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PREFACE.

The KNacya Manjari and the Kacya Kalanidhi publications
represent an attempt to preserve and popularize the rare and
ancient works of Kannada Literature which have intrinsic
poetic worth of their own to recommend them over and above
their rarity and antiquity. It is keenly felt that without a
guide to the Poctic .Arl, the beautics of these works will go
unrecognized or but scantily noticed. To supply such a long-felt
want, this book is an attempt, and I hope I need not offer any
apology to the cultured reader for its appearancc. The need,
if satisficd even to a small extent, will itself be my apology.

I hope I shall, with the encouragement of the literary
public, be able to continuc the work as intended and explore
to the utmost of my ability, a field hitherto untrodden.

I have preferred impressiveness even at the cost of repeti-
tion which may herc and there strike the reader of Part I of
this book. T owe it to myself to state that it could rot be
helped when the book is a piccemeal contribution to a journal.

[ must ecxpress my gratitude to the late lamented
Mr. G. Kasthuriranga Ayangar, .., for his Introduction to
Part I of this work. The subject was cnlarged upon in various
ways after the introduction was written, as the reader will
see for himsclf. L

My thgnks are duc to ;\I_;;‘_,;B.m!éhb'ba'Rao, B.A., for the
kindness with which he permitfed this work to appear in his
valuable monthly, the Karnataka Granthamala.

The late Mr. S. G. Narasimhachariar, Pandit K. Rama-
nuja Iyengar of the Wesleyan High School, Mysore, and several
other friends have helped me with various suggestions. My
thanks arc due to onc and all of them.

Any corrections and suggestions for improvement will be
thankfully received.

Mysone, Mo Ravanogy IVENGAR,
21t dpril 1908.



INTRODUCTION.

Under the title of “ Kavi Samayam ™ Mr. M. A. Rama-
nuja Tyengar has giyen to the Kannada rcader an introduction
to Poctic .Irt in general and to Kannada Poetic Literature in
particular. Poetry itself is well-known to be of two kinds :
(1) Natural poetry or poetry that is born from the heart when
it is strung to holy passion by ‘* feclings too deep for tears,”
(2) Conventional or metaphysical poetry or poctry of the head
where rare and apt fancies arc culled together from various
objects in the world of art and naturc  The former class of
poetry is a product of the age and can be had only when deep
and great truths stir the depths of peoples™ hearts under a more
or less democratic coustitution of society ; whereas the latter
is the product of culture and calm reflection and is plentifully
found in aristocratic and oligarchic times and countries. It
is of the latter kind that Sausknt Literature and for the
matter of that, every literaturce that has had its birth under the
influence of Sanskrit Literature is full. Nor is this class of
poetry confined only to the East: Lrench literature of the
classical period, IZnglish literature during the Common-Wealth
and after the Restoration,all belong to this class. The so-called
metaphysical school of poetry in lingland is nothing but con-
ventional poetry: it is merely want of taste to deride the
exquisite gems of this class of poctry by dubbing them meta-
physical or conventional.  Mr. Iyengar has tried to show how
fur cven the so-called conventional pocetry is subject to reasons
psychological or other. Therefore, though apparently the
book is intended to be an introduction to Kannada Literature,
it will, I am sure, help cven the general reader in better under-
standing the why and wherefore of many matters connccted
with such asthetic ideas as good taste, beauty etc.

This book only purports to be an introduction and no
more. [ hope it will micet with the reception it deserves and
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induce the author to fill in the dctails in many things that
are merely touched upon in this and will present a more
systomatic treatise on the subject. It must not be supposed
however, that the author has in any way stinted his explana-
tions, short as the book is but bas given as exhaustive a trcat-
ment of the subject as can interest the general rcader and
whet his appetite for reading some of thc less common
standard authors of Kannada, such as Nemichandra, Naga-
chendra, Pampa, Ranna, Aggala, Harihara and others.

The scheme of the treatment is roughly as follows :—The
term Kavi Samayam is first explained at some lcngth, with
numerous examples to show that there is such a thing called
Kavi Samayam or Convention in poetry. Next the auther
proceeds to classify the leading conventions under the well-
known categorics vi-., Genus, Substance, Action, Quality, I7igure,
Sentvment, and Suggestion and so forth.

It is obvious that there must be sume definitencss in such
conventions : for without it there can be no translation ofidcas
from the author to the reader. One noteworthy feature of this
book is the author strives to give purely psychological reasons
for such conventions and shows at length the need for them.
Even the architectonic part of a composition, such as the
construction or adaptation of the plot becomes clear under the
light thrown on the subject : for even they are to a certain extent
conventional.  Though art is * holding the mirror up to na-
ture,” the mirror itself does not reflect accurately every fault
and every defcct that is in nature: it idealizes and trans-
figures everything, giving, in the words of Shakespeare,
to ‘““airy nothings a local habitation and a name.” \Wcll has
the nature of Poetic Art been summerised by Mammata in his
Kavya Prakasa.

“ Q0333 BRoNTTLI0 ag%#dao’bmdazﬁsﬁwa%m‘ |
{30133 090 IDFITRTE 3¢ 52030 Jenrond |

G. K.
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