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saints and earn felicity of expression in Sanskrit. Shri
Japgu Venkatacharya was a great scholar having a
number of Sanskrit books to his credit, and the present
work is 2 fine literary specimen of the learned prolific
writer.

VARANASI-2
20tk August, 1969 } §. N. SHASTRI
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INTRODUCTION

1 bow hefore the Divine Seers of great devotion and

detachment through the spontancous compassion of Visgu
whaose ambiton 1s the uphiftment of men

The Lord of Sri, the Supreme Person endawed with infinite
auspicious qualities, the Self fulfilled Absolute known as Para-
Brahman, the sole cause of the world in the Abode of Bhss
afforded to men an apportunity for salvatipn by providing them
with body and senses and by offering the many lores of know-

ledge and their imparcers, enabling them to grasp the five-fold
truth

Men remaiming suil immobile and vninformed, the Lord
choste the path of incarnating Himself and, appearing as Nara
and Narajyana, demonsirated the conduct respectively of the
pupll and the preceptor  The incarnation appeared 1in a series
with the aim ofturning the human mind along the right path The
abnormality observed 1n tbe incarnations kept people away
under fear Thereupon the Lord introduced imnto the troubled
world devotees sancufied by His grace, who, being finite minds

ahke the straying minds, taught and hved a life of stainless
serenity

Tur Prre emineEnceE oF THE Divine Seers

The divine scers by the grace of the Almighty, tided over
the surging waves of 1gnorance, postessed knowledge of 1the Real,
the means to 1t and the valuc of realising 1t, and stationed theme
selves securely at the final epd of God dependence Parned at
seeing men plunged 1o 1gnorance despue their intrinsie deserved
ness to enjoy Bhiss, the Se~rs passed on their wisdom and put a
grear many 2long t\he path 1o Perfectron, rmptilong sndunpg
devotion and subservience towards God Thas type of effort proved
effective and agrecable The Seers who were successful 1o this
moisston naturally hecame receptacies of God s umque grace and
love Of the mnpumerable gified seers, ten bave come to be
adored as prominent even as the ten Avataras of God mn the
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infinite series of His descent  They are — 1 Bhitamum

2 Saromunt 3 Mahadahvayamum 4, Bhatta natha
5 Bhakusara 6 Kulacekhara 7 YogivEha 8 Bhaktanghn
renu 9 Parakala and 10 Parankus'amunt Sr1 Goda,

daughter of Bhattanathamuni and Madhura Kaw, the direct
nupil of Sr1 Parankusamum, though counted as the eleventh and
twelfth, are trcated along with their Acaryas  Mention of this

category of acacyas 13 made 1n the Paficaratras with great respect
and prasc

i

The relative merits of the divine seers are based on then
out-look and conduct As the seers emerge far superior to the
common man, so the divine seers occupy a status far superior
to the *zers  Among the divine seers, Bhattanatha occupies a
high status for, ignoring hit personal gain, Moksa he ofiered
what 13 known as Madgal@s Zsanam (heaping goodwill)} to the
Almighty surrounded 1n the world by persons spiritually polluted
by the advent of the age of Kalh, The disparity between
Bhattanatha and Goda, his daughter, 13 egually glanng
Normally the Lord awakens the mortals from their slumber and
presents Himsell before them  Goda on the other hand took the
imitiative and waking up the Slumbering Lord’ prevailed upon
Him to condescend to accept ber service and install her on the
Throne of Service The sex of Goda gains significance 1n the

context of devouon taking the form of love when the finite mind
becomes 1he spouse

The importance of the role of the devotee even 1n preflerence
to the Almighty s stressed 1n the s'astras and he 13 projected as
the only object of constant observation and approach  The
Upanisads speak of Atman as the one object of hearing, conside-

ration, meditation and intuiion  Revealing the mnner significance
of the Upanisadic Atman, the Smrtt contamns the remark—

Ahlada sita netrambuk pulakikyta gElravan
Sada paragunBurstah drastavyah sarva dehibhih

The splendour of the ‘Observing Reality’ 1s more inviung
to man than that of the “observed Reality * The observer 13 seen
God intoxicated, with his body bristhing all over and his eyes
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shedding tears of joy This s a thnling experience of one n true
ecstacy and He alone deserves to catch our attention, for all times

