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I am elated to present herewith
“Srimvasa-smit”®, Sr1 UVe., G K. Srinivasa
[vengar Swami Centenary Celebrations
Souvenir to the connoisseurs of knowledge
who cherish and respect the exalted values
cspoused by the Srivaishnava tradition and
philosophy, Nowadays, the values that were
in vogue and respected and treasured about
a generation back de not seem to be of much
relevance, Hence, the yvounger generations
that form the cream of society today may 1ot
be able lo appreciate the contribution of
persons who represented and practiced these

values in letter and spiril. Nevertheless, these
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values are eternal and onece cannot but

appreciate and respect them, when a person
reaches a particular stage in life wherein he
starts thinking about the purpose ol life,
wellness of society and such other aspects that
govern the laws of life.

Sri U.Ve. G.K. Srinivasa Iyengar Swami
was a doyen in the ficlds of
Divyaprabandhams of the Alwars and the
Vedic texts belonging to Krishna Yajurveda
branch. He had dedicated his life unto the
service of Lord Thirunarayana, (the presiding
deity of the Divya desham of Melkote] and
Acharya Ramanuja. He was a Modcl
Srivaishnava worlh emulating. He was a mulu-
faceled personalily with expertise in farming
and horticullure, cookery and scveral other
fields. He was also the epitome of Acharva-
nishtha (having the service of one’s Acharya
alone as the principal objective of life and

dedicating one’s bady, soul and belongings for
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this purposc alone), the sum and substance

ol Srivaishnava philosophy.

He was nol only my revered [ather bul
also respecled preceptlor, who taught me the
entire Divyaprabandhas and
Rahasyagranthas like Mumukshuppadi,
Srivacanabhushanam, Acharvahridayam elc.
He also inculeated in me the values
represented in Srivaishnava philesophy like
Bhagavat-kainkaryvam, Bhagavata-
kainkaryam, Acharya-nishtha and so on. He
was also a hard-task-master ensuring that |
completely memerzed the entire text of the
Divyaprabandhams {running into 4000 verses)
and Kahasyagranthas mentioned above. He
also imculcated in me and my siblings several
traits of discipline like proper balanced food
habits, a balanced way of life giving equal
importance to professional and spiritual

puUrsits.
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This book is a humble tnbute 1o this great

personality.

Many Swamijis, stalwart scholars and
other well-informed persons have contribuled
to hring out this monograph that gives a [ew
glimpses to the life led by 51 UVe. G.K.
Srinivasa Iyengar Swami. | thank with utmost
respect and reverence to all such persons wlio
have contributed whole-heartedly for this

purpose.

I dedicate this monograph to the feet of

our Dhvine Acharyva Sri Ramanujacharva.

Sri S. Rajagopalan
Bangalore
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Mahamahopadhyaya, Sastravidyanidhi, Pandita-raja
M.A. Lakshmithathacharya

Recipient of Award of President of India

President, Samskriti Foundation, Mysore

Presiding Acharya, Anantarya Peetham,

Melkote, Mandya District, Karnataka

18-6-2019
MESSAGE

[ aun very happy ta note that a souvenir
13 being published in the commemoration of
the centenary celebrations of Sri. U Ve, G.K.
Srinivasa [yengar Swami.

He was a multi-faceted personality as he
was nvolved in various activities like taking
part 11 Divvaprabandha Goshthis, Veda-
goshitlis, farming, culinary services and so on,
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It was my privilege to have been
associated with him for more than 50 vears
and to have experienced a very holy
relationship with him.

[ feel that it 1= a great geolden opportunity
to commemorate his centenary celebration by
bringing out a scuvenir about his works,
characteristics, experiences etc.

[ wish all the best to the organizers and
pray that the divine Lord shower His benign
grace so thal many more multi-faceted
personalities hike Sri. U Ve, G.K. Srinivasa
Ivengar take birth in this world and attain
fulfillment and also guide others Lo the path

of hiberation.

Jai Shrimannarayana!

Jai Shri Ramanuja!

