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FOREWORD

It is owing to the great Acarya Dinodga, who is rightly
regarded as the father of the Mediaeval Logic in India, that
we have the systematisation of the Buddhist Logic. He
i3 much ecriticised by the Brahmanic tcachers, such as
Uddyotakara and Vacaspatimi$ra, in their philosophical or
logical works. His master-piece on the subject is
Pramana-samuccaya, the original Sankrit of which is not yet
found, perhaps being lost for ever. Only the Tibetan
version of it is now available, and we are glad that, asis
well-known to scholars, the present editor of the Tarka-
bhasa, Sri H. R. Rangaswamy Iyengar, has already restored
the first chapter of that work mainly from its Tibetan
vergion. He has offered us anew edition of the book with
the help of the Tibetan veision of the Tarkabhiasa of
Moksikara Gupta though it is already edited for the first
time in the Gaeckwad’s Oriental Series (1942). He is justi-
fied in bringing outanew edition, Though the first edition
is based on three manuscripts, it is not found to be satie-
factory at all. It is full of defects and these could not be
removed owing to lack of sufficient materials. The manu-
script, on which the new edition is based, is far better than
the other three referred to above. Besides, the text
represented by it is thoroughly compared with the Tibetan-
translation. My own experience shows that one can derive
great help from a Tibetan version in ascertaining the true
readings of a work when it is available. It is further to be
noted in this connection that Sri Iyengar, in his edition,
has the benefit of comparing the readings also in the
Baroda manuscripts as given in the first edition.
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It is true that there 18 room for further improvement
in the present edition, which will, let us hope, be done by
the editor in the next edition.  Yet, 1t must be admitted
that we may rely more upon the present edition than upon
the former one.

After Dinndga, in the line of logicians that followed
him, is the most celebrated logician, Acirya Dharmakirti,
He is an author of many works on logic, some of which are
now available in Sanskrit, or in Tibetan, orin both of
them, Acarya Jitiri is also a renowned teacher in the same
line. He is the author of several treatises of which
Hetutattopadesa is restored into Sanskrit from its Tibetan
version by one of my pupils, Sri Durgacharan Chateijee,
and published by the University of Calcutta, Fasivada is
another short treatise on logic by him. It is published
with some lacunae by Prof. G. Tucci in the Annals of the
BORS Vol XI, pp. 54. Thanks to Sri Iyengar, we bave
been able to secure another work of Jitdri, which was
hitherto unknown. It is Anekintavada or Digambara-
matapartksa, which he has published, along with his
Fativada,

As regards the Tarkabhisa he proposes to add an
English translation, and it goes without saying that it will
enhance the value of the work.

Santintketan,

Visva~Bharati, yIDHUSEKHAR BHATTACHARYA.
5-12-1943 }



PREFACE

Years of exploration have brought to light many of the
cultural treasures of Ancient India which lay hidden and
inaccessible to the world of scholars. But these treasures
are so numerous and varied that the effurts of the last fifty
years, may be said to have unearthed not even one tenth of
them. Books of Ancient Indian Culture have not only
remained in India but also have migrated to Central Asia,
Tibet and China and some of them have been preserved
either in their originals or in translations, The work of
exploration cannot, therefore, be confined to India; but
should be extended to these countries. In fact several
MSS of priceless value have alrcady been discovered in
some of these lunds by the heroic efforts of scholars like Sir
Aurel Stein, Dr. Denison Ross, Prof. Sylvain Levi and Dr.
Sarat Chandra Das. The recent expeditions of Rev. Rehula
Sankritydyana to Tibet in search of Mss. have revealed the
existence in Buddhist monasteries, of not only Tibetan
translations but of Sanskrit originals of many works, which
had been considered entirely lost. The attempts made so
far in this direction have, however, been inadequate and
isolated; and unless systematic and organised exploration is
carried out, many of the cultural treasures may irretrievably
be lost.