The divine seers hived long ago  They are installed and
nrescrved in 1conic frames 1n the holy places providing an
apportunity for therr meditatten aad warship  The seers appear
off and on like Suka and Saunaka and even 1n modern times we
do come acrois seers such as Laksmidasa yn Yadavadn {Melkote)

BioorAPHIES OF THE DIiviNE SERRS

The biographical sketches about the diviae seers mainly deal
with the story of their shaping under the grace of God Many
such books have been written in Sanskrit, Sanskritised Tamil
{Manipravaila) and other languages of the land  Thity five such
books are now avallable, alihough many of them are suil in
manuscript form  The first of the writers 15 one Garudavahana.
Pandita, a contemporaty of Sri Ramanujacaraya

The present work 13 a version 1o Sanskrnt of the not un-
wieldy classic of Padcat Sundaramunt It was wnitten by S Jappu
Venkatacarya svamin of the Baladhanvin fammly, who haied
from Yadavadn A renowned scholar, honoured all over for his
deep, wide and crincal learming and adored for his prous hiving,
Venkatacarya acceded to the wishes of scholars, savants and
students at Melkote, gave discourses on occasions of avatara
(birth day) celebrations of the respective Divine Scers and la tcr
preserved them 1 his writings

Tie ActE or THE Divine Seers

Modern scholars beld that the Divine Seers floorished between
the 7th and Oth century A D Ramanuja was born 1n 1017 A D
Nathamum the grand father of Sr1 Yamunacarya Ramanuja's
parama gurua may be said to belong to the 9th cenwury A D
He obtalned the Dravida Veda direce from Parankos’'a mare
commonly known as Sathakopz or Nammalvar The enure
bulk of the Dravida Veda and the several seers responnble for the
different sectiony of the Dravida Vedanta must be avsipned w a
period 1n which Sathakopa figures as the last
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Madhurakavsy, a direct disciple of Sathakopa 1s said to have
produced a verse of his master at a great gathering of Tamil
scholars and poets A noted poet, Kambar by name, acknow
tedged the towering quality of Sathakopa’s work and, 1m token
of that recognition, he composed a classical piece, viz, Sqthagopan
and@ds 1n Tamil, This incident leads to the conclusion that
Madhurakav: was a contemporary of Kambar

Sambandhar, another Sawite poer of great fame, who
belonged to the 7th century A D, 13 sa1d to have met Parakala,
auother divine seer, and invited him to a controversy in which
Parakala came out victorious Parakala makes mention of a
king Vaira megha who 15 i1denufied with Dantidurga Vajra-
meegha  There 15 also a reference to Pallva kings  These are
some of the considerations ¢f medern scholars to fix the age of
the Divine Seers somewhere between the 7th and 9th cent A D

Another type of evidence 1s availabe to maintain that the
Diwvine Scers (Elvars} belonged 10 great antiquity  Vyasa, the
author of the Brahma Sutras and the epic Mahabharata, lived
prior to 3000 B C as evidenced by the Mahabharata 1tself In
the Brahmasutras (Paficaratra adhikarana) Vyasa discusses the
validity of the Pafcaratra which on that account must belong
to a stfl earher period Sankara, Ramanuja and other
Vedantins have construed the four siitras of the said adhikarana
as relauing to the validity of the Paficaratras although that
name 18 not specifically mentioned theretn In the Pancaratra
Samhitas mention 15 made explicitly of the divine seers and
their contnibution It 1s therefore appropnate to hold that the
Divioe Secers lived even prior to Vyasa,21e 3100 B C

As regards the names Pallava etc, occurring 1in the works,
cne way of thinking 1s that a name ts not resiricted te ooe
person only but 1t may refer to many in the sertes bearing that
name The Visgu-puraga makes this point clear in IV 24-117,

Bahutvatn ndmadheyBnam pansankhyd kule kule
Paunarukiyaddh: s@mydc ca na may® panksrirta

In the absence of sufficient data to the contrary, on the
basts of internal evidence vital to the growth of philozophic life,



o«

XX111

1t may not be mmpropsr to asugn to the divine ssers the age
given them n the tradiironal biographic works,

