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PREFACE.
—2 -

ﬁﬁo#el, like @iy other good book, is a true and useful
frierid and demypanion in life tending to mould or im-
prove: ‘one’s character and, oftentimes, showing one the
wdy to success‘fully fight out life’s battles. It might treat
of any subject-political, social, or religious; but its chief
airti should be'the elevation of the moral tone of society
at large; and the novelist ought to depict, correctly, the
manners and customs of the people from whom his
characters are drawn and describe, vividly, the country
and surroundings in which the scenes are laid. A natural
development and a proper presentation of the various
characters are equally necessary. | |

Of all themes, religious, or philosophic ones are the
most difficult of treatment in a novel and require the
highest powers of imagination and analysis to be brought
into play. Highly abstract notions have therein to be
brought within the comprehension of the average reader
by suitable and concrete examples worked up in an emi-
nently natural manner, But, difficult as it is of treat-
ment, the theme of religion is the most effective and
useful,---religion being the strongest known organising
force of this world. Political and social laws may alter,
or disappear; but, the truths of religion stand for all time
like beds of rock and a#ther men together, guiding thew
peacefully along the rugged path of righteousness,



i

Every one is aware of the truth of the common but
wholesome saying---““As you sow, so you reap.” ishT
represents in fact nothing but the essence of the great
Hindu doctrine of Karma. In this little book I have
attempted to explain, by a concrete application of its
principles to practical life, the workings of Karma
and its cumulative effect on the soul. How far I have
been successful, I leave to my readers to judge. If, how-
ever, the book fulfils its purpose even by a fraction, 1
shall be bound to feel my labours have been amply re-
marded. ’

Mysore,
March, igrs. ; M. A. R.
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