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Sii

Srimathe Ramanujaya Namaha

The basis of any study related to the spiritual science is the three realities the
Tattva, Hita and the Purusartha. The Tattva and Hita according to Srivaishnava
doctrine is the Supreme Brahman or the Purusottama himself. The Purusartha
being diverse is described in the Sastras as Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksa
and Moksa(Kainkarya to Brahman) is referred to as the parama Purusartha
being the supreme goal desired by Souls. Thiruvarangatamudanar chants in
his Ramanuja Nootrandadi referring to Sri Ramanuja quoting Kama to be more

superior than the other Purusarthas

B uf}bllul iailr uie Ulll\z 4 UL USGL aaS,.

sEmanalveeDum poruLum darumamum * Seeriyanal
kAmamum enrivai nAngenbar * nAnginum kaNNaNukkE |
AmadukAmam aramporuL veeDidarkku enruraittAn

vAmanan Seelan® irAmAnusan inda maNmisaiyE ||
Ramanuja Nootrandadi. 40

Tirumangai Azhwar (Periya Tirumadal 10,11) says ‘ammaraitAn mannum
aram porulL inbam veeDenru ulahil rzqnneri mEmabaTTana nAngurk’-
these are the four Purusarthas as revealed in the Sastras, of these Kama
means Bagavat Kama—perinbam. The worldly desires are called
cittrinbam as they are alpa and asthira. So they don’t desired to be
called Purusarthas. “kaNNaNukkE AmadukAmam”(R.Nootrandadi.40)—
Kamaistobe eschewed if it istowards worldy vishayas, but here Kama is
towards Kannapirran. Bagavadvishaya Kama is approved by Sastra too.
Azhwar’s Sree sooktis confirm that this Kama leads to Bhakti which they enjoined

with God.

The other three Puruasarthas—Dharma, Artha and Moksha depend on Kama
alone. (Bagavat Kama alone is pradhana Purusartha (primary). Tirumangai
Azhwar(Periya Tirumadal 37.38) says ‘kAmattin mannum vazhi muraiyE
niTTrum nAm’, Dharma and Artha are not independent since the result of
both is only Kama, hence they are paratah Purusartha, Moksha is swatah
Purusartha but it also aims at Bagavadanubava (which is what we call Kama).

Hence Kama alone is pradhana Purusartha.
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. ticism of the
This when explored shows that the mystic or the 'deVOUOT‘l?_‘l :;y Z expounding
Dravidian Saints and Poorvacharyas in the Sriva{shna.‘/i ma ihis mysticism
Bhakti or Bhagavat prema as the essence leads to Hxs. Kain 313’1 . Purusa anda 1
further matures to Bridal mysticism — with Lord .bemg the O}I:u);ba“d to all the
the Souls equated to women, hence the Lord is the true the human soul
souls- more so referred as an immediate communion hetween Jiss explaining
and the Soul of the world. The Bhakii schools fully expose mystic b ;]Sw'll's clearly
the devotional dedication and the intuitive awakenii?g ol lh.e f}i fo;m of their
elaborating this bridal mysticism sharing their expeﬂ?nces T father of Andal
outpourings - the Nalayira Divya Prabhandham. Pena%hwaﬂ h‘i and this had
exposed his mystic experiences in his Periazhwar Thl.rumozthe compostion
profound impact on his daughter Andal. The result of thlS e i
of her two Prabhandhams Thiruppavai and Nacchiar Thirumozhi.

icate makes
The profound experiences and an intrinsic urgency to comrzlizl:e‘t:ord them
mystics with their rich experiences of union with God strive har divine ecstasy
in the form of hymns sacred to the community in the lineage. The. this union of
provides them an opportunity to re-live their supreme momcnts_,d | mysticism
the wedlock forms the fruitfulness of the soul. These features Of‘br; :nin ity made
can be found in the impassioned outbursts of Saint Andal Wh?'se he ¢ Nacchiar
her unique against the other Azhwar Saints. Andal in e to unite her
Thirumozhi(1.5) pleads in Samslesa and vislesa to the God of love

) sads for
y [ and lbﬁd-
with God. Her adoration to her Lord ripens to prema or Bhakti p
immediate union with Him.

’ A ceof
One unique feature in the Epistemology of Srivaishnavism is the accegéﬂ:wlid
Nalayira Divya Prabhandham of the Dravidian Saints or the Azhwar; S
and indisputable pramana equal to the Vedas. Parasara Bhattar, AC“ l; >; ke
lived in the period of Ramanuja refers to this Tamil Veda as 'Il: A A
Brahmasamhitaa”, Vedanta Desikar quotes in his Dramidopanishad Ta f o
Ratnavazhi that Thiruvoymozhi of Swami Nammazhw'ﬂamhita
“Samhitaasaarvabhoumee” and “Sarvaarthasaakha” — Emperor of theS anar
and Veda Sakha for all. The Churnika of Azhagiya Manavala Pf:.rumal I’\I ?zrthef
in Acharya Hrudayam “Idu kondu sutra vaakyangalai ul‘“nga.wduvar o
establishes the statug Thiruvoymozhi held, for Sri Ramanuja referre 7

i ; X e e union of
compositions while commenting on the Brahma Sutras bridging th
Dravidian and Samskrit Vedanta



This brings in a strong foot print of the Dravidian literature in the list of the
Veda Vedanta literature. This present text ’Sri Goda Kalyanam?’ is the literature in
Samskrit expounding the bridal mysticism of a Dravidian Saint Andal whose
urge to union with God resulted in her celebrating the wedding with the Lord of
Srirangam Sri Ranganatha. The Swayamvara of Andal and her desire to union is
established in this text supplemented by the tenets of Bridal mysticism and this
ritual time and again celebrated is an occasion to re-live the experiences of
Andal. The work confers all the four Purusarthas desired by souls and this
work I believe should add to the collection of the Srivaishnava texts at large.
This text is not a abstract creation but a composition extracted from texts of
Poorvacharyas like Prapannamrutha, Divya Suri Charitha and others with pearls
like Slokas decorated into a garland. 1 do sincerely hope this book will find its
way to those who admire Indian philosophy and the tenets of Sri

Ramanujacharya.

It is my binding duty to thank all those responsible for this publication. It is my
immediate duty to thank Sri.M.N.Ramanuja whose vast experience in the
Dravidian and Samskrit literature has been reflected in his lucid translation. I
thank him for his liberal support for otherwise this work would not have been
possible. I should thank Smt Kanakavalli who inspired me to take up this
publication. It gives me immense pleasure to thank Sri U. Ve. Areyar Srirama
Sharma for his introduction. I should sincerely thank the dedicated community
of Srivaishnavas who made this print edition possible - Sri.N.Rangarajan,
Sri.J.Srinivasan and Sri.A.Rangaswamy Iyengar who voluntarily provided
financial assistance and encouraged this publication. Lastly my sincere thanks
to Sri Ravi of Srinidhi Printers in taking this forward through the press .

For and behalf of Jananyacharya Indological Research Foundation
Ayee Narasimha Sreesanudasan
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