Tre Wonrks or THE DIVINE Srers

Expressiont passed through the medium of the divine teers
immersed deep 1n divine ecstacy came to be hnown as the Divine
Songs, the Dravida WVeda, etc  They share in full measure the
charactenistics of what 138 commonly regarded as the Vedas Their
tcaching 1s the elucidation ol the Vedanta philasophy  They are
styled as the best gloss They are the Vedas 10 so far as they refer
to the vedic content directly, Independently and 1in comprehension
They are also anelucidation as they present the content with utmost
clarity and fulness, These Prabandhas are 24 1n number contain.
ing a total of exacily 4,000 verses, Like the Gayatri Ramayaga,
they contain the import of Vispu Gayatri Many other works in
prose and in verse are sald to have becen composed by them as
gathered from the line “Vrua gadyitmikam ramyam® The
prabandha d-dicated w Sl Ramanuja known as Ramanua
nuttandddt fortns an 1ntegral part of Prabandha hitereture as 1t

refers to the apostle’s “Atman enlightenmemt™ covenng the
intentuion of the Upanisadie “Auman™

THEe HoLy SHRINES

Holy shrines are those where the Creator has chosen to
reveal Mimself in full halo and glory  They are known as
Divya des’as  They are said to be 108 1n number  The divine
secrs refer to these shrines  Of them 4 are speaially significant
The sigmficance 13 shared by these four uniformly This 1s
mentioned 1n the Guruparampara works 1o detail  Sr: Vedanta
des'ika of the 13th-—14th century A I} refers mn his Sankaipa-
Suryodaya X 90 to these four important shripes, viz , Sr1 Ranga,
Vrsabhacala, Karigirr and Srimad Yadu-ksmabhrt

Sr1 Ramya Jamatrmum (14th cent A D ) in his mangala-
actaka refers to the four shrines including Yadavadr ~

Kamalabuca kasturt kardamaikite.-vaksase
Y adsvadn muvasaya Sampatpuiraya madigalam
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In th~ fampus place of Sravana Belagola, a Jaimna resort, a
Kannada stone tnscription reads thus Kot Tirumalar Peruml
kotl Trrundrdyanapuram modaldda In the Yatindra pravapa
prabhava all these four shrines are mentioned The verse attributed
to Ramanuja cited 1n the above work refees to the four shrines

Sriradga madgale manim karund-mudsam
Srivenkatadr s1kharalaya kalamegham
Srihastisatla s skharoyyoala paryalam
Sris am namams strasa yadus arladipam

Ramanuja, the Ekalavya of Yamunacarya has mncluded
Yadusaila on the authority of Parankusa 1n the first verse
of huis Tiruvaimol which refers to the four shrines an the four
feet of the verse The last foot refers to the feet of Narayana
associated with Sm 1n a general way and 1n parucular in the
first decad of the 4th centum known as Oru n@yagam  Of the
Paficaratra the two samhitas Satvata and Jaya pointedly refer
to the four shrines —

Bhagavad vyakty des esu svayam vyakiesu bhutale
Astottaras ate mukhyam rainabhutam catustayam
Sreranpam Verkatadrisca Hastis arlas tatahiparam
Tato Narayanadns ca diyya stkana-catustavam

It 13 to be remembered that the four shrines have received

uniform consuideration at all stages 1n the history of Srt Vaisnava
rel sion  The contenuon that only three shrines, to the exclunion
of Yadavadn of immense value to the religiouy minded, 13 recog-

nised by the Alwars 13 therefore unfounded and unorthodox

The Guruparampara 1n essence scrves the purpose of
throwtag light on the God soaked Divine Seers, their works and
the holy shrines of lasung and untained sancuty which have
raised them to heights from which they ceaslesly shower ther
blessings on mankind to secure their emancipation

A close study of the lives and warks of Alvars reveals the
reasures of knowledge which would otherwise lie for ever hidden

Maharaja's Sanskrit College }

Mysore 15-9-1969 Jacou SUDARSANACHAR
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SANSKRIT INDEX

(A) NHAMES OF WORKS

Arthas'dstra

(Barhaspatya) Xvil
Auminpusastavah 92
Aniruddha samhit} 119
Amalanadi piran 68 111
Albarvadiras 37
Antaryamt brahmana 38, 97
Asmadgurucaritam X1
Acaryacaritamrtam X1
Aduyapuragam 116
Iuhasamala X1
Irapdam tiruvandadi 7, 106
[fvarasamhua X V1L
Utiarasiiricaritam X1
Altareya 37

