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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

Sri M. R. Sampathkumaran says:—“The fulleﬁt
account of his (Sri Anantarya’s) life, so far available, 18
the Sri Anantarya-mahima-katha-sangraham by Anan-
danpillai Srirapgacharya of Purisai, who probably
flourished about a hundred or a hundred and fifty years
ago—."" He is a lineal descendant of Sri Anantarya.

The work-consists of six chapters with five appen-
dices. The fourth prescribes the mode of reciting the
vazhi-tirunamam of Sri Anantarya. The fifth consists
of five gitas in praise of Sri Ramanuja, Sri Anantarya,
other Acharyas and Goddess Padmavati. This is the
composition of Srirangacharya himself. The 1st, 2nd

and 3rd appendices are compositions of a much earlier
date than the work of Srirangacharya.

The English version consists of 24 chapters at the
rate of one chapter to each incident whether long or
short. The incidents referred to in Chapters 17 and 18

are from * Sr1 Venkatachala Itihasa Mala” and “ Vartha
Mala1 .

The Hindi version is based on the English version.

The first appendix, ¢ Srimadanantarya-Vishaya-
Ashta-Slokv, " .refers briefly to the incidents referred
to in chapters 1, 13, 11, 9 and 7 of the English version.
These verses are the composition of Narayana Desikar,
grandson of Sri Anantarya by his son Ramanuja. Sri
Ramanuja adorned Nitya-vibhuti in 1137 A.D. when
Sri Anantarya was 84 years of age. He lived a full life
and the date of his quitting the Lila-vibhuti is not
known. Narayana Desikar must have comiposed his
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verses during the life-time of his grandfather or imme-
diately after his passing away. The age of this com-
position is the 12th century while Srirangacharya’s work
1s of the 18th century. The incidents referred to must
have been in publication or vogue from the very time of
Sri Anantarya or soon after his passing away.

The second appendix-*“ Srimadanantarya-Vishaya
Dasa-Sloki”, refers briefly to the incidents referred to
in chapters 9, 14, 5 and 1 of the English version. The
third appendix-¢ Anantarya-Mangala-Dasa-Sloks”, a
Prachina-Acharya-Virachita, refers briefly to the inci-
dents referred to in chapters 1, 14 and 5 of the English
version.

27-3-1953. R. TIRUNARANA IYENGAR,




Prefatory Note to the Second Edition

This essay on the life and works of Sri Anantarya
was written while I was at Bangalore in 1942 during
what we in Madras now refer to as the period of evacua-
tion from the city. The late Sri M. A. Srinivasacharyar
showed me the Kannada work on the same theme, then
recently written by Sri S. G. Govindaraja Iyengary, and
suggested that I should write in English aboutit. I
gladly undertook this as a pious duty. Sri Srinivasa-
chariar helped me in getting all the books I wanted and

made many belpful suggestions during the progress of
the work,

I left the manuscripts with him, and he had them
published in the columns of the Kalyana-Kalpataru in
1945 in instalments, (from May to October). Now Sri
R. Tirunarayana Aiyangar, Retired Assistant Com-
missioner, Mysore, expressed a desire to reprint the
work in book form; and the editor of the Kalyana-
Kalpatarw, Sri Hanumanprasad Poddar has kindly
given his consent. And so this edition is brought ous.

Acknowledgment is due to the late M. A. Srinivasa-
chariar for having suggested to me the writing of this
work and for having helped me in various ways to write
it; to the editor of the Kalyana-Kalpataru for having
permitted its reprint; and to Sri R. Tirunarayana
Aiyangar for reprinting it now.

I have made a few changes here and there—mostly
verbal alterations—and added a few notes.

M. R. SAMPATHKUMARAN.

Madras.
March, 1951, }



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION
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Anantarya, known familiarly in Tamil as Anandan-
pillai, was among the foremost disciples of the greaf
Srivaishnava teacher, Sri Ramanujacharya. He was
one of the seventy-four simhasanadhipatis, leaders of
the faith, established by Sri Ramanuja for organising
the Srivaishnava community and looking after its
spiritual welfare. His descendants are still to be found.
The family name of Anandanpillai may be met with at
Tirupati and in Mysore, and there is evidence to suggest
that the name was not unfamiliar in the Chingleput
District. Several stories connecting him with Sri
Ramanuja and the shrine of Srinivasa at Tirupati are
known to tradition, and his name has been commemo-
rated in several ways at that famous shrine. Ag
Tirupati, Mandya, Conjeevaram and otber places his
images are known.

The fullest account of his life, so far available,
1s the 871 Anantarya-mahima-katha-sangraham * by
Anandanpillai Srirangacharya of Purisai, who probably
flourished about a hundred or a hundred and fifty years
ago. The Sri-Venkatachala-itihasa-mala,* attributed
to one Anantarya, has a great deal to say about him
and devotes one short section to his vrittanta. It is,
however, of uncertain date, and nothing beyond the

1. Edited by DPatavi Satagopacharya and published in
Telugu script at Madras in 1903
2. Edited by Dr. S. Krishnaswamy Iyengar, M.A., Ph.D.,
-and published in the Tirumalai.Tirupati Devasthanam Series by
the Devasthanam Committee, Tirupati.
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name of its author is known. The Tengalai version' of
the Guruparampara, by Pinbazhagia Perumal Jiyar
and the Vadagalai version by Brahmatantrasvat&ntra:.
Jiyar mention Anantarya, when relating the life of STl
Ramanuja. The Vurta-malai of Pinbazhagia Perumal
Jiyar describes some anecdotes relating to Anantarya.
The Prapannamritam of one Anantarya, belonging 10
the family of Andhrapurna, a comparatively late work,
narrates the story of Anantarya in brief. Based on
these works, Sri S. G. Govindaraja Iyengar has recently
brought out in Kanarese a life of Anantarya, entitled
Srimad-Anantarya-charitre®  The Report on the
Inscriptions of the Devastanam * by Mr. Sadhu Subrf:lh-
manya Sastri, B.A., the Devastanam Archaeclogist,
Tirupati, mentions some inscriptions referring to the
Anandanpillai family: while Dr. S. Krishnaswamy
Iyengar in the first volume of his History of Tirupats ®
has occasion to refer to the life and activities of Anan-
tarya at Tirupati.

It is hoped that this brief sketch of the life of
Anantarya will interest a wide circle of readers on
account of his intimate association with the far-famed
shrine of Tirupati, whose. presiding Deity is known as
Srinivasa in the South and Balaji in the North.

Chamarajpet,
Bangalore City.
September 1942,

M. R. SAMPATKUMARAN.

1. Published at Bangalore in 1912,
2, Published in 1930.

3. Published by the Devasthanam Committee in 1940,
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LIFE OF SAINT ANANTARYA

A XY
CHAPTER I.

Birth: Sri Anantarya was born at Sirupubtur,
known in Sanskrit as Laghunutanapura and now called
Kirangoor, a village on the banks of the Cauvery, near
Srirangapattanam in Mysore State. His father was one
Kesavacharya, belonging to the Bharadvaja gotra. The
name, Ananta, was given to him, it is stated, because
Adisesha, the famous Serpent associated with Vishnu,
appeared in the dream of Kesavacharya and intimated
that he would be born as the son of Kesavacharya.
It may be mentioned in passing that Adisesha is,in
Vaishnava tradition, looked upon as an ideal devotee
and servant of the Lord. Lakshmana, the brother of
Rama, and Sankarshana, the brother of Krishna, are
believed: to be incarnations of Sesha. The followers of
Sri Ramanuja believe that he too was Sesha incarnate,
born to redeem the world from sin and to teach the
true way of salvation. The Kathasangrala and the
Itihasamala state that just as the Lord was born in the
distant past as both Narayana and Nara to demonstrate
to the world how the ideal teacher and the ideal disciple
should be, so too, Sesha appeared in the world in the

forms of Ramanuja, the teacher, and Ananfarya, the
disciple.

The year of his birth is given by a traditional
Sanskrit verse as Vijaya, corresponding to 4154, Kali,
and 975, Salivahana, and in the Christian Era that
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would be 1053 A.D., the month was Chaitra (April-May)
and the nakshatra Chittra.” As the date of birth of Sri
Ramanuja is believed to be 4118, Kali, (1017 A.D.),
there is a difference of thirty-six years between the
preceptor and the disciple. The date of his death is
nowhbere given, but as he is said to have survived Sri
Ramanuja, who passed away in 1137 A.D. when he
(Anantarya) was eighty-four years old, he must have
died fu]! of years and honours.