The Tarkabhasa of Moksakara Gupta is one of these
works which were considered extant only in Tibetan transla-

tions., It is a matter for gratification and pride that the
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Oriental Librarv -+ ¥ysore, (now Oriental Resecarch Institute)
well.kn- 711 @mong the Indologists for its Mss. collections
and publications, has been able to discover and acquire
a palm-leaf Ms. in Kannada script of the Sanskoit
original of this work. 'Tbe discovery of this Buddhist
work should be considered as epoch-making in the history
of the institution; for, during the last fifty years of its
existence, this institution has notacquired a singal Ms. copy
of any work on Buddhist philosophy. Added to it is the
strangeness, that the Ms. of this work has been found in the
private collections of a Jain Pandit at Holenarasipur, a place
about 50 miles distant from Mysore. It was brought over
by the Travelling Pandit of the Library as a gift from the
owner The publication of this work will surely be of
great value to Indologists.

The Tarkabhasa of Moksakaragupta is a short
treatise on Buddhist Logic and Epistemology. A reference
to it, in the available literature, i8 found in the Tarkarahasya
Dipika of Gunaratna, a commentary on the saddarsana
Samuccaya of Haribhadra Suri. Gunarataa, who lived in
the beginning of the 15th Century, in the chapter on
Buddhism of his work, regards Tarkabhisa as one of the ten
important works on Buddhist Logic. Another refernce to
this work is found in the unpublished Jaina work, the
Nyayamanidipika, a commentary on the Praméyaratna mala
of Anantavirya, The guthor of this work refers to it as
Dharmakirti Tarkabhasa, perhaps to distinguish it from the
Jaina Tarkabhasa of Yasovijaya and quotes in the second
chapter the following passage which is found in the present
work-
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“gpmfdEEarT,  smATsYuSsen  waTE-
SAHEITEETSS AN ged seawtaeeara
But this Tarkabhisi has to be distinguished from two other
works of the same name which have been published : (1) the
Tarkabhiza of Kedavamisra (1275 A. D.) and (2) the
Tarkabhisa of the Jain Logician Yasovijaya of the 17th
Century (1608-1688).

The author of the present work is Pandita Sthavira
or Mahidpandita Bhiksu Moksikaia Gupta of the Raja
Jagaddhala Vihara (the great monastry of Jagaddhala) near
"Bogra in Eastern Bengal. He seems to have lived in 1110
A D. and written this only work of his under the patronage
of the Pala kings of Bengal. He was a follower of the
Budhist logicist Dharmakirti and has, in fact, written his
work, as is clear from the opening verse, to convey tothe
dullwitted, the great teachings of Dharmakirti. He quotes
profusely from the two works of his master—the Pramina
Vartika and the Nyaya Bindu and in defending the tenets -
of the Buddhist Logic he criticises Kumarila, Trilocana,
Vacaspati and others. Like a true Buddhist Bhiksu, Moksa-
kara Gupta has written his work, not for any gain of his
own, but for the good of the world and for the propagation
of Buddhist culture ; for,in the verse at the end of the work,
he says that, if any merit were to accrue by his writing,
let it serve as a rmmeans for the liberation of the world from
misery and the attainment of Buddahood.

The Tarkabhisi is a small work, a Sapta Satika in
three chapters expounding the theories of Buddhist Logic
and Epistemology as explained by Dharmakirti, The
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opening chapter deals with pratyaksa or perception and the
other two chapters with Inference or Anumana, the only
two praminas accepted by the Buddhists. Pramna,
according to the author, is right knowledge or knowledge
which does not contradict expericnce and leads to purposive
action.

On the basis of the definition he rejects the pramana,
of Upamina, Sabda, Arthiapatti and Abhavz accepted by
some of the other schools of Indian thought and supports
the Buddhist view that Pratyaksa and Anumina are the
only two praminas. This is followed by the statement of
the definitions ot Pratyaksa as knowledge free from mental
construction and error, the object of Pratyaksa as the
Svalaksana or the thing-in-itself, and of the division of
Pratyaksa into (1) Sense-knowledge (2) mental sensation
(3) self-consciousness or Svasamvedana and (4) mystic
intuition of the yogi. The chapter closes with a discussion
on the act of cognition and its result.

The second chapter is devoted to the exposition of the
theory of Inference for one’s self. Inference, according to
the Buddhists, is two fold; Svartha and Parartha. The
former is an internal process of cognition while the latter is
the process of communicating to others by words what has
been cognised internally. The reason or hetu, through
which we infer, has a threefold aspect and we reason through
Svabhava or Identity; karya or causation, and Anupalabdhi
or negation. The varieties of judgements that are possible
under the three classeg of reason are stated and explained
with appropriate examples.