Kathimapadadipiks, 105
Kagnioun shruitambu 25, 108

Kaighka puragam 67
Kausitaki 37, 40
Gadyatrayavyakhya 114

Guruparampara prabhava ix,
%, X1, K1V, XVi1

Guruparamparfprabhava
dipika X, %1
Gurumuktavali x1
Caramasiokacandnki 105
Caramas’lokauppag: 105, 126

Caramophyasira x
Chandogya 29, 37
Jayantimilsa x, 8, 43, 55
Jayantistava X1
Jayikhyasamhitd xvi
Jilinirgavam x

Tienkkururdandaham 73, 112

Tirnccandaviruttam 17,119,107
Tiruncdundapdabam 73, 132

Trruppailagd 42, 110
Tiruppalhiezhuccy 63, 111
Tiruppavai vii, 48, 110
Tirumila: 63, 111
Tiruvaimol 23, 108, 116
Trwuvssiniyam 23, 108
Tiruviruteam 23, 108
Tiravelukkuttirnkkas 73, 112
Tattirliya 6, 37, 96
Trims’at pras’'nottaram X1
Daksiga dvaraka-

mahatmyam 117
Divyades'a

mangaglasasanam xv
Dwya:ﬁnprahhﬁva-dlplka X

Devargjastakam 113
Nacetyartirumolt 49, 51, 110
Nanmubantiruvandad: 19,107
Nar@yaga caritam x
Pafichstavah i!ls
Parames'varasamhita xvi, 119
FPeniyattrumaqal 73 112
Periyatirumols xin, 73 112
Peniyatiruvandids 23: 108
Peniyélvar tirumo) 42, 110
Perumal tirumo)s 30, 1(9
Prapattisop&nam x
Prapannakalpaka x
Prapannimrtam X1
Prambnasatigraha 118

Pracinamiirgaprakasa x1
Brahmakaivares 116



128

Beahmipda purdga 115, 116
Bhirgava puriga | 116
Maigalistakam XV
Mahfg'ri maulikrama xi, xvi
Mahopanisad 37, 95
Markaydeyapurépa 117
Mukundamal& 31, 109
Mudal tiruvandadi 7, 106

Minonam tiruvandadi 7, 107
Moksadbharmah " 95
Yatindrapravagaprabhava
v oxvl
Yamakaratniikara 93, 114
Yamakinkara Samvadah 64
YajGavalkya .
Brahmopanisad xiv, 121

Rimanujacaritam x
Ramianujacaritavu xi
Raminujaniittandadi xiv
Ramanujirya divya carita xi
Varadarajastavah 89, 93
Vartamald X
Vasudevasamhita 118, 119
Vijfianastuti X

INDEX

Vispu-puringam xiii, 47, 95,96

Visnu yamala xiv, 121
Vigvaksena Samhita 119
Viddha vasistha 116
Vrddha harita smrti 118
Vaikug tha stava 92

Vaikhénasa satigraha 120
S'atapatha brahmana 99

Siriya tirumadal 73, 112
S ambhurabasya g9
S'rigugaratnakos/a 93
S'ri bhiigavata 96, 115
Sri bhiasyam 84
S'rl rafigardja stava 93
Srivaispva prakiram x

Srivaispava samayacara-
niskargah XI

Sristava 93
S'wvetdsvatara ‘.?5
Sankalpasiiryodayah xiv
Sitvatasamhita xvi x, vii, 63
Suodarabahu stavah 92
Harivams'a 06, 117
Harita samhita 118

(B) NamEs oF peiTiBs (in ilalics), ALvARS AND INDIVIDUALS

Agastya, 09, 116
Acyutar 20
Aparyaptamria 17, 18
Arantangiyar 20
Andal 82, 110
Apastamba 34, 109
ArZvamudalvar 17
Udaiyananigaiyar 20, 21

Uttamadeva 76

Uttamanambi 85
Upyavanda perumal 31
Uraiyiir nicciyar 66
Kapikagpga 10, 15, 16, 1'_;:
Kambar S 7:511

pcipirpa ’ 3 ’
Kaficipirg a0 81, 113
Kariyar 20
Kumudavalll 50
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Kulasekhara 27, 28, 31, Paragasuderak 3, 23, 24,