Mahamahdpadhyaya, Sastravidyanidhi, Pandita-raja
M.A. Lakshmithathacharya

Recipient of Award of President
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Sri U. Ve. Vasu Mama - Epitome
of the spirit of servitude unto the
Lord and his devotees

—Dr. M.A Alwar

All human beings are blessed with two
important aspecls namely a body and the
sensc organs that are situated in the body.
Everything thal is created in the world by
nalure or by human beings is done so with a
specific purpose. For example, a mundane
object like a chair i1s created to enable people
to sit; a pen is created with the objective of
enabling a person to write something.
Similarly, objecls that have been creatédshy
nature Lo scem too have heen done so with a
specific purpose. In the current context, this

body along with its sense organs has come
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into existence without the effort of the person

who posscsses the body and the sense organs.
Thus, it suffices to say that it 1s an mstrument
siven to us by someone other than us
ourselves. For example when a T-Shirt is gifted
to a young boy by his uncle or aunt, it is done
s0 with the intention that the shirt should be
worn by the boy. The giver also intends that
the boy who wears the shirt to wear it for as
long as it can be worn and also that the boy
wearing the shirt occasionally remembers the
donor of the shirt with a reasonable amount

of gratitude and affection.

However, not all things that are given to
1us have simple uscs or applications hke a
shirt. For example, if a knife set is gifted to a
housewife, it 1s done so with the intention that
she cuts {ruits, vegetable and so on and
directly or indirectly uses the knives 1o serve
the members of the household. 1[, in case the

knife set is used to stab somebady in a fit of

O G5 ZO
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rage then il 1s said to be a misuse or abuse of

an object. It also greatly pains the donor or
presenter of the object when the object that
has becen presented has been abused or
misused for an unintended or bad purpose,
This alsc leads to several other unsavory

situations.

In the current context without going into
the discussion about who the donor or giver
of this body and sensc organs Is, it is pertinent
o explore the purpose with which it has been
given to us. Unlike a pen or a knife, this body
along with the sense organs 1s a unique and
exalted instrument that can be used in
innumerable ways. However, each cnltity
which may have many applications will also
have one principal application. It would be in
the [itness of things that the person who is
the posscssor of a particular entity be in the
know ol its prineipal application. Currently,
every human being possesses a body and it
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would be very much appropriate to know the
principal application of this body. This is easier
said than done since, the body is such a
sophisticated, complicated, unigue and

multipurpose instrument.

When we see the current trends of
thought that ocoupy the minds of the youth
in general, it is seen that not even a few care
to introspect regarding the relationship onc
has with the body, being its possessor, and
also none seem 1o have ventured into even
trying to know the purpose with which this
body has comc inte cxistence. The people
todav would even deemn such an enquiry or
introspection Lo be foolish and wasteful. They
would feel “what is the usc of thinking about
such things? This body 15 a means to enjoy
life {even though one who thinks so scldom
knows the exact meaning or connotations of
the ward dife’) and make the most of it 1o the

maximum possible extent”.

O o Z O
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The Indian traditional view point
mandates that the purpose of one's life is of
being useful to the Supreme Lord and his
devotces who are the citizens of this world.
By following such an ideal, one would surely
atlain lhberation  Moksha whercin onc is
removed [rom this vicious cycle of births and
deaths known as Samsara and enjoys elernal
and unsurpassed bliss in the divine prescnce
ol the divine Lord Naravana in his divine abode
of Vaikunta. Thus, the essence and purpose,
sum and substance of life 18 aptly summarized

in the lollowing pithy statement —
Aatmano mokshartham jagaddhitaya ca |

One unique persen who adopted this
exalted and unique principle in his life and
lived 1t 1in letter and spirit was Sri U.Ve. G.K.
Srinivasa Iyengar Swami popularly known
as 3rl Vasu Mama, the brief sketch of whose

life 15 given below:

O <) “ZO)
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Life and times of Sri U.Ve. G.K. Srinivasa

Iyengar Swami

The life of Sri U.Ve. G. K. Srinivasa [yvengar
Swarni (hereinafter referred to as Swami) was
one of devotion, dedication and servitude unto
the Supreme Lord. This verily was the aim of
his life that he achieved with great distinction
both o the appreciation ol his well-wishers
and envy of his adversaries, who were very
few in number. To put il in a nutshell, he was
a Model Srivaishnava serving the Lord and
his devotces in the best possible way (o the

maximum possible extent,

Some of the traits of this wonderful
personality are shared below, as seen by Lhe

anthor of this article.

