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Note to the Second Edition.

- The copies of the First Edition having
been exhausted, this edition has been brought
out to meet the constant demand for the book-
It is for the most part a reprint of the pre-
~vious edition, only a few slight changes being
made here and there. ~

I have to express my humble gratitude
to” H. H. The Maharaja of Mysore for gra-
clously permitting bhe dedlca.tlon of this work
10 him. '

. jiangalore }

15-5-1928. R. NARASIMHACHARYA?
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As far back as 1898, in my Note to the second
edition of PART [ of Nitiminjari, I expressed my inbtem
tion of giving in PART I of the work a metrical version
in Kannada of portions of the most celebrated ethical
work in Tamll—bhe Kural of Tiruvalluvar. But, owing
to a variety of cireumstances which prevented me from

" undertaking the work, the intention has long remained
unfulfilled. I am therefore thankful that I have now
been able to carry out my intention and thus do a little
service to the Kannadigas by giving them an idea, how-
ever imperfeét, of the unique merit and beauty of one of
the masterpieces of Tamil literature.

Tiruvalluvar, the author of the Kural, is supposed
to have been s Panchama by easte and to have flourisited
in the 2nd century A.D. He ocouples the foremost place
as a moralist in Southern India and is *' the venerated
sage and lawgiver of the Tamil people.” His work has
been translated not only‘ into Bnglish but also into
La.tm. German, French and Ttalian. Some scholars a{'e
even of opinion that there is no treatise equal to it in
any Indian langyage. Several orientalists have spoken
in very high terms of the merits of this work- I give
below a few of their remarks :—
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The mastorpieea. of Temil literature— ong of tha
highest and purest expressions of human thought.
That which above all is wonderful in the Kural ig the
fact that its author addresses himself, without regard
“to castes, peoples or beliefs, to the whole community of
mankind ; that he proelaims- in their very essence, in
‘their eternal abstractedness, virtue and truth; that he
'is equally perfect in thought, in language and in poetry,
in the austere metaphysical contemplation of the great
mysteries of the Divine Nature, as i the easy and
graceful analysis of the tenderest -emotions of the
heﬁra.—dricl.

" That admirable collection of stanzas in the Tamil
language, which is instinct with the purest and most
elevated religious emotion.—Barth.

The work is superior to the Institutes of Manu and
is worthy of the divine Plato himself.—Bower

Tiruvalluvar's poem is one of the select number of
great works which have entered invo the very soul of a
whole people, and which can never die. Especially of
Tiruvalluvar it may be said, as Archbishop Trench says
of 8. Augustine : " He abounds in short and memorable,:
and, if I might so call them, epigrammatic sayings, con-
centrating with Morcsful brevity the whole truth which
he desn'es to impart mto some single phrasa, forgmg it
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into a polished shaft, abt once:: pointed te, pierce, and
barbed that it shall not*lightly d#sp from, the mind and
memory.—Fope.

The ﬁh;i‘vetjsally‘ acknowledged .masterpiece of South-
Indian genius.—Fraser.

The Knral is so called because it .is composed in
the shortest of Tamil metres named. kural {short), con-
sisting of two lines, the first containing four feet and the
second three- The work contains 133 chapters of 10
couplots each, and is divided into three parts treating of ‘
virtue, wealth and love. The couplets, which are the:
choicest of moral epigrams, are remarkable for their
brevity and pithiness. As Dr. Pope-sayvs, -each is struly
"an apple of gold in a network of silver.” The mar-
vellous pithiness of the couplets is thus described by two
of the early Tamil poets, Paranar and Idaikkadar :—

“ As Vishnu, becoming a dwarf (kural), measured
heaven and earth with two steps, so wil;h' the two lines
of his kural (short) verse has Tiruvalluvar measured the
universe.”

“ The couplets are like a semi-perforated mustard:
geed into which the contents of all the seven seas have
been poured.”

Of the 133 chapters of the Kural, 4 ave introduct-
ory, 84 ftreat of domestic and ascetic virtue, 70 of
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wealth, and 25 of concqued a,gd Wedded love. The pars
dealing with wealth has four sectlons, viz., Royalty,
Ministers of State, Emenilals ‘of a-State and Morality,
affirmative and negative. From this mine of ethical
ruics I have selected only a few gems, 38 chapters—2
from the introductory portion, 26 from part I treating of
“virtue and 10 from part II treating of wealth—ifor ren-
dering.into Kannada verse. The verses are written, ag
in Part I of Nitimanjari, in 0ld ‘Kannada, and, as far as
poss:ble, in the chaste style of en,rly Jaina poets The
archaic lebters r (%3) and 1 (6.3) which are of great value -
froui a phllologlca.l pomt of view and are even now in
use in several of the Dravidian languages, have been.
introduced in order to make the Kannadigas, who have
lost these letters, familiar with" them at least in poetical
Literature. All difficult words are explained in the Notes
at the end of the work:

It only remains for me to express the hope that
these verses will be read as widely by the Kannadigas,
to whom they are offered as a humble tribute by one
who knows a little of both Kannada and Tamil, as
their originals are by the Tamilians.

R. NARASIMHACHARYA.

Bangalore,
23—10—1911.
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