109, 116 30, 32, 92
Kiranatha 83.91, 114 Parinkusah xn, xvi, 20,
Konkagasiddha 13 25, 3b, 83, 97, 109,
Gajendradisa 78, 81 106, 115, 116

Goda 45, 46, 49, b1, §2, Paragkns'adisah 83, 87
53, 85, 110, vis Paris’'arabhattarya 1%, X,

Gobhila 117 99, 86, 93
Gosthipirgah 84, 84 Pallava xu1, 15
Cakrapagniyar 20 Pas'cat sundaramum  x, xi
Jarmim 38 Panasinn 67, 68, 111, 116
Tirukkaccinambi 113 Parthasdraths scamen 11
Trrukkurutkudinamb o0 Piigald 64
Tirunarawyiirpirpah 70 Pillay pt]lai Glvan 82
Tiruppanalvar 111 Piidatth]var 106
Ticumahgaippirin 8, 107 Peniyalvar 110
Tirumangalalvar 1142 Perundevi 82
T:rvaraﬁgauamudanar 82 Pt‘.'}'ahi'ﬁr 6, 107
Tiruvaludivalanidar 20 Parhai a]vir 6, 106
Tiruvalan 0 Parkartiydr 20
Tituvalmarpan 20 Polindninna parin 2]
Togpdaradippodt 63,111 Bhaktanghnrenn 65,63,
Totadrisa 116 65, 111, 1156
Dimodara 82 Bhakusara 8.19,107, 115
Dadarathy 83, 84 Bhatt{an&tha 32,40 46,
Devadevi 67-61, 64 922,83, vus
Detalis ak 7 Bhitamuni 6, 7,13, 106,
Dharmavarma 66 1156
Nathamunt x11, 25, 93 Madhurakavi  21.26, K2,
Nammulvir 1G8 108, 110 au
Naliriin 82,90  Manu 39, 60, 99
Nigamfintaguruh X5V Mahadahvaya 6,7, 13.
Nilah 69, 70, 71, 72 14, 107, 115
Patkajarundar 0 \fahipirgah 80
Patai jaly 10 Miruticonyfiydin 88
Parakglah  xwoxmn xvin 03, Yathoktakar: 0. 14,17
60, 76, 112, 1156 Yadavaprakiva 17

1%
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Yamunirya 1%, xv1, 17,

78, 80, 83
Ramyajamatr xv, 61, 62
Rajavodeyar b4
Ramamis'ra 82
Laksmidasa 1X, X1V
Lokasarangamum 07, 100
Vajramegha X111
Vatapatrasdye 32, 33, 36

47, 892, 92
Vadaperunikosludaiyan 32

Varadarazza 71,77 81,90, 93

Vallabhadeva 33, 40, 63
Vanaginnatha 44.G2
Vittuvakkottunztyaka 31
Vipranarayaga 65, b7-64

Vispucitta 32, 36, 40, 44,
45, 46, 62,110, 116

Visvaksena 4,18, 32
Vaijayanti 5, 53
Vyasabhattaraka 86

Sankarabhagavatpada xm

INDEX
Srinivasakaw IX, X
Shibhagyakara 84,85,91

S’ riradganatha 1%, XV, AVl
30, 44, 52, 53, 65, 58, H0,
61, 64-68, 74, 78, 85, 80,

g0, 93,116

S'ri Ramanujacdrya 1X, X1l

x111, Xv1, 48, 63, 77-85,

87 94, 115
Srivatsacinhamis'ra 892, 84
94
S’ rinedsa 14, 50, 116
Suktuhsgara 12
Sengapnar 20
Sendamaraikkappar 20
Selvanambi 34
Sesasana 40, 41
$’onnavannams eyda perumal 17
Saunaka 1%, 53, 68
Sambandhah xt1, 13 T4
Saromum 6,7, 13, 14,
106,115
Sundarab@hu 44,92
Sumangala 69

(C) NAMES OF RIVERS AND PONDS (1n tialics), TOWNS, ETC

Sathakopa x13, 20 26, 63,

64, 73,92, 103,108,119
Anantasimha XV
Anbil 108
Aparajta 30
Arimeya Vigpgaharam 112
Astabhujam 113
Ahobilam 73, 113, xvu
Alvar urunahan 20, 108
Indalur 112
Uttamar sannidh 76
Uraiwyur 66, 111, 112