Journey to Srirangam: Anantarya received his
early education at or near his native village. By the
time he grew up to be a young man, the fame of Sri
Ramanuja was spreading far and wide. The usually
‘accepted date for Sri Ramanuja’s sojourn in Mysore
would place that event considerably later in time. It
must have been many years before Sri Ramanuja’s
flight to Mysore that the young Anantarya travelled all
the way to Srirangam from Kirangoor to sit at the feeb
of the Master. Yajnesa, the son of Sottai Nambi,
went with him, and probably Marudur Nambi and

‘Tondanur Nambi were also among his companions in

'the quest.

At Srirangam, they were cordially received by Sri
Ramanuja, who directed them to one of his disciples,
Dayapala Muni.! But Dayapala felt himself unequal

1. Dayapala Muni was a famous gdvaita teacher ‘con-
verted by Ramanuja to his faith. He was known originally as

Yajnamurti, and came to Srirangam to defeat Sri Ramanuja in

philosophical debate. Having come to scoff, he remained to

pray, and became an ardént disciple of Sri Ramanuja. He then
took the name of Dayapala Muni: in Tamil he is called

‘Arulalapperumal Emberumanar.
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to the duty of teaching these young men: and  though,
in obedience to the command of his guru, he formally
initiated them as his disciples by performing the Sama-
srayana * ceremony, he bade them learn at the feet of
Sri Ramanuja himself and led them back to him-
Anantarya thus became a student of the great acharya,
and was taught by him the essentials of religion and
philosophy.

The Title of Anandanpillai: One day, Rama-
nuja was expounding the Tiruvaymozhi of Nammazh-
var to his pupils. He read a stanza in praise of the
Lord Srinivasa at Tirupati, which says:

“ In Tiruvengada, which is made happy by the
flowers falling from the hands of the gods and their
chief, Indra, is the Lord, who is beautiful in His dark
hue, has an infinite number .of auspicious qualities, and
is the first of our forbears, preceding in time our fathers,
grandfathers and greatgrandfathers. ” 2

Explaining it; he pointed out that flowers seemed
peculiarly acceptable to the Lord at Tirupati; and
suddeuly asked of his audience, who among them was
prepared to proceed to the Tirumalai Hills and tend a
flower. garden for the holy shrine of Srinivasa. Tirupati
must have seemed far distant to those .students of Sri
Ramanuja. It was at least three hundred miles from
Srirangam. It formed the northern boundary to the
Tamil country, and it was on a Hill difficult of access
and studded with jungles. The climate there was known
to be intensely cold during winfer.. No wonder that abt

1. 'The ceremony. of initiation among the Srivaishnavas.
2. Tiruvaymozhi 111, iii. 2.
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first none wounld come forward to do the Master’s:
bidding. Anantarya however felt that all risks must be
taken in carrying out his guru’s wishes. And so when
a silence fell upon that class and none would offer to:
make the perilous journey to Tirupati, Anantarya rose
up and said that he would, with leave of the Master,
set out to the shrine of Srinivasa and cultivate a flower-)
garden there. Sri Ramanuja, who was feeling dis-
appointed and depressed at the lack of response to his
appeal, felt overjoyed at the courage and devotion
of Anantarya. FEmbracing him, the great acharya
exclaimed: “You are the only man in all this vas
assembly ”.  Henceforward, Anantarya was known as
Ananta-anpillai, Ananta the man. In Sanskrit he is
called Anantapurusharya.®

'Y Y -
CHAPTER II.

Anantarya hits the Lord on the chin: Reach-
ing the Tirumalai Hills, Anantarya planted a huge
flower-garden, naming it after his preceptor. He dug a'
well inside the garden, and to supplement the water-
supply began to dig a tank some distance away. Regard-
ing this work as essential service to the Lord, he
personally carried on the work. He would  dig out
basketfuls of earth with a Crow-bar, and his wife, then
big with child, would carry away, load after heavy
Joad, toiling under very great strain. The merciful
Lord could not bear to see. His devotees suffer so much

1. Vide K.S. & I.M.: but G.P.(V). G.P.,(T), & P.A., do
not mention the Title.
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in His service. Wearing, therefore, the guise of a
young student, He accosted Anantarya and begged
permission to dig the tank Himself. Anantarya and
his wife, who surely was in no condition for strenuous
Jabour of this kind, might watch him at work for some
time. ILet him be given a chance, He pleaded- To
Anantarya, however, the work in which he was engaged
was of the nature of service to the Lord. It would be
dereliction of duty to entrust it to any one else, when
he had the required strength and ability himself.
Besides the lad seemed no Hercules: he appeared to
have been delicately reared. - So he would not allow the
boy to help. And as the latter showed signs of turning
out importunate, Anantarya issued a stern warning to
him. He would brook no interference in. the performm-
ance of his service to God- And if the lad should be
so ill-advised as to persist in his attempts to interfere,
he would meet with corporal punishment. Unwillingly
the boy moved away, slowly walking out of the range of
Anantarya’s vision. But Anantarya soon observed that
his wife was doing her work much quicker than before.
And growing suspicious, he asked her how she managed
to reburn with her empty basket so soon after she set off
with a full load of earth. ““That young boy who was
talking with you just now is'helping me”, she replied.
‘““ Hé meets me on the way, takes the basket, runs away
with it, empties it in the place set apart for that
purpose by you and returns. I take the basket from
him, and return here for a fresh load.”

Anantarya was stung to anger by what he regarded
as impertinent interference on the part of the boy with
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the service that he and his wife were performing in all
devotion and humility to the Lord. So, shouting out,
he ran up to where the boy stood, midway between the
tank and the place where the carth was being piled up.
Seeing Anantarya approach him in evident anger with

his heavy crow-bar held aloft, the youthful student

began to run away. Anantarya gave him chase, but the

nimble boy soon climbed up a tall famala* tree. Unable
to follow him there, Anantarya stood at the foot of the
tree and bade him ' come down. Well hidden behind
the luxuriant foliage, the culprit began to bargain. If
Anantarya would let him go 'scot-free, be would give
him-all_,tha,t he had——his clothes with spots of gold lace,
his ring and ear-rings, a!l made of gold. Anantarya,
who wanted above all to meet the boy on solid earth,
agreed and moved away a little to inspire confidence.
The boy came down, and feigning fear, began to flee.
Anantarya pursued him closely, and threw his crow-bar
at him. It hit the boy well on the chin, but that did
not make him stop. He kept on running until he
reached the temple; rushing in, he closed the doors
fast against his pursuer.

By this time, it was late in the evening 't and.the
priests who came to the temple to conduct the usual
routine of evening and night rituals, found the doors-
barred and bolted inside and Anantarya grimly
keeping watich outside. . Learning from him that .a
mischievous youngster had locked them ouf  of the
temple, they called out to the boy loudly to let them in

1. A tree with a very dark bark but white blossoms, Xar-

thockymus Pictorius: known in Tamil as Punga.
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for conducting the divine worship. As if in response t0
their appeal, the boy opened the doors. The priests
and other servants of the temple trooped in with
Anantarya, and began to search for the boy. But be
was nowhere to be found. Not a little puzzled and
almost bewildered, they proceeded to the shrine of
Srinivasa, where they found the Lord smiling sweetly,
but bleeding from a cut in the chin! Anantarya prayed
for enlightenment: what was this wonderful pheno-
menon, a sweetly smiling face with a stream of blood
flowing from the chin? The Lord, it is said, was
gracious enough to explain. He Himself had tried to
take part in the service that Anantarya was engaged in;
and in consequence was pursued and hit on the chin

with Anantarya’s crow-bar.

Realising the enormity of his offence, Anantarya
bowed down in contrition and humility, and begged
for forgiveness. The Lord, however, was not inclined
to sense offence in what Anantarya did. Rather did He
praise him for his earnest and devoted spirit of service,
and to commend his example, the Lord ordained that
the mark on His chin should remain for ever and the
crow-bar should be hung under'the main tower of the
temple, so that worshippers hereafter might hear of this
episode.  Itis believed that the depression in the chin
of the image of Srinivasa, which is to ' this day filled
up with an ointment made of camphor, arose in this
manner.. Anantarya is stated to have also received on
this occasion, the silken cloth and the ring and the
ear-rings promised by the mischievous youngster.