Participation in Divyaprabandha and Veda
Goshthi

Swami was the head of the

Divyvaprabandha Goshthi for several decades
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commanding rcspect of his fellow Goshthi-

members. He was also expert in Krishna
Yajurveda. In those days, the Goshthi at
melkaore that used to adorn the procession of
Lord Shelvappillal and Ramanujacharya had
two 1mportant components — The
Divyaprabandhagoshthi that used to come in
[romt of the procession and the Veda-goshthi
that used Lo lollow the Lord mn the procession,
The Divvaprabandhagoshthi, many a times
would have more than 25 reputed
Srivaishnavas, adornming the Goshthi and
therefore he would become part ol ithe Veda-
gosthi that followed the Lord to render his
services as a Veda-parayvana-karta. Many a
times he would say with great sell-conlidence
to his close associates as follows - “There are
several scholars in Melkole who are experts
cither in the Divvaprabandhas or the Vedas
and are thus qualificd to the part of anv one
Goshithi, On the olher hand Lord Narayana

has blessed me wilth expertise 1in both
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Divvaprabandhas and Vedas and hence [ am

the only persen in Melkote who can be part of
both the Goshthis in a very versatile manner.”
This, he used to say with great modesty and
without an iota of ego or self aggrandizement.

Service as part of Sri Vivekollanisi Sabha,
Melkote

Another notable contribution of this
wonderful personality was his unigue and
glorious services rendered as part of Sri
Vivekollasini Sabha, Mclkote,

311 Vivekollasini Sabha is an institution
that is devoted exclusively to render services
to Sri Ramanuja and carry out his
commandments. Eslablished in 1879 by Sri
U VeAlwarSwamy, a direct descendant of
Tirumalai Anandalwan, who was the direct
disciple of Sri Ramanuja, this Sablha has been
rendering yeomarn services to Sri Ramanuja

for the last 130 vears,

O D Z O
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Melukote is said to be the Vijava-sthana’

ol Sr1 Ramanuja. [t was here that Sri
Ramarnuya achieved comprehensive viclory
over all the evil forces that resided in various
locations of South [ndia and cstablished the
Vedic path to realization and [ulliliment. It is
also at Melukole that the divine icon of Sri
Ramanuja exists. It is said that Sri Ramanuja
answered all the qucries of his devolees [rom
this icon and thus proved his divine presence
cven if physically not present, Thus, the icon
of Sri Ramanuja at Melukole is very
significarit. Worshipping Sri Ramanuja at
Melukote is said to be of great significance to
attain fulfillment both in Lthis world and the

world yvonder.

Another impertant aspecl is that Sri
Ramanuja is the designated king of Melukole.
Lord Sampathkumara or Shelvappillai as the
Lord is popularly known is the Yuva-raja’. Tt
is Lord Shelvappillai who is adorned with the

O Ca2 2O
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world famous “Vaira-mudi’ {crown of
diamonds) and many beautiful crowns and
enjoys the prime of place. However, the place
of 5ri Ramanuja is no lcss than that of Lord
Shelvappillai in this exalted shrnne,

The Annual 10 days celebrations
culminating on Sri Ramanuja’sTirunakshatra
(Birthdav) are very special for the Sabha as it
takes a lcading role in each and every aspect

of the celebration.

This is Lthe only “BRAMHOTSAVAM
CELEBRATION” to Sri Ramanuja. Nowhere is
the country is such a celebration ever
conducted. On all the 10 days, during
morning, Sri Ramanuja is taken in procession
arcund the temple town on Vahana's starting
with Samarabhupala, Hamsa,
Chandramandala, Ashwa, Gaja and so on. In
the cvenings, the procession of Sri Ramanuja
seated in a Golden Pallakki is hield for the first
4 days. On the 5th day, Sri Ramanuja seated
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on a “Pushpa Pallakki” 1s laken around the
temple lown. The 6th day is dedicated to Mudi-
Utsava’ where Sri Ramanuja is adorned with

a beautiful crown laden with precious gems
like emeralds, diamonds and rubics. On the
eight day, UtsavaMoorthi “Shelvappillai” along
with Thaayvar’s and Sri Ramanuja arrive at the
sabha premises in all their splendor. T'he Lord
is welcomed with all honours and chanting of

hyms.