Uraham 107-1313

Kandamennum kadinahar 110
Kanppamangal 112
Kalvanir 113
Kafica 6, 14-17,71,78 81,83,

g0, 106, 107, 113

Karaham 113
Karvanam 115
Kavalampad 113
Kavers 5, 18, 30, 53, 62, 66,

67, 76, 115, 117
Kas1 21
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Kukkuta kuta 27 Tirundrayanapuram 108-113
Kumbhaghona 17,18 X Vi
Kurukanagara 20, 21,22, 119 Tirunival 109,113
Kira 82, 114 Tirunihai 112
Kytamalz 117 Tirumnnavir 113
Korranmns 11 Tirunirmalai 107,113
Ganp 84,63, 104 Tirupparkagal 106-113
Gidaliir 112 Tiruppultyiic 109, 113
Ghankicalam 107, 113 Trrupullani 113
Chandrapuskarint 56 Tiruppulinguds 109
Cidambaram 109, 112 Trrappulkulz 113
Tafijamamangikkoil 106, 112 Tiruppullambidangudi 112
Talaiccankad 112 Tiruppernahar 108-11%
T amraparnt 5, 20, 21, 117 Tirnmanamkollai 79
Tirukkadal mallat b, 106, Tirumantkkiudam 113
107, 113 Tirumandanigudi 65,111
Ticukkadittanam 109 Tirumaliyal 8,909,107
Tirukkapdiyiir 112 Tirvmalirumyelai 106-113
Tirukkannangud: 112 Tiremualikkalam 100,113
Tirukkanpapuram  109-112 Tirumeyyam 113
Tirvkkarambanir 57, 112 Tirumohiir 109,113
Tirukkalkarar 109 Tiruvafipikkalam 27,109
Tirukkudanda: 17, 107112 Tiruvagpariddaram 20, 109
Tirukkuruigudn 108-113 Tirusan vagdir 109
Tirukkuruhur 109 Tiruvanantapuram 109
Tirukkurawalir 69.112 Tiravayodhya 25, 109-113
Tirukkidal its Tiruvallaval 109,113
Tirukkotuyflir 167 113 Tiruvallikkeni 11,107-113
Tirukkovalur T,106-113 Tiruvalundiir 112
Thirukkolir 21, 108, 109 Tiravallir 108, 113
Thruccengannir 109 Tiruvahindrapuram 113
Tirucceral i12 Tiruvattar 109
Tirutyastiga 107, 113 Tiruvadaniir 119
Tirutietnambalam 113 Tiruvaippads 111
Tiruttevanar tohail 112 Tiruvaranvilaj 119
Tirunaraiyiir 112 Tiruvah 69

Tirupafgir 69 Tiruvals tirenahari 109,1172
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Tiruvidavendai 113
Tiruvingahar 107-112
Tiruvittuvakkodn 109
Triruvelukka) 107,113
TiruvelJakkulam 113
Tiruvellaray 110, 112
Tiruvelliangud 119
Tiruvehha 6, 106-109, 113
‘Tiruvengadam 106-113
Tentirupper 109
Togdaniir xVIL
Tolaivillimangalam 109

Dviaraks 44, 50,108-113, xvn
Nandipura vipgabaram 119

Nagapattpam 74-706
Narayanacala Xv1, XVi
Niculapurt 61, 66
Nilattingal tuggam 113
Niraham 113
Naimis'aragyam 73,113
Payasvins 117
Paramapadam 23, 32, 91,
106-113

Parames'vara vinpnaharam113
Pavalavanpam 113
Padaham 107 113
Partanpalli 313
Pindt 78, 113

Purvusottamam XV1l

Pivirunda malls 77, 113

Perunkulam 109

Perumpuliyiir 17

Pratici 117

Badarikas’ramam 44, T3,

119, 113, xvnn

INDEX
Bidami X1
Mangimadakkoin 112
Madhuri 33, 36, 44, 60, 56
Mayiirapuri 8, 14, 107
Mahabalipuram 6 106
Mahisaraksetram 8, 14
Yadugir 1x, xX11, X1v-xvil, Xvinl
54, 88, 92
Yamuna 50
Vadamadhural 109-113
Vagpurusottamam 112
Varagugamangal 109
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