- The last chapter of the work i8 devoted to a detailed
exposition of the inference for others ‘or syllogistic reason-
ing. The three aspects of the logical mark or hetu, viz.,
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(1) Anvaya or direct concommittance i.c., the major promise
expressed positively, (2) Vyatireka i.e-, its contraposition and
(3) Paksadharmatva or the presence of the mark or hetu in
the subject of Inference and the two methods: the method
of agreement and the method of difference are explained in
brief. While enumerating and. explaining the varities of
syllogisi under the three classes of reason with examples,
Moksakara Gupta brings into discussion the Buddhist theory
of momentariness, the teleogical argument of the Naiyayikas
for the existence of God, the conception of the ultimate
nature of Reality according to the four schools of the Bud-
dhists, the Vaibhasika, the Sautrintika, the Yogicira aad
the Madhyamika.

This edition of the text has becn prepared on the basis
of both the Sanskrit and Tibetan versions that were avail-
able. For the Sanskrit version, I have mostly depended
upon the Ms. (M) of the Mysore Oriental Library. Itisa
palm-leaf Ms. written in old Kannada script with marginal
notes on some of the difficult words of the text. Unfortu-
nately the edges of some of the leaves are broken and three
leaves are missing in the middle. The lacunaein the text
have been filled up hy the help of the Tibetan version (T.)-
and the Sanskrit Version published in the Gaekwad Oriental
Series with a Sanskrit commentary by Embar Krishnama-
charya (Gos), which I was able to secure through the kind

courtsey of Mr. B. Bhattacharya, Director, Oriental Insti-
tute, Baroda, just when the first forme of my edition of the

text was about to be printed.

The Tibetan translation of the text is found in the
Mdo. ze, folio 373-413 of the Bstan-hgyur collections. A
transcript of the Tibetan text was obtained from Calcutta

through my teacher Mr. V. Bhattacharya, Asutosh Professor
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of Sanskrit, Calcutta University, But for a few omissions
and additions it was found to be an accurate mirror of the
original text., The translation to Tibetan has been prepared,
as it is stated in the colophon at the ¢nd, by the translator,
Sthiramati without the assistance of any Indian Pandit.

The names of works and authors referred to in the text
and the additional passages found in the Tibetan version
have been given in the appendices. The publication of the
Tibetan text and the Sanskrit-Tibetan Bilingual Index
has been deferred for lack of printing facilities. An English
translation of the text is in preparation and will be publi-
shed with criticial notes on the text,

The other work, Vidasthanini, which is included in
this volume, was also found in the palm-leaf Ms. copy of
Mysore and isby Jitiri or Jitaripada, who lived, according to
8. C. Vidyabhusan, between ; 940-980 A. D, He is said to
have written, Hetutattvopadesa, Bilivataratarka Dharma-
dharmivini$caya. In the list of manuscripts examined by
Rev. Rahulasankrityayana in the Buddhist Monasteries in
Tibet are found only two works, Dharmadharmiviniscaya :
Nairatmyasiddhi ascribed to Jitari.

I desire to acknowledge my indcbtedness to the
Oriental Institute, Mysore for allowing me to use its Ms.
without which I could not have proceeded with the work.
I express my gratitude to Mahamahopadhyaya V. Bhatta-
charya, for his invaluable help in supplying me with a
transcript of the Tibetan text which has been very useful in
preparing this edition of-the text. Lastly, I feel grateful
to the University of Mysore for granting a subvention for
the publication of the first edition of the work.

V. V. MOHALLA, MYSORE, H. R. R. IYENGAR.



Some Opinions

Dear Mr. Rangaswamy lIyengar,

I write to thank you for vour kindness in
giving me a copy of the ¢ Tarka-bhasha’ of
Mokshakara Gupta, which you have recently
published. I have read it with much interest.
Great credit is due to you for tracing the sanskrit
original of this old and important work of
Buddhistic Logic and basing your edition on it,
It is a valuable addition to the very small number
of books in Sanskrit that we now have on the
subject.

Mysore, M. Hiriyanna,
25-10-1944, Professor of Sanskrit (Rtd.)