1. K.S. & LLM. give this account and G.P. (T) gives sub.
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CHAPTER III

Sri Ramanuja's First Visit to Tirupati: Mean-
while, Sri Ramanljja at Srirangam heard of the excellent
work carried on by Anantarya at Tirupati and longed to
visit the holy shrine. Quickly completing the work
of expounding the Tiruragmozhi, he seb oub with
his disciples for Tirupati. On the way he visited many
famous shrines, and finally arrived at the city at the
foot of the Tirumalai Hills. Here, it is stated, a
certain local chief of the name of Vittala Deva became
his disciple and granted a village of the name of Bala-
mandyam for the henefit of certain followers of Sri
‘Ramanuja who proposed to settle there. Sri Ramanuja
at first did not wish to climb up the hill and worship at
the shrine of Srinivasa. Regarding the Hill itself as
holy, he thought that it might amount fo sacrilege to
touch it with one’s feet- But Anantarya protested. If
Sri Ramanuja felt it wrong to ascend the hill, how
could he, Anantarya, and other devotees, go there and
continus to live on it? Realising that by refusing to
climb the hill, he might deprive the temple on the hill
of its loyal and devoted servants, Sri Ramanuja agreed
to make the ascent. On the way he was met with
offerings from the temple by his uncle, Tiramalai
Nambi, who had come to the holy hills under instruc-
tions from the great Yamunacharya and had grown
grey in the service of Srinivasa. Why should his
venerable uncle take all this trouble, Sri Ramanuja

stantially the same account, though it does not mention the
depression in the chin of the image., P.A_ does not mention the
Lord being hit.
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asked. Could not some younger person be deputed for
the job? Tirumalai Nambi’s reply- was characteristic.
tle could fiid no one younger—jyounger, that 1S, 1n
wisdom andidevotion, and so he himself came.

Sri Ramanuja spent three. days: on the hills wor-
shipping at the shrine of Srinivasa. He was overjoyed
ab the sterling work turned out by Anantarya. After
three days, Sri Ramanuja descended the hill; but he
did not at once return to Srirangam. He decided to
study the Ramayena under the guidance of Tirumalad
Na,mbi, and it is stated that everyday.the uncle and the
nephew would meet half way up the hill, the former
(zominé,dowu and. the latter going up. A tamarind
tree with a shrine attached now marks the spob where
they arc said to have met. Sri Ramanuje completed his
study of the Ramayana in about a year, and thereafter
decided to leave Tirupati. As Anantarys was discon-
solate at the parting from his master, Sri Ramanuje bad
an image made of himself.and presented it to Ananbarys.
This image was installed in a special shrine %0 the
north in the temple precincts. *

——- PG
CHAPTER 1V
Vardhitavan-mangala-van.—Once certain  dis-

aiples of Apantarya et on their way to Trirupat a
pious and generous Brahmin of the name of Vardhitavan-

A So LM & K.S.; GP.(T) & P A, tell more or less the
same story, G P, (V) is briefer
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mangala-van at the village of Vardhitavan-mangala.?
He entertainéd them hospitably and sought and obtain-
ed their permission to accompany them on their pilgrim-
age. Often, he entreated them to make of him & Sri-
vaishnava, but they gave him no definite reply. Reach-
ing the holy hills, they paid their respects to Anantarya
who made kind enquiries abhont their welfare. Their de-
voted companion begged of them to introduce him to
Anantarya, and when that was done, he prayed to
Anantarya to take him as his disciple. At first Anan-
tarya told him that he would not undertake to teach
anyone, unless the would-be disciple possessed certain
woral qualifications. But Anantarya’s own disciples
were ready bto testify to the -excellent gualities of
Vardhitavan-mangala-van. Anantarya, therefore, deci-
ded to grant his prayer. < If vou wish to learn [rom
me,” he said, ¢ give up all that you have to the service
of 'God and His devotees. Then yon will reach my
gonl. Tf this appeals to vou, make yourself ready for
the initiation ceremonies.” Mangalavan agreed and
obtained the great privilege of having Anantarya as his
teacher. Known henceforth as Srivaishpava-dasa, he
won the confidence and love of Anantarya by his trang-
parent devotion and sincerity, and was instructed by
him in all the mysteries of faith. After spending all
the money that he had brought with him in the service
of God and his devotees he took the permmission of hig
preceptor and returned to his village. 'There he sot
apart a part of his properties for the maintenance of his

1. The village is known in Tamil as Valattan.mangalam,
and ihe Brahmin as Valattan.mangalamudaiyan.
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parents, and taking a part himself, returned to Tirupati
and laid them all at the feet of -his master. = Anantarya
then asked him whether he, Srivaishnavadasa, had. dis-
posed of his property as he had been asked to do. ¢ Yes,”
roplied Srivaishnavadasa. At the time of his initiation,
his master had said just two things.- One was -that he
should spend away his properties ‘in the service of God
and His devotees.  That. had been done. The other

atter mentioned was that he would reach the goal of
his acharya. 'That, the disciple submitted, had not vet
taken place. Anantarya at once ook him to the -shrine
of Srinivasa and prayed.-for His blessing and grace on
this devoted disciple.. The' Lord, it is stated, was
pleased tio promise on this oceasion-the blissful beatitude
of salvation to Srivaishpavadasa. -~ And some time later,
He actually carried out this promise, appearing in
person before the eyes of Anantarys -and Srivaishnava-
‘dasa. - It was left for the.teacher to perform the funeral
ries,of his diseiple. 1

CHAPTER V

The Two Snakes.—On another occasion, Anan-
tarya, while plucking flowers in his garden, was bitten
in the hand by a snake. His disciples wanted him at
once fo receive medical attention. But he would not
listen to them and went quietly about his duties. He
bathed in‘the pushkarini and went to the temple. The

1. 'This section is based on K.S_and IM. But G.P. & P.A,
do not refer to this incident V.M. (182 Varta), however,
narrates the story.
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Liord, it is said, asked him why he had taken no steps

to counteract the poison of the snake. Which was the

snake whose poison had to be counter-acted; Anantarya

asked in return.  Was it the venom of the great snake

of akamlara (egoism and selfishness) which resided

within him, or was it the poison of the snake which had

bitben his body ? For the first. which was destroying the

soul, there was no physician save the Lord. ~ As for the

body, let the poison destroy it, if it would. He bad no

need, therefore, for medieal! attention of any kind.

The Tiord, so it is related, pressed him still further.

If Anantarya died as a result of the snake-bite, would

nob Srinivasa miss him ? To this, Anantarya replied that
he had no intention of playing truant irom his service

to the Lord., Ii the snake which bit him - was powerful,

he would be freed from the bonds of samsara, serve the

Lord in Heaven. If the snake which was bitten was

more powerful (he was referring obviously to his being

an amsavatara of Sesha), he would continue fo serve

the Tord at Tirupati. And when the Lord, who was
the physician of the dread ‘disease of birth and death,

was protecting hiin, why should he seek the aid of any

other physican ? It 1s hardly necessary to say that

Anantarya felt no untoward effects as a vesult of this
snake-bite.

1, Thus K.S,, I.M,, G.P.(T), and P A, But VM, (418
varta) refers to one Bapanna as being bitten by the snake,
Questioned by Anantarya he answers kim much as Anantarya
answers the Lord here.,




13
CHAPTER VI

Anantarya Disobeys The Lord.—Near the tem-
ple was the site of a cottage in which, according to
tradition, Sri Yamunacharya had once ruaided To
commemorate this association of the great ‘Sriviighnasy
teacher with Tirupati, Sri Ramanuia -instructed Anan-
tarya to build a mantapa on the spot and set up &n
image of Sri Yamuna for worship thare. Anantarya did
accordingly, and it was his custom daily to visit this
pavilion and string the flowers he had gathered info
garlands there. One day while he was at the' Yamuna-
mantapa doing his usual work, the FLord ~enbt word to
hum through a priest that he should come to the temple
ab once. Anantarya, however, heeded not the message,
He told the messenger that the flowers had to be strung
ab once ; otherwise they would lose their fragrence and
be, moreover, in no state to be strnng. He could not,
therefore, come immediately.. The messengor returned
to the temple with this answer. Anantarya, meanwhile,
set about making his garlands as quickly as he could.
And after finishing his work, he took the garlands in a
basket and went to the temple. -Swinivasa, who was
really pleased at Anantarya’s devotion to his duty,
pretended to be angry, and hid Himself behind a
curtain. Thruqtmg aside the curbain Anantarya went
into the presence of the Lord, and asked the reason for
His anger. The Lord naturally replied that Anantarya
had failed to obey His wishes and was doing as he
pleased. With the forthrightness and courage for which
he was noted, Anantarya submitted that he was there at
Tirupati uuder the orders of his guru, Sri Ramanuja,
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who had bidden him supply flower-garlands to the
temple. That was his primary duty, and he had learng
500 well the lesson of Sri Madhurakavi’s devotion to hig
preceptor to ignore it. He was not prepared to obey the
orders of anyone else. I{ Srinivasa did not want hig
flowers, let the curtain have them: Sosaying Anantarya;
stung somewhat to anger, threw his garlands at the
curtain and began swiilly to walk awa.}'.' Then, 1t is
stated, the Lord Himself drew him back and told him
how pleased He was at his exemplary® devotion to his
guru. Let him ask any boon he would. Anantarya
had no selfish desires to satisfy. All' that he wanted
was to carry out his service to the Lord without hind-
rance of any kind. The Liord then of His own free will
was pleased graciously to ordain that anyone even
indirectly connected with Anantarya should be blessed
wibh His grace and obtain salvation.®

— -
CHAPITRER VII.

