 6 o 10 of the VII
Sarga. In the Buddhacarita stanza ITT 18 states that women went to
the tops of houses to see the prince; stanzas 14 to 17 show their
eagerness and the desire to avoid disappointment ; stanzas 18 to 22
show the nature of the.crowd that assembled ; and stanzas 28 and
24 represent their opinion about the beauty of the prince. In the
Padyactdamani IV 55 is almost a paraphrase of VII 5 of the Raghu-
vamsa and stanzas IV 56 to 62 give, in a more detailed way, the haste
and the eagerness of the women, Both K&lidssa and Buddhaghssa
refer to the flower garland not worn by a lady, the incomplete
decoration of the eye with the collyrium, the dropping of the waist
belt, etc. Kalidasa’s description 1s exquisitely refined and beautiful
and places before the mind’s eye a picture of the details desired to be
described. AS$vaghdsa’s description involves a conceit in every stanza
describing a detail. Stanza VII-—11 of the Raghuvama and stanza I'V
68 of the Padyactid@mani describe the thickness of the crowd that
assembled to witness the procession of the prince. Again, in VII 12 of
the Raghuvamsa, the intensness of the women’s gaze is mentioned. This
fact 'is elaborated with many counceits in stanzas IV 65 to 68 .and is
continued up to stanza 77, in the Padyactidamani. Further the opinion
of the women about the beauty of the prince is told im s clever and
telhqg manner in three stanzas, viz., VII 18 to 15in the Raghuvam:a
and in a simple manner in TIT 23, 24 of the Buddhacarita, The same
thing is told in a hlgl}ly artiﬁcia,'l and'en.n‘bellished stylein IV 78 o 82



5

8. The peculiarity in the diction of this poem shows that the work
was composed at a time later than Kalidasa. A list of the words
which are not found, either in itself or in its special meaning, in the
Namaling@nusasana is given. Almost all the Alankaras defined in
later works are represented by illustrations in this poem.

9. Metres used.— As in the standard Malhakavyas, the conclading
stanzas of Sargas are in different metres from those of the rest in the
Sargas. The following metres are used :—

geEaSll, ANeHl, ag~diasFH, @A, SYSTIE, T,

GEEERTT, QTEBEHIET.

The whole of the mninth Sarga is, like the second Sarga of
Magha’s Si'upalavadha, writteu in the Amnustubh metre. Stanzas
II 2 to 7 are composed of ¢mly two compound words each.

10. A careful comparison of the Padyactidamani with the Buddha-
carita and the Raghuvari’a on the one hand, and the Kiratarjaniya and
the S'isupalavadha on the other, would lead to the conclusion that while
the l'adyactidamani should have been considerably later than the
Raghuvamsa and the Buddhacarita, it might well be assigned to the
period of Sanskrit poetry and poetics to which Bharavi, Dandin and
Magha can be assigned, viz., 5th Century to 7th Century A.D. ‘As may
be made out from the references given in paragraph 6 supra, thereis a
consensus of opinion in favour of assigning Buddhaghdsa to the latter
part of the 5th Century A.D. This date for the author of the
Padyactidamani comes into conflict with Dr. Macdonnell’s date of
Kalidasa, viz., the beginning of the 5th Century A.D. and would
appear to strengthen, to some extent, the view maintained by
Mr. S. Ray, M.a., in his learned and ecritical introduction to his
edition of the Sakuntala~——1916 Calcutta, that Kalidasa on the strength
of the Bhita-medallion and such other evidences should be placed
early in the 1st Century B.C. between ASvaghdsa (79 A.D.) and AZoka
(227 B.C.).

S. KUPPUSWAMI1 SASTRI,
Curator, Govt. Oriental MSS. Library, Madres
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LIST OF WORDS OCCURRING IN THE PADYACUDAMANI
WHICH ARE NOT FOUND EITHER IN ITSELF OR IN
ITS SPECIAL MEANING IN THE NAMALINGANU-
SASANA OF AMARASIMHA.
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REFERENCES TO DESCRIPTIONS OF SAME OR SIMILAR
THINGS IN Ig%3r, g89%a AND qaeramm.
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