V. V. Mohalla, Mysore.
18th Dec. 1944, -

Dear Mr. Rangaswamy Iyengar,

Though Hindu Logicians have advanced
very far in their field, yet we find that from the
modern standpoint there is much to be learnt
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from the Buddhist Logicians.- You have done a
great service in bringing to light the ancient
Buddhistic works, ¢ Tarkabhasha’ of Mokshakara
Gupta and * Vadasthana’ of Jitaripada, which
would probably have been completely forgotten,
if you had not taken so much pains to unearth
them. Your scholarly investigation, with your
admirable knowledge of Tibetan, has helped you
to make out the true readings wherever possible
in the old and illegible manuscripts. You
deserve the most warm congratulations on this
publication also, though you have already shown
how capable you are, by publishing your
splendid edition of Dinnaga’s Pramana

Samuccaya.’

In Southern India, we have hardly another
person with similar attainments and similar
literary work to his credit, which have been so
well appreciated by scholars of eminence.

With best wishes to you,
I am,

Yours Sincerely
{Sd.) Subrahmanya Iyer.
Registrar, (Rtd.)

Untversity of Mysore,



3

“This book contains two separate works.
The first one, Takabhasha, is a treatise on the
source of wvalid cognition (Pramana) written
after Buddhist Logicians, like Dinnaga and
Dharmakirti. It tries to explain lucidly
Buddhist theories of perception and inference,
and also to refute the arguments of other
schools which admit other additional sources
of knowledge.. In the light of this work one
can understand better some of the knottiest
points in Dinnaga’s great logical work,
‘Pramana Samuccaya’, e. g, his peculiar
conception of  manasapratyaksa ( mental
perception, not mental sensation, as the editor
translates it in the preface, p. iv). The special
value of the new edition lies in the fact that
it 1s based on the Tibetan version in addition to
three Sanskrit manuscripts, The editor deserves,
therefore, to be thanked by all the students of
“Buddhistic Logic.

The second work, *Vadasthana’, by
Jitaripada, contains a refutation of Jativada
(the theory of universals), and of anekantavada
(the Jain theory of manysided reality) from
the Buddhist point of view. It is a very short
but interesting treatise.” ‘

—Journal of the Bihar Research Society,



4

“Buddhism is familiar with the systems of
logical thinking developed in the schools of
Nyaya and Vaiseshika, and being itself born in
India, has often used the same trend of reasoning
against Hindu philosophical systems with as
much force as orthodox systems have refuted
Buddhist logic. The disappearance of Buddhism
in the land of its birth due to a variety of causes
has helped in an apathy for the preservation of
Buddhist literature, while the zeal of Tibetan
monks preserved many works on Buddhist logic
(translated into Tibetan from the original) which
are now otherwise lost from their Sanskrit origi-
nal. The Adyar Library has published the
‘ Bhavasankaranti sutra’ with the Bhavasankaranti
“sastra’ as also the Alambanapariksha of Dinnaga
in Sanskrit, as restored from their Tibetan origi—
nals. The tours of the Rev., Rahula Sankritya-
vana in Tibet have also brought to light the
existence of palm-leaf manuscripts in the South
Indian ‘ grantha’ script in Tibetan monasteries.
That Tibet has preserved such important works
was noticed long ago, but due to the lack of
interest of South Indjan Universities. This sphere
of study has been greatly neglected in our part of
the country, whereas the University of Calcutta
has made several important and lasting contri-
butions on this subject.



5‘

The ‘Tarkabhasha’ of Mokshakara Gupta
will probably have shared the fate of the other
lost works, but was fortunately preserved in the
Oriental Institute, Baroda, which published an
edition of the work under the editorship of Sri
Embar Krishnamacharva in 1942 from a collec-
tion of three manuscripts made available to him.
Nevertheless, the present edition of the work is
a welcome addition as it represents the Sanskrit
text of a fresh manuscirpt acquired by the Mysore
Library in Kannada script and Tibetan version
of the text. Advantage has also been taken of
the previous edition from Baroda and a compari-
son of the two clearly shows the difference bet-
ween the two, 'The very first verse of the work
may be cited as an example. Every page shows
important variations from the Baroda text and
hence the justification for a second edition of the
work.  Omission of several passages by the
Baroda edition and the additional passages