On the ninth day is Rathotsava. On this
day, 511 Ramanuja is taken on the Ratha in a
ceremonial procession accompanied by the
chanting of Vedic hymns and completes the
circular path around the lown. The tenth and
final day is the actual day ol appearance of
511 Ramanuja on this earth and marks the
grand nale to the whole celebrations. The 24
hour celebration starts as early as 6:00 AM
wilh Samara-Bhupalavahana followed by

Tirumanjana of Sri Ramanuja along with

O G Zoy
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Dwadasa-Aradhana which is unigue. After

Sattumurai, Ramanuja is adorncd in an
unique athire that 1s made up of sandal-wooed
paste sprinkled with sallron, proceeds to the
Seetha- Aranya shrine. He then proceeds to
the shrines of Vedantha Desika and Vara-

vara-muni to bless them with his benign grace.

Bv late cvening, 8Bri Ramanuja proceeds
to the main gale of the temple to wilness the
great and unique ‘Dasha-Avatara’ by Lord
Shelvappillai revealing the 10 avarata’s of Lord
Vishnu.

Soon after, the Sabha arranges to
dccorate Lord Shelvappillal with flowers full

of aroma.

The celebrations continue till daybrealk.
Those who witness these celebrations cannot

but have a scnse of fulfillment.

O Gz Z%
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After the inception of this Sabha i the

vear 1879, the annual Tirunakshalra
Celcbrations of Sri Ramanuja is being
performed with great devotion and dedication.
Sri Alwar Swamy, who started the Sabha was
an outstanding scholar of his times and a
multifaceted personality. He belonged to the
lineage of Sri Anandalwan, a direct disciple of
Sri Ramanuja. He assembled all his disciples
who were dedicaled to him and explained the
aims of the Sabha he proposed to slart. He
alse explained Lo them that the
Tirunakshatram Celebrations should be held
in a manner befitiing the status of the King of
the town of Melukote. The devotees readdy
agreed and pledged their complete support to
him.

The result was the commencemert of a
devoted celebrations that have continued [rom
then onwards to this day at Melukote.
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Different delicious dishes are specially

made and offered to Sr1 Ramanuja every day
and distributed to all the devolees present al
the tecmple. Devotees and Shishva's of Sri
Ramanuja have been augmenting the Sabha’s
efforts lo accomplish the above task by either
donating liberally in cash or kind. Ingredicnts
required for preparation of the dishes can also
be supplied by the devotees, Items like ghee,
mom, cloves, rice, dhals, copra [dry coconut)
etc. can be donaled to the Sabha for
preparation of these dishes. On the final day,
special Laddus’ arc offered to the Lord and
distribuled by the Sabha to the devotces
present in the temple during the celebrations
and to all the donors. These works ol the
Sabha have been successlully conductled for
the lasi 130 vears without any break, solely

by the grace of Sr1 Ramanuja himself.

Sri U.Ve. G.K. Srinivasa lvengar Swami

would lead the above mentioned celchrations
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in his own inimitable manner. He would

mativale his uncles and their familics
(popularly known as the Makaram family in
the Mandayam Srivaishnava community), his
nephews and other close relatives to
contribute their mite with utmast dedication
and sincerity and conduct the celebrations
with greatr devotional fervor., He was also an
expert chel in the traditional sensc of the term,
dedicating his exquisite talent in cookery to
the service of the presiding Lord of Melkote,
engaging in the service for more than half a
century of years. There are no words available
even in the vocabulary of an expert writer Lo
describe the way Swami would involve himself
in several activities like organizing the
processions, taking part in the Gaoshthi that
1s conducted 6 times every dayv during the
Thirunakshatram celebrations, preparing pore
tham 3000 laddu-s and several other delicious
dishes in huge quantitics that are offered to
the Lord and Ramanujacharya and distributed

LO=T C15) Z O
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to devotecs without any discrimination of the
lines of casle, creed, scx or age, He also used
to take part in organizing ithe neccssary
[inances touring many places in south India
with his Acharya to collect amounts like
Rupces 5/-, Rupees 10/- thal were large
contributions in thosc days. The 10 days of
the Thirunakshatram celebrations were so
grand that the residence of Swami would
resemble a choultry where a very grand
marriage celebration would be laking placc.
His motivation was such that even those who
were not very much devoted to temples would
also voluntarily take part in the services and

serve with a sense of humility and fulfilment.