Anantarya becomes the Father-in-law ofthe
Lord.—It was spring, the season in which the . whole
world blooms out in bud and flower, and the hedrts of
lovers are stirred. - The Lord and His divine consort
began to play in the garden, carefully cultivated and
tended by Anantarya. Fvery morning the garden would
present & dismal sight.. Tlowers would lie scattered on
the ground, plants would be uprooted, and the carefully
made channels for watering the garden indiscriminately

1. SoK.S,IM,GP(T),PA,and VM.

e
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destroyed. Anantarya appointed watchren to guard -
the garden; but they could not discover the d:vine
culprits, who continued to play havoe with it. He
reinforced the guard with his own trusted disciples;
but they too could not succeed in detecting the fros-
passers, who wenb on merrily taking jmpudent liherties
with the garden. Mistrusting his watchmen and
disciples, Anantarya finally decided to remain on
sentinel duty himself. For eight nights, the divine
couple eluded even his vigilance. At last Srinivasa felt
that the timwe had come to reveal to the world the great-
ness of Anantarya’s single-minded devotion to duty. So
He and Padmavati showed themselves in the garden as
a prince and princess. Hidden in a bush. Anantarya
spotted the royal depredators, walking gaily hand in
band and making themselves fres of the garden. Rush-
ing out, he seized their interlocked hands and led them
to s tree, in order to bind them there. The Lord,
however, managed to shake Himself free, and fled back
to the temple, going in haste in the inausnicions
apradakshina direction. Padmavati, however, chose
not to free herself from her captor, and was eventually
bound to a champaka tree. Anintarya then began an
enquiry. Who was she? What was the name of her
husband ? What did they mean by plundering and
rivaging the Ramanuja garden, dedicated to the service
of the Lord in that wanton and shameless manner ?
“ Father ”, Padmavati pleaded, “ Regard me as your
daughter and let me go. I can’t, as a faithful wife, tell
you the name of my husband. All that 1 ‘can say is
that he is a prince, and that we live on this hill. I
should not be held responsible for his actions, should T ?
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Ii be takes me to this garden and asks me #o sporb with
him here, how can 1 refuse? I have committed no
offence, really. .So why do you, wise and reverend sir,
bind an innocent, helpless woman like me 2. Anantarya
conceded that she need not tell him her husband’s name.
But let her lead himn to her prince of thieves. Apantarya’
had caught her after so much effort, and could not give
her up so easily. < ILook on e as your daughter,”
she-once again begged, ‘“and free me. He has given
you, the slip and run away. How can I lead you to
hiia ?”. Anantarya turned a deaf ear to her pleadings.
““ Your husband. could not have gone far,”” he said,
“ leaving such a beauntiful wnd dear wife behind. Besides,
it is dark now, and I have not seen you well. Wait
t11] the day breaks, and then I shall observe you closely.
Aftoerwards, taking some valuable security frow you,
I shal! release you. Till then. you must remain bound

to this tree.”

The dsy dawned ab last, and the priests who
ope_);_ied the shrine of Srinivasa discovered that the gold
image of Lakshmi adoining the breast of the Lord had
disappeared during the night. The tewple authorities
immediately suspected the priests of the. thelt and
began fo make. it npleasant {or themi. At once, the
spirib of the Lord entered one among them and reven led
the whols story and bade them go to the garden and
bring back Padmavati and Anantavya. Astonisbed
bayond raeasure, the priests and the authorities of the
temple ran to the garden to find the Divine Mother
bound $o a tree, and Anantarys carefully keeping watch
beside her. When they gave the message of the Tord,
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Anantarya felt that he had committed a grievous offence,
and releasing Padmavati from her bonds, fell at her
feet and begged her forgiveness. She had been swmiling
all the while; and now to make good her claim to be
regarded as a daughter of Anantarya, sbe suddenly
agsumed the forni of a young maiden about to be given
in marriage. Leading her by one hand, and with his
basket of flowers in the other, Anantarya proceeded to
the inner shrine of Srinivasa and prostrated himself at
His feet. Very graciously, the Lord asked Anantarya
to give his daughter to Him in marriage; and for
Kanyasulka, (present given to the bride’s father) He
unloosened a gold necklace and gave it to Anantarya.
Then, Padmavati, even while all were looking on,
suddenly became transformed into a gold image and
found shelter in the breast of Srinivasa. Thencefor-
ward, Anantarya became known as the father-in-law of
the Liord. And in memory of this iniracle, he named
the daughter who was born to him afterwards as Mat-
$re-putri.

‘Hearing of this incident, it is said that Sri Rama-
nuja ordained that it should be commemorated in the
festival which is celebrated in the Kanya month {when
‘the Sun is in Vingo). On the seventh day, the Tord
should return to the temple in procession in the apra-
dakshina direction ; and on the eighth, Anantarya was to
receive presents from the Lord.* ~This procedure is
being observed to this day-

PR GrPo-

I. K.S. and [.M.
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CHAPTER VIIL

The fisher of souls.—Anantarya found delight
in adorning the image of Srinivasa with many flowers
and leaves from his garden. On one occasion, he placed
a fragrant creeper called Hri-bera-vallt (Lamancha
or Khus Khus) near the shoulders of the T.ord. 'Thus
adorned, Srinivasa asked Anantarya how He looked.
1t is related that Anantarya described the appearance
of the Lord in memorable speech. ‘“ You look like a
fisherman ”, he said, ‘“ wandering on the shores of the
sea of samsara and bearing on his shoulders nets for
catching the souls struggling in it.”"*

—-mso_
CHAPTER IX

The trip to Kerala.—From Tirupati to Kerala is
a far cry, but Anantarya had to undertake the jonrney
‘ab the request of his disciples. Having obtained the
permission of the Lord, he set out with goodly retinse
of disciples headed by & certain Varadarya. It was naon
when they reached a canal of the name of Kfnrpumhulya
They rested and refreshed themselves in the shade
afforded by the trees growing on its banks. Then they
bathed in its caol waters, and undid the packet of food
they had brought along with them. They found it full
of ants. At once 1t struck Anantarya that the ants
should be taken back to the holy hills, whence they had
come. For, in the sacred hill, many a liberated soul

I

1. K&
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found delight in residing in some obscure embodiment,
animate or inanimate, so as to be near the Lord. And
saints Jike Kulasekhara had expressed in memorable
verse their desire to be there in some shape or other.
Who knew but that these ants might embody souls high
in wisdom and devotion or even perhaps souls liberated
from all bondage ? So, Anantarya returned to Tirupati
and set the ants down near the temple of Srinivasa.?

Next day, he resumed his journey, and in due
course arrived at Yadugiri? in the west country, He
went to the temple to make his obeisance to the 1ma.ge
of Narayana there, though his mind was full of the
Srinivasa he had left behind him in Tirupati. But
when he entered the shrine, what was his joy to find
Srinivasa smiling at him benignantly ! “ When did@ You
come ‘here, even before me, my Lord,” he asked in
surprise, ‘“to bless me here ?” Hearing these words those
around him observed the deity in the'shrine closely and
found that He was indeed Srinivasa. It is said that to
this day this miracle is commemorated by certain signs
by which the iimage of Narayana reminds us of Venkata-
nathy at Tirupati.* On certain days, for example,
Narayana is dressed in flowers like Srinivasa and wears
a camphor mark on His forehead.

