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FOREWORD

LIKE High Court Judges in Full Bench, who, considering the
same facts and weighing the same arguments, arrive at different
Judgments according to their different temperaments and under-
standing, the Brahmin Philosophers of India, considering the
same phenomena of life and basing on the same authority to
the Vedas, have propounded conflicting theories of the Universe,
Thus Sri Sankara, a great thinker and a marvellous personality,
declares that nothing but Brahman, or the “Eternal Spirit” exists,
and that we and the whole Universe are an illusion caused by
Maya. Another Great Brahmin thinker, equally serious and
sincere, has come to the conclusion that God and the world both
exist, and that the assumption of a third factor called Maya is
unwarranted. The aim of manhood according to the formeris * to-
reach a condition wherein mind becomes perfectly blank losing all
its activities”. According to the latter, in the words of Dr. Rabin-
dranath Tagore ““ Conscious union in love with the Eternal Person
manifested in all persons is our central aspiration.”

The author of the following work was Ramanuja a distin-
guished scion of the family of the great Sri Ramanuja’s sister and
brother-in-law. His hizh attainments had won him the title of
“ Mahacharya”, and he is presumed to have been a resident of
Sholingapur or Ghatikachala in South India, somewhere in the
15th century. In a remarkable work known as * Vedanta Vijaya”,
he opposes the views of Sri Sankara’s Adwaitism and reainforces
the conclusions of Sri Ramanuja. The work is in five parts, of
which the third part or “ Sadvidya Vijaya ” is contained in the
following pages. It deals with the Doctrine of Maya, and in seven
bright chapters of masterly logic examines it in iis Various aspects,
and exposes its unreliability as a philosophical tenet. _

~ Dr. Sir Radhakrishnan, the interpreter of Eastern Philosophy
to the West and of Western Philosophy to the East, writing in the
“ Goldsn Book of Tagore”, speaks of the importance of logic in
Western Philosophy. * From the Socratic insistence on the con-
cept to Russell’s mathematical logic, the History of Western
thought has been the supreme illustration of the primacy of the
logical”. “In Hegal, logic ceases to be a mere theory of thought,
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but becomes an account of reality”. * What is rational is real,
and what is real is rational”. And “No fact” says Edward
Caird, which is in its nature incapable of being explained or
reduced to law, can be admitted to exist in the intelligible
Universe.” .

The following pages show thaf to Indian Philosophers also
Logic has been the touch-stone of philosophical conclusions from
the long past. The author puts the several aspects of the
Doctrine of Maya in the crucible of Lozic seven times and exihi-
bits its failure at each test.

We owe the book to the tireless endeavours of His Holiness
Sri Yatiraja Swamy of Melkote, who at 80 years of age still main-
tains youthful ardour in the cause of Learning, and is placing the
world of scholars more and more under his debt.

The work is the result of the collation of no less than ten
manuscripts, one purchased by him, two available in the Madras
Government Library, two in the Theosophical Library at Adyar,
three more of the Government Oriental Library at Mysore, and
another two owned by Mr. Tiruvenkatachar of Musalapatkam.

To the authorities and owners of the above, the Swamy
acknowledges His obligations, and also to the Trustees of The
Singam Setty Yatheendra Setty Charities, to Sri Srirangammal,
wife of late Diwan Bahadur M. O. Parthasarathy Iyengar, and to
the Committee of the Sri vedavedanthavardhini Sabha of Madras,
for financial aid towards the printing and publication.

Besides ‘ Vedanta Vijaya’, the larger work of which this is
part, the author is known to have written two more valuable
works, “ Upanishan-Mangala Deepika,” or a commentary on the
Upanishads, and * Chandamarutha,” a work on Logic. The
former manuscript has not yet come to light. Scholars who peruse
the author’s present work will no doubt be able to judge the possi-
bilities of the two works which are yet in obscurity. It is hoped
that the present work will prove a valuable addition to Visishta-
dwaita Literature and will arm its dialacticians in combating the
arguments of present-day exponents of the Doctrine of Maya. '

Mysore G, R. JOSYER, M.A., F.R.E.S5
27th June, 1936. F.M.U,,
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