Swami’s other worthy qualities

Swami was also a good crisis manager.
He would nol get perturbed under any crisis
and would be manage the situation i a very
clever and diplomatic manner without

harming the interests of any person who was

O 6> O
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involved in the situation. He was also a greal

guide in conducting rcligious [unctions,
advising the persens involved regarding the
ancicnt tradition, customs and practices thal
had to be followed.

As [ar as cooking was concerned, he used
to prepare the vadiuonal dishes of Melkote
in a wonderlul manner. He would never
hesgitale to put the neccessary ingredients
though they wore very costly in those days’
[lnancial standards, to make the dish worth
relishing both to the Lord and his devotees.
Further, he had a very magnanimous heart
as a result of which he would serve the dishes
so-preparcd to one and all in his own unique
manner. Many a (imes, one handful ol
Prasadam he used to serve, used to be of such
large quantity that onc would feel difficult,
even to partake that quantity of that particular
Prasadam, lel alone digest it. Such was his

mental magnanirnity.

O G P
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Further, nowadays, cspecially the
younger generations cat very small quantities
of food, several times a day. These foods that
include dishes like noodles, pizzas, burgers
and so on, have several ingredients thal create
several digestive and other types of disorders,
since thy possess ingredients that are
mutually opposing propertics. These [oods also
result in various types of mental and physical
agonies due to which several unwanted effects
like depression ete. occur. The disorders also
occur due to the mental and physical biascs
and other undcsirable dispositions the
persons who prepare the food possess during
the time of preparation of the food. This has
been scicntifically validated. Further, it is also
been proved that the mental and physical state
of the person serving the food also has a deep
effcct on the mental and physical wellness of
the consumer of food. Nowadavs, food is
predominantly consumed in hotels, malls,
road-side eateries and trains, flights cte. The
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origins of the ingredienls, the antecedents ol

the porsons preparing the food, serving them,
etc. is totally unknown, due to obvious
reasons. This is more so when food is served
and consumed in various public places like
choultries ete. This has led to severe digestive
and ather problems. However, the public at
large have lost their sensitivity to such a large
extent that they are totally incapabile ol tracing
the cause of their physical and mental
diseases which are a result of incorrect food
habits.

[t is in this cantext that the mindsct with
which the food is prepared and served by a
person is very important. Swami used to
always chant Divyaprabandhams and Vedic
texts while preparing the various dishes be it
at home or at the temple or in any other
function where he would voluntarily help. In
those days especially in Melkote there was nio

concept of hiring cooks during various
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functions like marriage, upanayanam,

chaulam etc. The Srivaishnava menfolk of the
town would voluntarily enter the kitchen of
the house where the function would be held
and offer their services Lo prepare dishes and
serve them to hundreds of people who would
participate in the function. The service would
be rendered as per the standards traditionally
laid down wherein a person who has had
Samashrayanam, possesses Shikha,
Yajnopaveeta etc. and also is following the
traditional Acharams (physical and mental
disciplines) alene would be allowed to be part
of the cooking and serving services. This would
ensure that the persons partaking the food
would expenience several desirable effects that
would resull in good tidings. Sri Swami was
greatly adept in cooking and serving the
Prasadams in different functions as mentioned

abhove,
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The swami was also A wonderful teacher

of the texts ol Divvaprabandhas, Vedas and
Rahasyagranthas. He would not hesitate to
teach these works in the traditional manner
of the Guru chanting the text once and the
students repeating the same twice or thrice
immediately after, Swami used to dedicate
carly mornings to this unique scrvice which
he rendered without expecting anything in
return. He trained several disciples in all the
above lexts and enable them to momorize
these texts and chant them in traditional
goshthis, at the temple as well as, as part of
various functions, During the process ol
leaching which invoelved involuniary chanting
[since, the texts werc so well entrenched in
his memory that he would not have the need
lo specifically recall the memonzed text), his
physical facullies namely, his hands, would
be put to good use, thus making optimum use
of them also. During the early morning