Thereafter, he went on to Kerala and stayed there
for several days teaching religion and pbilosophy to his
students. After completing his work, Le set out on the
return journey to Tirupati. 1t was midsummer, and

1. The story of the ants is gwen by K.S. and G.P (T).
2. Melkote in Mysore State.
3. Vide S.M.A. P. 35, .
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- travelling was not easy. So, it was a tired and weary
company that reached the banks of the Karpurakulya
once agaln and found comfort in their cool shade and
the flowing stream. But they were hungry and had no
food to eat. So Anantarya suggested that they might
rest a while longer before resuming their journey to
Tirupati. which was not quite so far away. But the
merciful Lord, perceiving that His devotee, Anantarya,

~and his followers were suffering from the pangs of
hunger, assumed the guise of a young student and
brought to them curds and rice. He told them that he
had been sent there by Srinivasa. Anantarya asked the
student to distribute the foed that he had brought to all
of them. The boy agreed and gave themn each a hand-
ful. He took a handful himself also, and while all
were looking at him, eating it with evident enjoyment,
he suddenly disappeared fron: their sight. Immediately,
they all suspected that the Lord himself in his exceed-
ing love for His devotees, must have come there to
relieve their hunger, and quickly set out for the Hills,
After waking the ascent, they reached the shrlne of
Srinivasa, and found the Lord with a bandful of rice

mixed curds, In his hand.l

.

/

CHAPTER X

The wall of the Champaka Tree.—Among the
many services rendered by Anantarya to the shrine
of Srinivasa wias the building of a high enclosure to the

—

1. 'K S, alone gives this story.
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temple. He obtained the necessary money from many
wealthy disciples. A survey was made and the plans
were drawn.  Right across the path of one of the pro-
jected walls stood a champalka tree. T'he workman
wanted it to be cut down; otherwise the wall would
have to take a crooked turn. Both the alternatives did
not appeal to Anantarya. fe wanted the wall-‘to run
straight; but he could not bring himself to cut down
the tree. For aught he knew it 1night be some nitya-
surt, some heavenly servant of the Lord, anxious to be
on the sacred hill near the presence of the Lord. He
decided to sleep over the vexed problem, and before
to bed at night prayed to the devoted soul in the tree
to move away and allow the temple wall to run straight.
He prayed also to God to help in solving this question.
Next morning, when he went to the spot, be found the
tree in a new position, no longer obstructing the con-
struction of the wall. In mewory of this miracle, one
of the outer walls of the temple is to this day called
‘“the wall of the champaka tree” .*

| e e
CHAPTER- XI

Redeeming a tiger-—A strange adventure befell
Anantarya one worning. - Towards dawny; he set ous
with some disciples to the pushkaran: (tank) to bathe:
On the way there stood a huge asvaitha (peepul) tree,
casting a dark shadow on the" ground, the moonlight
but peeping through interstices between the leaves. A

—

1. K.S.and LM,
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tiger was resting there; but Anantarya passed near
it, all unconscious of its presence, and his fluttering
uttariya (upper cloth) was securely caught between its
ears. Looking closely then, Anantarya discovered the
tiger and was somewhat startled. Moving away 2
Iittle, he tried to free his uttariya. The cloth did not
come off free, but Anantarya’s effort awakened the
sleeping tiger- However, strange to relate, the wild
beast, impressed in its own way by the greatness of
Anantarya, kept still. Observipg this, the disciples of
Anantarya appealed to him to give the soul of the tiger
a helping hand and lead it to salvation ; for was not the
tiger clinging to him in devotion? ““So be it,” Anan-
tarya agreed, and slowly loosening his cloth from the
ears of the tiger, went on to the tank. After bathing
there, he returned the same way, and found the tiger
lying dead on the way. Struck with wonder, he
performed funeral rites for it, and proceéded to the
temple. There the Lord showed him the tiger, which
had reached His feet through his intervention, and
asked him why He, the Lord, should remain on the
hills, when Anamtarya was scattering with free hand
the larges of salvation, difficult to obtain even by gods
and men, to such creatures like tigers. Anantarya
replied that it was not his fault; it was the Lord who
had ordained that anyone even indirectly connected
with Anantarya should attain salvation.?

— IRl
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CHAPTER XII

The Lord pays a visit to Anantarya.—Anan-
tarya once fell ill with fever. Through the priests of
the temple the Lord sent a message to Anantarya. Did
he need medical help ? If so, they had instructions to
get some capable physician to attend on him. Anantarya
however would have no doctor attending on him. He was
suffering from no malady curable by medical science.
Let the Lord do as he pleased. And he added crypti-
cally that no one could carry on the twilight worship
(sandhya-vandana) by proxy. When the answer of
Anantarya was taken to the shrine, it 1s said that the
Lord Himself set forth to the house of Anatarya.
There Anantarya, somewhat piqued that the F.ord had
not cared to bless him in the first instance but had sent
messengers only instead, would not speak. Bub the
Lord gently massaged him, and when the divine hands
touched him Anantarya rose up from his sick-bed with
redoubled force and energy. At once, he prostrated
himself before the Lord and begged for forgiveness.
After all, he pointéd out, it was his habit to sin anpd
suffer for it in the cirenit of samsara; and it had
become customary for the Lord to forgive him and
shower blessings on him in spite” of 21l that he did.
‘So let him be forgiven now also.?

— e ~—
CHAPTER XIII

The Lord hymns the praise of Anantarya.—
Taking the permission of Sri Rananuja, certain

—

3. K.S. and V.M, {334 Vartai.)
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pilgrims set out on 2 pilgrimage to Tirupati. When
they reached the foot of the hills, they were bired wm.h
their long journey ; hungry and weary, t.hf;y found ib
diﬁiculh to make the ascent. The compassionate Lord

assumed the form of a young student and met them

with food in his hands. Reluctant to receive the f?od
from anyone other than a Srivaishnava, the pilgrims
asked of the youth who he was and who his preceptor
was. “My name is Madhurakavidasa ”, replied the
boy. ¢ And Tama dispiple of Ana__nt__a,,rya-” ¢ Learning
ﬁha.b you are all coming, and feeling that you may be
tired and hungry, my master has sent me with thjs
"prasada from the temple.” Not yet satisfied about _‘t_he
bonafides of their would-be host, the pilgrims asked
him to recite the stanza which he, as a disciple, should
‘have learnt about his guru. At once the boy composed
the following stanza and recited. it = |
sfgerggmEmrmEt farEy, |
ATAATAT GIRW TESAAALRIER |
(I bow to the preceptor, Anantarya, who is the
“home’of all (auspicious) qualities of the soul, who has
driven away the darkness of ignorance and who is the
excellent refuge of all who seek him).

The travellers were still suspibiou& This stanza

did not refer to Anantarya’s guru, as it ought to have
done. So they asked the boy why there was no reference
bo Sri Ramanuja in the verse recited by him., Did he
perchance compose it on the spur of the moment in
order to answer.their question ? The boy was ready with
.his reply, They used to recite two verses about his
gury. The first, which had just been recited, described
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the excellent qualities of Anantarya as a preceptor .
T'he second, referring to Anantarya’s precepfor, ran as

follows i
aﬁ*ﬂm@mr&aﬁm'rmﬂqi
SFAAFEATTTARAE Oy

: (I bonour Anantarys, who is as it were, the pair

of the lotus feet of Sri Ramanujy and who deserves to be
held on the hedds of the best of men.)

Their doubts dispelled, the hungry company decideq
to accept the food brought by the young student, whe,
took an early opportunity to take his leave of them.
Strengthened and refreshed, they restarted on their
journey and soon made the ascent. Calling on Anantar v,

on the hills they thanked him for the food he had so
tﬁoﬁghtful]y sent them through his student, Madhura-
keavidasa. This being news to Anantarya, he 3sl;.ed
them what they meant. And when they related to him
the thje story, he told them that they hﬂ,(l. the goo_tl
fortune of receiving the blessings of the mereiful Lord.
Al'l. thoso who heard this incident were grca%tly struck
by the Tord’s affection for Anantarya; and 1t was soog
Iaid down that all the disciples of Anantarya should
regite every day in honour of their guru the two verses

composed by the Lord Himself.?

1. K.S.and LM. But G.P. (T) gives these verses without

. . . &
the story. In the Raimanujacharya Divya Charitais th‘ Lord 3 -
the gutise of a young student recites the first verse to Sri Rama.