found in the Tibetan version should not be
missed,

The work itself, though only in three
chapters, deals’ with *‘pratyaksa’, ‘anumana’
and a detailed exposition of inference for others,
or ‘parathanumana’—syllogistic reasoning,and
explains the theories of logic and epistemology
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according to the tenets of Dharmakirti. The
work of Mokshakara Gupta, in trying to
refute the criticisms levelled against Buddhism
by orthodox writers, uses the same arguments

against the opponents with much force. That
work was written with a view to vindicate the
faith of the Buddha and for the good of the
world and the propagation of the Buddhist
culture, '

The ¢ Vadasthana’ of Jitari is included as it
was found in the manuscript acquired by the
Mysore Library. While Jitari is already known
as the author of several works and the ¢Jati-
vada ’ 1s already published with lacunae by Prof.
G. Tucci (in the BROS Vol XI. p. 54 ff) real
credit should be given to the editor of this work
for bringing to light another work of Jitari,
namely ‘ Anekantavada ’which is included in the
present work.

Mr, Rangaswamy Iyengar deserves to be
congratulated for the work he has brought out.
The appendices are useful and exhaustive.

»

—The Indian Express.

‘Logic being a double-edged weapon which
would sharply cut both ways, the Buddhistic
thinkers, in the progressive conflict and  evolu-
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tion of Indian Philosophical systems, made free
and extensive use of the technique of Nyaya-
Vaiseshika to contravert and discredit the con-
clusions of other schools, especially Brahmanical
schools, and contribution made by Buddhistic
thinkers to the literature on ILogic has been
remarakble for depth and profundity of thought.
The ““Tarkabhasha” of Mokshakara Gupta,
hitherto believed to be extant only in Tibetan
renderings, was secured by a travelling Pandit as
a gift to the Mysore Oriental Library. This and
other particulars are detailed in the ‘ Preface’ to
the volume under notice which contains the
Sanskrit text of Mokshakara Gupta’s  Tarka-
bhasha’ and Jitari’s ‘“Vadasthana” edited by
Mr. H. R. Rangaswamy Iyengar, with the help
of palm-leaf manuscripts. It may be noted that
“ Tarkbhasha’ has already been published in
the Gaekwad Oriental Series (1942) but the
present text, edited in the light of the Mysore
manuscript, is bound to be useful for comparative

study:

From the philosophical standpoint the work
under notice constitutes a serious and sustained

attempt at vindications of the central concepts
and conclusion of Buddhism. Freedom of

philpsophical speculation and expression was
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absolutely unfettered in those days of magnificent
militant metaphysics of Indian thinkers and
system-builders. It would be a mistake to
suppose that Brahmanical concepts and conclu-
sions were forced down the throat of an unwilling
or unintelligent public. Mokshakaragupta pays
his opponents in their own coin. If certain
systems like the Nyaya-Vaiseshika use logic to
establish or prove the existence of God, Mok-
shakara turns the same logic to disprove and
demolish theistic proofs for the existence of an
intelligent Creator of the Cosmos. I would
invite the attention of readers to the striking
passage on page 57, in which short shrift is
sought to be made of the celebrated Nyaya-Vai-
seshika inference or inferential argument that
the Cosmos considered qua effect must have an
intelligent Cause or Creator, It may not be out
of place to add that the refreshing and unfettered
freedom of thought and experssion revealed by
this and other incisive passages must permanently
silence the disingenuous criticism that in ancient
India philosophical systems and doctrines were
made to order by-this or that privileged commu-
nity.

The second work is ““ Vadasthana” of Jitari,
which just contains two sections, In the first
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the theory of unjversals (Jativada) 1s severely
criticised, The contentions of Nyaya-Vaiseshika
(Uddyotakara) and Sankhya are fairly elaborately
cited and examined. The Jaina doctrine of
*Anckanta-vada’ (mwulti-predicability of any
given subject) is refuted i the second. Evid-
ently, the work as it stands, is incomplete, as
only two sections, each containing a major topic,
have been made available. The publication
does undoubted credit to Mr, H. R, Ranga
Swamy Iyengar,

R. NAGARAJA SARMA.
—The Hindu
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