gessions, which would be held before his

{( ;1;@\' €3 'tff*‘“':.g 1
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taking bath while tcaching the above texts,

he would get the cotton grown in his farm and
he would separate the seeds from the cotton
and make the cotton ready for it being
converted into Yajnopaveelams. When classes
were conducted alter bathing, the cotton thus
made it for converting it to thread, would be
threaded in the traditional manner, which is
quite difficult to describe. Thus, the entire time
of his classes as well as during the rendering
of the Goshthis in the temple were utilized for
preparation of Yajnopaveetams which was onc
of the principal regquirements of Srivaishna
Brahmins, as part of their daily spiritual life.
It 18 a matter of great sadness Lhat these
traditions have totally vanished and have
become extinct. Swami was an epitome of
these exalied traditions and thus a most
recspected personality.

Swaml was a great [armer and

horticulturist. He uscd to grow various farm

'F-lil..
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produces like Coconiuts, Mangoes, Jack-[ruits

and several other fraits and grains, He himself
used to tend to the plants, trees, shrubs by
physically lifting water from the adjacent tank,
digging the mud around the plants and
making them waterable and perform all other
associaled tasks,

Thus, one can reminiscence and realize
the enormity of the uniguencss of the life lead
by Swami. This article is a small and humble
attempt to document some aspects of the
above. The efforts of the author would be
worthwhile 1s people can realize them and

mnculcate the attitude of service in their lives,

1-_:41 + f}
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Sri

Srimate Ramanujayva Namah

Sri U.Ve, Vasu mama
(G.K Srinivasalyengar)
as I have seen

— Prof. M.A.Lakshmithathachar

Melkote traditionally well known as
Thirunarayanapuram 1s dcscribed as the
essence of all the 108 holy shrines of the
Srivaishnavas. Holy shrines get their glamor
only becausc of the outstanding
bhagauvatottamas living therein. Among such
Bhagavatoitamas, Sri Vasu Mama, stands
[oremost, who added a great deal to the glory
of Melkote.

Born in a traditional Srivaishnava family,
which had totally dedicated itself to
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Mandayam Thirumalai Anandanpillai Acharva

Feelham, Melkote, Vasu mama, had a
wonderful Vaidic environment. His revered
father Sri U.Ve. G. Krishna lyengar, an ardent
devolee of my father and his predecessors,
was an outstanding exponent of the art of
cookcry who used toolfer his dedicated
services in the kilchen of the temple of Lord
Thirunarayana in Melkote, like Kidambi
Acchan, who was offering his culinary services

to Acharya Sri Ramanuja.

The great Dashavidyva Chakravary Sri
U.Ve. Alwarswamy had established an
organization called Sri Vivekollasini Sabha for
offering affectionale and loveable services to
Acharya Sri Ramanuja in the Melkote temple,
Ramanujacharya still makes us feel his divine
presence in the form of Tanuhanda Thirumeni,
Sr1 G.K Vasu mama, lollowing the footsteps
of his revered [ather offered and continued
his spectacular services as the Office Bearer

e > ~Z )
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af Sr1 Vivekollasini Sabha till he breathed his
last.

Born in a Vaidic family, naturally he was
made to study Sanskrit in the Melkote’s
2anskril college, namely, Sri Veda-vedantha-
bodhini Samskrita Mahapathashala. But, he
had maore inclination towards
Divyaprabandham and Veda-adhyayanam. He
mastered the Nalayira Divvaprabandham
under the able guidance of Sri U.Ve,
Rangayvan Damodaracharya and Sri. U Ve,
Ramanujamuni Narasimhachar,
Divyaprabandham was his breath. He was an
authority on Divyaprabandhams and he led
Lthe Adhvaapaka Goshthi of Melkote in a very

suceessful manner at least for 2 decades.

Later, he made up his mind to study
Bhagavadvishavam - Eedu Muppatta
araavirappadi, under the lotus feet of his
Uttaarakaacharya and Upakarakaachaarva,

?_@:—m“‘r ‘?';-:Qr
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Panditaraja, Sri U.Ve. Alwar Thirumalai

Iyengar Swamy. Conlinuously he studied
Bhagavadvishavam and other important
srivaishnava Granthas for three years, under
his Utrarakaacharya. Unlike other
Divvaprabandha vidvans, wiio generaily know
only the original fexts and not their meanings,
and significance of their commentaries, he was
well versed in both.