Nwja Limself, when he was.visiting temple,
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CHAPTER XIV

Anantarya explains Srivaishnavism.—Parasara
Bhatta is an honoured name in the history of _Sriva.ishn&-
vism. Son of Sri Rimanuj’s beloved Kuranatha nnd
called at first as Srirangaraja, he was named by Sri
Ramanuja himself after the great author of Vz's?mu—

purana. One of his disciples once asked Parasara:
“What are the warks of a true Srivaishnava ?* Parasara
bade his student go to Anantarya at Tirupati and learn
the answer to this question from him. Accordingly,
obhe disciple set out to Tirupati and met Anantarya, who
-nlearning his business, asked him to stay for some
fine on the sacred hills. Six wonths passed during
which Anantarya paid - this young man no particulay
attention. Then one day Anantarya decided to test his
spiritual development. The guests in his house used to
dine in three sets, in order of their importance. There
would also be a fourth batch, made up of all and
sundry. Ananfarya’s plan was to bry and provoke the
disciple of Parasara Bhatta. So, when that young man
sab down in the first set, Anantarya told him that he
did not deserve to sit there. -The same thing happened
when he sat successively in the sccond and third sets,
and he was told that there was no place for him '‘even
in the last batch. All along, Anantarya was watching’
him closely to see how he reacted. Seeing that the
youth exhibited no displeasure or pique, Anantarya
concluded that he had passed the test. So when all the
guests had departed, Anantarya himself dined with the
young man and treated him with great affection. “ You
have been with me for six wonths,” Anantarya said
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after dinner, ¢ and 16 is time that you  should return
home. You came here fo learn the characteristics of a
true Srivaishnava, and I shall “describe them to you in
just one sentence. A true Srivaishnava should be of
like pature with the crane, the cock, salt and yourself.
Mark . this, and repeat it to your master. He will
explain every thing to your satisfaction.”

Taking leave of Anantarya, the young man returned
to Srirangam, repeated to Parasara Bhatta what he had
been taught and begged for an explamt;on “ Listen
ca.refully, and I shall explain’™, said Parasara Bhatta,
- _Let us take the crane first. Anantarya might have
bad four things in his mind when he referred to. the
crane. Just as the crane lives in the neighbourhood of
tanks, wells and rivers, full of water, even so the
Srivaishnava must live in areas, abounding in places of
pilgrimages.  And even as the crane is spotlessly white,
the Srivaishnava must be pure in mind and body. = Yet
another characteristic of the crane, its patient waiting
by the banks of a river or lake while many small fish
flit by and until a fish of the right size to satisfy its
appetite is seen and instantly seized, indicates that the
Srivaishnava must regard with unconcern all incom-
petent preceptors whom he may come across, and waib
patiently and attentively fora guru who can redeem
him from the toils of samsara. And when such a guru
is found, he must eling to him until the darkness of
ignorance is dispelled through his grace. Fourthly and
lastly, observe that the crane, living on the shores of
bhe sea is afraid of the rainy season with its thunder
and lightning ; and at such & time 1t leaves the sea and
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proceeds to some other reservoir of water, where it can
live happily and free from this fenr., The lesson to the
Srivaishnava in this is that he should give up sny plice
where there is the slightest hindrance to his spirivual
development, and resort to some holy shrine where
pilgrims flock, and there lead a life of peace and
devotion. I.et us now study the reference to the cock.

It is well known that the cock eollects food from
sweepings and dust—food for itself as well as for ite
young omes. In like manner, the great Parankusa
gathered whatever was of use in the Vedas and embodied
them in & Tamil revelation for the use of women and
others who were excluded from the study of the Sanskrit
scriptures. The Tamil Veda was handed over to Natha-
muni for propagation. Now, it is the duty of  the
Srivaishnava to pick out whatever is of uss to him from
the poems of the Tamil Azlwars and the philosophical
writings of Sri Yamuna, Sri Ramanujs and others and
thus benefit not only himself but also those dependenb
on him. .You may ask whether it is not lmproper I:Q
compare the Vedas, which are eternal, free from g,}i
imperfections, supremely authoritative and of E‘ilfpél'—
human origin, to dust and sweepings. Note, tbelefmm
that it was not my intention to refet to them in any
derocralsory or disrespectful sense. I merely WlSh to
point out that they contain a lot of matter which s not
of any use to those 'who hunger after the freedom of
their souls—the details about the worship of minor gods,
for instance. * Our seers have extracted ' from "the Vedas
all that is of use to the aspirant after sa,lva.t.lon in" his
difficult quest. - Coming now to the comparlson with
salt, remember that its presence or absence is’ respon-
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sible for various kinds of food being palatable or not.
But when food is relished, no one praises the salt. Fven
80 the Srivaishnava must avoid being praised by those
to whom he might have beon of service. He musé always
be intent on his own imperfections and try fo dlscover
all that he has failed to do. If salt is in excess or
deficit, food becomes unpalatable; and people generally
curse it for thus displeasing their tongues. But it
returns them no answer in anger or in defence. Even
'so the Srivaishnava must never answer back when he ig
reproached- On the other hand, he must feel gmteful
to those who blame him for reminding him of his fanlts
and imperfections. Thirdly, salt loses itself in making
various kinds of food palatable and tasty. ¥ven so the
brlvamhu wa must lose himself in service to others.”

Having spoken so far, Parassra paunsed. ¢ Anan+
tarya ', he continued, ¢ refers to you in the end.
Without knowing how you led your life there, I cannot
explain what he means. So, tell me now all that
happened at Tirapati.”

The disciple then recounted his experience at  the
last dinner before he received instruction from Anantarya;
how he was driven from pillar to post, so to speak, bub
without cowplaint or ill-will on his part.  Bhaste
I‘BJOICPd exceedingly at hearing this news, and completed
his explanation of Anantarya’s teaching, by adding that
the Srivaishnava, whenever he assumed the role of a
guest, must sit and dine wherever and whenever hlS
host directed him so to do.*

o B~

——
e V7

1. K.S.; V.M, (345 Vartai) gives a briefer account, -
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CHAPTER XV.

Anantarya and Nan-Jiyar.—There lived in those
times at Kangore (probably, the modern Kangodanahalli.
three miles from Melkote) a distinguished teacher of
advaita by the nawe of Vedantin. He had many
disciples and his fame had spread far and wide. Under
instructions from Sri Ramanuja, Parasara Bhatta once
set oubt on a mission to try to convert Vedantin to the
Srivaishnava faith. Passing Kirangore on his way—it
must be some twenby miles or so from his destination—
he met Anantarya there during one of his rare visits o
his native village. When Parasara prostrated himself
before Anantarya, the latter ran up to him and lifted
him up, exclaiming:  Kuresa's son has come, the
Prince of Srivaishnavas Ilms come.” Parasara then
informed Anantarya of his mission, and accompanied
by the latter; proceeded to the home of Vedantin and
challenged him to a debate. It is related that the great
debate continued for seven days. Then Vedantin admitt-
od himself in the wrong and became a follower of Sri
Ramanuja. Parasara initiated him into the faith and
gave him the new name of Madhavadasa, and soon after
returned to Srirangam.

Within a few days of his conversi{on, Vedantin felt
the call to renounce the world, and after providing for
his family, took the vow of sannyasa, - Setting out for
Srirangam, he came to Kirangore en route, and meb
Anantarya, who was surprised to sec Vedantin in the
garb of an ascetic. ““ Why have you become a sannyasin,
Vedantin ? " he asked. ‘“You have a delicate constitu-
tion, ill-fitted for the rigours of asceticism. Did you
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think that leading the ordinary life of the householder,
bathing when you feel like it and eating when you feel
hungry, and clinging all the while to the spiritual
gnidance of Parasara,—did you think that if you lived
thus, vou would eventually be thrusf out from the gates
of Heaven? Did yvou becowe a sannyasin i{rom such a
doubt ? However there is no use in crying over spilt
milk. All that I can say to you now isto meditate on
our mula-mantra and remain intent at all times on the
dvaya” So saying, he sent Vedantin on to Srirangam,
where he was joyfully welcomed by Parasara. It issaid
that Parasara, when he saw Vedantin as a sannyasin
exclaiwed : <‘Our jiyar (ascetic or sunnyasin) has come.”
And to this day, Vedantin is known to posterity as Nan-
jivar, which 13 the Tamil expression for ¢ our ascetic.”” ¥

CHAPTER XVI

Anantarya discourses on the influence of good
and bad company.—When the time came for the
return of Anantarya to Tirupati, his disciples begged
him to give them a parfing inessage by which they
might guide their lives. Anantarya willingly responded.

“Tisten”, he ssid- ‘* As long as you live, never
keep bad company. Resort always to the company of
the good. The latter is always beneficial, the former
will ruin you. o illustrate the different influences of
good and evil company, 1 shall tell you a story from.the
puranas. Once upon a time, a number of sages headed,

——

1. K.S.: V.M. (104 Vartai) and P.A. also refer to this
incident,
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by Saunaks seb oub on a pilgrimage. During their
gpurnev they bad to pass through a dense forest, and
for seven days and nights there was a ce&seless down-
pour of rain. They could find no place to shelter them
from the pitiless rain. At last they came upon a hunters’
hamlet in the midst of the forest. It did not seem. to
them the proper place to go to, even for the purpose of
seekmcr shelter from the rain. But the downpour grew
heavier and left them no alternative. So making up
then minds that they need not be too meticulous 1 the
~ face of danger, they proceeded to the village. . 1t was at
that time empty, all the hunters having gone out.  But
there remained 2 parrot, which gave inhospitable greet-
ings to the sages. < Who are you?’ asked the parrot.
«Why bave you come here? Don’t you know thatb
Brahmins should not come here, much, less sages like
you ? Are you not ashamed? Get out, get out.” The
sages stepped back a little bub thought that they might
stay somewhere until the rain ceased, and fook their
stand under a tree. But the parrot would not leave
them alone. ¢ Have you no sense, you fools?” i
ened ¢ I am asking you to go away, and here you are,
skulkmg and wandering about like thieves.” Hurt and
pressed by such harsh language, the sages left the
village ab once and proceeded farther in the forest. Soon
fhey came across a hermitage. All the residents of the
hermitage had gone out for their bath, and the whole
place was emphy- But here too there was a parrot to
give' them words of greeting. “Respected Sirs,’ said
the parrot. ¢ Whence are you ? Do you feel welcome
here ? Here is water for washing your .feet, and here
are seats for you. Please sit down and refresh your-
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selves with these fruits and roots.” ILed into the hermi-
tage with these loving words, the sages sat down. Af
once, -the parrot began to praise them in the manner
laid down in the scriptures. The guests were delighted
beyond measure; and Saunaka addressed the friendly
and hospitable bird. ¢Some little while ago’, he said,
‘we saw a parrot in a hunters’ hamlet. It hurt us a
great deal by harsh speech. Now you are gladdening
us with your courtesy and kind hospitality. You are
both parrots and belong to the same species of birds.
How is it that there is such difference in your cha-
racter and temperament ?’ The parrot replied: ¢ We
are not merely birds of the same species, we are also
children of the same mother. But I was brought up by
sages and have been listening to their conversation ;
while that other parrot was brought up by hunters ‘and
eaters of cows’ flesh, and has been listening to their
talk and acquiring their manners. © You have yourselves
now seen how one'’s associations are responsible for one’s
virtues and vices.” Saunaka then blessed the parrot to
afitain a high destiny and continued his pilgrimage.
Grasp the moral of this story, and take a vow hence-
forward ever to keep the company of' the good and
virtuous.” *
ST

CHAPTER X VII

The Redemption of Laghvacharya.—Laghva-
charya, one of the disciples of Sri Ramanuja at
Srirangam, once begged his master to show him the way
for the immediate attainment of moksha. Sri Ramanuja

— e

1. K.s.
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told him that Lord Srinivasa alone could grant his
prayer. Let him go to Tirupati and approach the Lord
through Anantarya, and attain his supreme . aim.
Accordingly, Laghvacharya went to Tirupati and
informed Anantarya of his mission and of the instrue-
tions of Sri Ramanuja. Marvelling at the great good
fortune of Laghvacharya, Anantarya felt that hig
instrumentality had been sought merely as a matter of
form. But still in obedience to the instructions of Sri
Ramanuja, he decided to do as he had been bidden.
Apantarya and Laghvacharya entered the shrine of
Srinivasa, and Anantarya made the necessary submission
to the Lord about his companion. The Lord out of His
abounding grace, was pleased to grant the prayer of
Laghvacharya. Overcome by this miracle of grace,
Laghvacharya said to Anantarya: ¢« If the Lord should
forget His own nature, full of grace and compassion,
and consider only my own nature, then none of the
hells now in existence would be appropriate to me;
fresh hells would have to be created for my chastisement.
For countless are the sins that I have committed in my
numerous births. But if the Liord should have regard
only for His compassion and grace, the old Heaven
would not be enough for me. A fresh Heaven would
have to be created to demonstrate the full measure of
His mercy and love.” So saying and incredulous abous
his own good fortune, Laghvacharya reached the abode
of the free.

Marvelling at. the ways of the Lord, Anantarya
performed the funeral rites of Laghvacharya.t

1, ILM.
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CHAPTER XVIII

The Soul as the Bride.—It is related in the
Varta-Mala: * that Anantarya once taught the following
striking parable to Echchan: *“ The soul is a bride.
The preceptor, who is the father of the bride, gives her
in marriage to the Liord, who is the bridegroom. The
apostolic succession agt as the intermediaries who
negotiate the marriage. The sacred mantra uttered
during the marriage-rite is the dvaya.”

The Importance of the Preceptor —Yet another
incident related in the same work refers to one Trai-
lokyal,? a lady disciple of Achchi. - Once she took to
attending the discourses of Anantarya for six months.
When she returned to her preceptor afterwards, she was
asked why she had been absent so long. She replied
that she had been attending the discourses of Anantarya.
She was asked whether the new preceptor taught better
than the old. Answering in the affirmative, she explained
that she had for long been taught to seek refuge at the
feet of God; but Anantarya within six months had
taught her to seek refuge at the feet of her preceptor,
to whom she had returned.?

CHAPTER XIX

Sri Ramanuja’s visit to Tirupati.—According
to the S7i Venkatachala Itihasamala, Ramanuja paid

1. 15l1st Varta:.

2. 212nd Vartai-

3. The two incidents related in this section are found only
in V.M,
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three visits to Tirupati during his life-iime. Anantarya
had settled in Tirupati even before Sri Ramanuja paid
his first visit. It was'during this first visit that Sri
Ramanuja - studied the Ramayana under Tirumalai
Nambi and secured the grant of the village of Bala-
mandyam. irrigated by a canal, for the benefit of some
Srivaishnava families from “Vittala Deva Raya. And
it was at the conclusion of this¢ visit that he gave an
image of his likeness' to' Anantarya, who was discon-
-solate at the parting from his master.

For « second time Sri Ramanuja came to Tirupati
to settle the question whether the deity in the temple
was Vishnu or Siva, As is well known he established
to the satisfaction of the local ruler, Yadava Raja, that
the deity was Vishnu. During this visit he had the
temple renovated and rebuilt through Yadava Raja.
On this occasion, at Liower ‘l'irupati, below the hills,
he installed the image of Govindaraja, which Krimi-
kanta Chola had removed from the temple at Chitra-
kuta, (Chidambaram). Subsequently, Yadava Raja
granted houses in the four streets of Ramanujapura,
around the Govindaraja temple, to Tirumalai Nanibi,
Anantarya and many other Srivaishnavas. Before he
left Tirupati this time, Sri Ramanuja had a shrine to
Hanuman constructed through Ané,ntarya. and Tiru-
malai Nambi, and. installed jthere ‘the image of Rama,
given to him by the latter. During. the course. of his:
first and second visits, Sri Ramanuja laid down several
regulations for the conduct of the worship in the temple
in consultation with Tirumalai Nambi and Anantarya;
and in order to see that these regulations were carried
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out, ‘Sri Ramanuja, on the occasion of his second visit,
ordained a bachelor disciple of Anantarya as a sannyasin
and induced the Yadava Rdja to pass an order that all
those residing in' Venkatachalam should act according
to his commands.

Sri Ramanuja paid his third and last important
visit to Tirupati, when he was one hundred and two
years old (Kali 4220, Salivahana 1041, A.D. 1119)..
Realising that it might not be possible for him to visit
Tirupati again—though he appears to have paid one or
two flying visits later on—Sri Ramanuja made certain:
final arrangements for the regulation of the temple.
The bachelor sannyaszn was ordained as Sri Satakopa
Yati and given some assistants, and a special service
was instituted in the temple, as described in the
Tir zwaymozhz of Nammazhvar. Sri Ramanuja then_
commended Anantarya to Yadava Raja and instructed
the latter to act according to the advice of Anantarya.
The management of the temple should be in charge of

Anantarya as long as he lived and his descendants
after him should share in 1t.?