Deeply rooted in Divyaprabandham
traditions in  Melkote, he taught
Divvaprabandhams 1o a host of students in
Melkote, who were iterested in reciting
Divyaprabandhams at the shrine and also in
the processions of 8ri Shelvappillai {Utsava
rurti]. I had the opportunity of learning 500
Pashurams of Periya Thirumoszhi, starting
from the 6™ Centum to 10™ Centum [rom him.
| was also fortunate enough to learn 107
Centum of Thiruvaimozhi under his able

guidance.
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Apart from this, as a young man aged

about 25-30, he was inspired by
Prativadibhavankaram Annangaracharva,
who has mastered Dravida-veda and
Samskrta-veda and Ubhayavedanta also.
Hence, he travelled 1o Kanchipuram (o masler
the text of Krishnayvajurveda. After learning
all the texts of Krishnavajurveda, he returncd
lo Melkote and slarted ollering Paravana

Kainkarvam in Ubhayagoshthis,

Apart [rom this, Vasu Mama was an
outstanding culinary expert and was very
generous when he was serving food for the
Bhagavatottamas of Melkole. Many a T_i_mes',
we would experience a greal deal of dilliculty
in consuming the large amount of food offered
to us with so much gencrosity, love and

affection.

He was also a master in preparing special

delicicus dishes of Melkote such as

QP 28 ¥ 40;
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Manocharam, Tenkozhal, Shakkare-pongal,

Kshecraanmam and Puliyvegare ete.

It was difficult for us to think of Mclkole
without Vasu Mama., But, Lord
Thirunarayana, desirous of having his
Preelikkarita Kainkarya (loveahle alfectionate
scva) in his celestial abode had to take away

Vasu Mama from Thirunarayanapuraim.

After departurce of Vasu Mama, | am not
able to witness any similar personality like
his in Melkote.

Thus, creating a great gap in
Thirunarayanapuram, Vasu Mama, attained
Lotus [eet of his Acharya to serve the Supreme
l.ord in his celestial adabe Sr Vaikuniham.

Long live the memory of S Vasu Mama
(Sri G K Srimivas lyengar), one of the stalwarts
ol Ubhayaveda of Melkote.

oy
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Sri U.Ve. G.K. Srinivasa lyengar Sri U.Ve. G.K. Srinivasa lyengar
Swamy engaged in parayanam Swamy with his grand children




Sri U.Ve. G.K. Srinivasa lyengar Swamy on various occasions...




A view of the

Divya Prabandha Goshthi
held as part of the
Centenary Celebrations
at the residence of the
Sri U Ve Vasu Swami

at Melkote

(30thMay 2019)

The deity of Alwar Swamy
tirumaligai adorning the
Centenary Celebrations
Goshthi at the residence
of the Sri U Ve Vasu
Swami at Melkote
(30thMay 2019)

Lakshmithathacharya Swami

being traditionally welcomed
for the Divya Prabandha |
Goshthi held as part of the }
Centenary Celebrations |

at the residence of the
Sri U Ve Vasu Swami at Melkote
(30thMay 2019)

A view of the Divya
Prabandha Goshthi held
as part of the Centenary
Celebrations at the
residence of the

Sri U Ve Vasu Swami

at Melkote

(30thMay 2019)




Sri U.Ve. G.K. Srinivasa lyengar Swamy on various occasions...




Sri U.Ve. G.K. Srinivasa Iyengar Swami
was a doyen in the fields of
Divyaprabandhams of the Alwars and the
Vedic texts belonging to Krishna Yajurveda
branch. He had dedicated his life unto the
service of Lord Thirunarayana, (the
presiding deity of the Divya-desham of
Melkote) and Acharya Ramanuja. He was a
Model Srivaishnava worth emulating. He
was a multi-faceted personality with
expertise in farming and horticulture,
cookery and several other fields. He was also
the epitome of Acharya-nishtha (having the
service of one's Acharya alone as the
principal objective of life and dedicating
one's body, soul and belongings for this
purpose alone), the sum and substance of
Srivaishnava philosophy. This book is a
humble tribute to this great personality.
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Bangalore
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