PP Po-

CHAPTER XX

" 'Srisaila-vijnapti-karya.—On one occasion, one
Satakopa, who was known as Sri Rangaraja-vijnapti-:
ka.rya. and who had himself the privilege of instructing.
Sri Ramanuja in the Tamil Collect of Four Thousand
Sacred Hymns paid a visit to Tirupati. While worship-

1. I.M. The first and the second visits are mentioned in
G.P. (T, & V) and P.A.
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ping at the temple, he sang ‘the Tirumozhi of Peri-
azhvar. It is said that he was then commanded by the
Tord to sing some of the hymns of the first azhvars
(Pohayar, Pudattar and Payar). Thereafter, he was
required by Anantarya to sing the hymns of all the
azhvars during an adhyayana-utsava. After his return
to Srirangam, Sri Ramanuja decided to issue instruc-
tions for the regulation of the adhyayana-utsava ab
Tirupati. He appointed one of the descendants, of
Nathamuni to the office of conducting the festival and,
giving him the title of Srisaila-vijnapti-karya, sent
him to Anantarya with a letter. It is said that Anan-
tarya obtained the approval of the Lord for the
instructions in the letter. These were to the effect that
in the annual adhyayana festival, the hymns of the first
azhvars should be sung first and that the compositions

of the other azhvars should be musically rendered after-
wards.! |

e
CHAPTER XXI

Sri Ramanuja’s demise.—The death of Sri Rama-
nuja, when it came to pass, came as a great shock to
Anantarya, It is stated that for ome full year he
abandoned in the fullness of hig grief all his usual
services to the temple, and- that he wak in the end
induced to take up those responsibilities again' by the
Lord Himself. While resuming his duties, however,
he made two stipulations. One was that Amudan’s
centum of verses in praise of Sri Ramanuja should be

1. IM.
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sung, along with the bymns of the azhvars, during the
adhyayana festival. The other was that the image of
Sri Ramanuja should be installed in the temple. Obtain-
ing the Lord’s consent, he arranged for these proposals
being carried out. Amudan’s centum was included in
the verses to be sung during the festival; and Anan-
tarya installed within the precincts of the temple the
image of Sri Ramanuja formerly given to him by the
great Acharya himself. The installation of the image
for worship was formally carried out according to
scriptural rites. At the same time, an image of the
imprints of Sri Ramanuja’s feet was made. And
Anantarya, naming it after himself, set it up also for
worship.?

"‘*@L.h-_-
CHAPTER XXII

Last days of Anantarya.—It is unlikely that
Anpantarya survived Sri Ramanuja for long. For one
thing, he must have been at least eightyfour years
old, when Sri Ramanuja passed away. And for another,
the Guruparampara of Pinbazhagiya Jiyar definitely
states that Sri Anantarya was the fourth to die among
the disciples of Sri Ramanuja, the three to predecease
him being Kuresa, Madapusi Azhvan and Settalur
Siriazhvan.—Kuresa, it may be noted, predeceased
even Sri Ramanuja.

~ Anantarya left behind him a son of the name of
Ramanuja, of whom it is said that he long continued
to serve the temple, much in the same way as his

1. I.M, and K.S.
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father and preceptor had done. Just as Anantarya had
laid out a garden and dug a tank towards the south and
west of the temple and named them after his preceptor,
the great Ramanuja, so t0o0 Apantarya’s son dug a
tank and laid out a garden towards the north and east
of the temple and named them after his father, who

was also his preceptor.

His works.—Though tradition speaks Anantarya
as a great and impressive teacher and gives some
striking instances of his ability to convey instruction
through parables, he has nevertheless left behind him
no philosophical or religious treatise. It is, however,
said that he was the author of three small poems. = The
Dhati-panchakam, five verses celebrating Sri Rama-
nuja’s victories in philosophical debate and argument,
is abtributed to him. But there also appears to be
another tradition ascribing this poem to Sri Vedanta
Desika, and a third seems to make Prativadibhayam-
karam Annan the author. Anantarya is also said to
have composed a Mangalasasana-dasakam, ten verses
of praise in honour of Sri Ramanuja. = Lastly, he
appears to have written a Tamil stanza in praise of
Satagopa and Sri Ramanuja, intended to be recited by
devotees before commencing the study of the Tiruvay-
mozhi.!

— oo
CHAPTER XXIII

Inscriptions and Institutions.—So far we have
related the traditional account of the life and activities

1. LM. refers to Anantarya’sson and lists Anantarya’s
works,
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of Anantarya. That some of them are miraculous need
noti in any way detract from the historical truth about
the existence of Anantarya and his intimate connection
with Tirupati. +‘Since inseriptions of the next follow-
ing century (i.e. the 13th),” writes Dr. S. Krishna-
swamy Iyengar in his History of Tirupati, *“do.
mention the gardens and other features named after
Ramanuja and Anantarya, we may take it that Rama-
nujé.’s doings there (i.e., at Tirupati) and Anantarya’s
presence are matters which need not be regarded as
historically doubtful. Nos. 171 and 173 from the
Tirupati temple mention, without a doubt, Anandazh-
van, and No. 175 mentions, equally clearly, the
Tiru-nanda-vana (flower-garden) of Ramanuja.”* In
the Report on the Inscriptions of the Devasthanam
Collection, prepared by Sri S. Subrahmanya Sastry, B.4.,
1t 13 stated that the family name of Anandanpillai is
- referred to 1in Nos. 224 and 233, T.T. No. 146, G.T.
No. 509, etc.,* In fact, as we have noted at the begin-
ning of this sketch, numerous representatives of the

Anandanpillai family can even now be met with.

Of the miraculous element in the story of Anantarya,
it is well to note firstly that a crow-bar hung in the
tower of the Tirupati temple,® and secondly, that several
fostivals instituted to commemorate the miracles are

known to records dating as early as a century after the
date of Sri Ramanuja. We have already recorded thab

1. H.T.P29L

2. R.T.I, Pages 89, 90 & 277.
3, is pointed out even nOW s the one used by Anantarya

in hitting the Lord.
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to commemorate the visit of the Lord and Padmavati
to the garden of Anantarya, it was ordained that the
image of the Lord should be taken in apradakshina to
the garden on the seventh day of the Purattasi festival
and that Anantarya should be presented with a - garland
of flowers on the next day, on the occasion of the car
festival ; and these are being carried out to this dav.

The tank dug by Anantarya is still known to exist.
A bakula tree is still pointed out as the place ‘where
Anantarya passed away and attained union with the
Lord. The images of Anantarya, his wife, his son and
some disciples may be found in a pavilion in the temple.
In the temple of Govindaraja at Lower Tirupati, there
1s a shrine, opposite that of Kurattazhvan, in which the
images of Anantarya and Madhurakavi-azhvar are found
side by side. The inage is some three and.hali feet
-high and of excellent workmanship. The shrine. .is
under the management of the Anandanpillai fa.mil_ly.
E'lsewhere, we have recorded that beyond the limits o:f
Tirupati, at Mandya in Mysore State, at Conjeevaram,
near Madras, and at other places his images are known.

—-oc@bc;—
CHAPTER XXIV-

I; 18 ndb‘gworthy that all the stoties about Anan-
tarya; ‘miracles included, reveal a definite and coherent
personality. He must have been blunt of speech and
brusque in manners: witness the way in which he dealt
with the disciple of DBhatta, Va.'rdhita.vmi-manga,lavan

and even as 1t is related, the Liord Himsaeli. He must
also have been of an intensely practical bent of mind, a
)
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good organiser and administrator with considerable
courage and driving force. As an important Simha-
sanadhipati, he must have played a prominent part- in
organising the Srivaishnava community and propagat-
ing its faith. And there is no doubt that he left his
mark on the administration of the temple at Tirupati
at a formative period in its history. At the same time,
he was something of a poet. The Dhati-panchakam, if
it is by him, shows him to be a true poet, even though
the style is manifestly rhetorical. Xven otherwise,
however, it is clear that he was gifted with powers of
imagination. The stray instances that have come down
to us of his ability to teach through parables prove this
beyond a doubt. Tho parable of the soul as the bride
of God, if well known from ancient times, at least
received’ some fresh embroidery at his hands. The
comparison of the Srivaishnava with the crane, the
cock ete. 1s striking if somewhat curious. But the
metaphor of the Lord as the fisherman of the souls is at
once brilliant and beautiful. The most noteworthy
characteristic of Anantarya, however, was. his whole-
hearted devotion to Sri Ramanuja. It was to please Sri
Ramanuja that he undertook the long and perilous
journey to Tirupati and settled down there, far from
his home and kinstolk and friends. And the story
about his blunt declaration to the Lord that he was at
Tirupati to carry out the instructions of Sri Ramanuja
and for no other purpose, shows that he never allowed
himself to forget, all through his long stay ab Tirupati,
where his first duty lay.~ 1t is worthy of note that all
the three poems attributed to him have Sri Ramanuja
for their theme. HKven the verse about the Ivruvay-
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mozhi does not fail to bring im Sri Ra.maxguja W1tll:1'lf11
the scope of its four brief lines. Ana.,ntarya s long lile
was consciously and worthily dedicated to a chosen
ideal, the ideal of service o the guru. No wonder tha.-b
the tradition grew up that, if some divine power felt 16
necessary to incarnate as Sri Ramanuja and demons~
trate to the world the example of an ideal teacher, the
same power incarnated as Anantarys also to show how

the ideal disciple should live and labour in the service
of God and man.

Printed by G, R. Josyer, M .a, at the Coronation Press,
100 Feet Road, Mysore,
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